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Randolph's First 125 

Years 

Early Development Randolph 1886-1910 

    To lay the setting for the history of Randolph, we must 

delve into the years before our community was officially 

begun. 

   The ground upon which this community rests was, 

anywhere from 10,000 to 20,000,000 years ago at the 

bottom of an inland sea that swept up from the Gulf of 

Mexico and covered the Mississippi Valley. Various 

fossils of shellfish and crabs have, through the years, been 

found in this area establishing this fact. 

   As the sea receded a gently rolling prairie developed in 

the area covered with a luxuriant growth of prairie 

grasses. Trees were found along streams and in parts of 

the first-bottom land subject to overflow and consisted 

mainly of boxelder, cottonwood, locust, ash and elm. 

Animal life flourished with deer, antelope and an 

occasional elk appearing on the prairie and to this land the 

Indians made their appearance. 

   It is thought that the first Indians in this area were 

probably  peaceful people who lived in one place in 

northern Cedar County and depended on farming and 

hunting for their food. They are thought to have been 

driven off by warlike Plains Indians who were of a 

nomadic nature. The Pawnee, Sioux and Algonquin were 

the tribes first recorded by the earliest explorers. 

   In 1739 a band of French men explored the northern 

part of the County and are thus thought to be the first 

white men to enter our area. They were later followed by 

the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1804, who camped at 

Calumet Bluff in northern Cedar County. 

  The real settlement of Cedar County began in the north 

in 1857 with about nine families near St. James. In the 

same year the County was organized by an act of the 

Territorial Legislature but settlements were mostly 

confined to the north for the next twenty to twenty-five 

years. The reason for this was the lack of railroads which 

hindered marketing products and made communication 

with the outside world difficult. 

   However, we are aware of several brave souls who, 

despite the difficulties, were willing to come West in 

search of a better life. In 1879, seven years before the first 

lot was sold in Randolph, August F. Huwaldt located on a 

homestead southwest of town, where he later became an 

extensive farmer and pure bred breeder. He came with 

only one team of horses and set to work breaking up the 

raw prairie land. In 1880 Frank Whitney emigrated from 

Wisconsin in a covered wagon and staked out 320 acres of 

raw prairie. He filed on it under the homestead and tree 

claim laws, thus becoming the first man to make his home 

in the Randolph Township. Another Wisconsin native W. 

M. Totten, in 1882, bought 160 acres three miles northeast 

of Randolph and established a farm and orchard 

operation. He came with two horses, one cow and 

scarcely any machinery. 

   The extension of the railroads changed this situation and 

it can be said that the founding of Randolph could not 

have occurred without the expansion west of the rails. In 

1883 the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha 

Railroad extended its road from Wakefield up the North 

Logan Creek to Coleridge which was the first step in 

opening up the Randolph territory to settlements.  

   It is interesting to recount one description given in 1883 

of the area: "It is stated that Cedar County, in its many 

and wonderful advantages, was the banner county of the 

state. Its soil, rich for agricultural purposes to a depth of 

from six to ten feet, its innumerable streams of water, 

clear, cold and unfailing, its many wide valleys with 

fertility and beauty unsurpassed in the world, and finally, 

its climate, which for purity, sunshine and health, equals 

that of Italy." 

First known picture of Randolph 1887 Street Scene 

M & O Depot located downtown Randolph 212 E. Broadway Street 
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 In June of 1886 it was announced that the Northwestern 

Nebraska Railroad Co. would put down a line from 

Wayne to Niobrara and the notice of incorporation for this 

railroad appeared in the Wayne paper. It was also 

announced at that time that a principal town on the line 

would be established about 21 miles northwest of Wayne 

in Cedar County in Sec. 19 and 30, Township 28, Range 

One East on this line. Mr. John E. Bennett of Wayne was 

named right-of-way agent. In June, Frank H. Peavey and 

E.W. Backman of St. Paul Minnesota came to Wayne and 

went over the line to lay town sites at this location. It was 

Mr. Peavy, the largest grain elevator owner in the country, 

who named the site "Randolph" in honor of Lord 

Randolph Churchill (1849-1895) of England. 

   In March 1871, the land that Peavey had chosen for this 

new railroad town had been transferred by patent to 

Richard S. Cox by U.S. Grant, President of the United 

States. It was transferred several times until A. L. Morse 

and Ida Bell Morse deeded it to the Northern Nebraska 

Land and Improvement Company on May 21, 1886. 

   This location was immediately west of the spot where a 

schoolhouse had been built in 1885 which is now east 

Randolph. Nellie Starks, of Coleridge, was the first 

teacher of the school which accommodated three area 

families. 

   The announcement of the new town was enough to 

generate activity. In the summer of 1886, Mr. Andrew 

from Ponca, in a tent one block north of Broadway Street 

established a blacksmith shop. He also provided an eating 

house for the accommodation of the railroad men working 

on the railroad grade and the roundhouse at the end of the 

line. It was this same summer that Mr. E. Atkins built the 

first house. After the town was platted, it was discovered 

that the house was located in the street and Mr. Atkins 

then moved it to a lot he later bought. 

    Frank H. Peavey was president of Nebraska Land and 

Improvement Company. The Company filed a plat and 

dedication on October 6, 1886, setting out lots and streets. 

The dedication officially established the name "Randolph" 

and consisted of an area 1180 feet by 1600 feet in which 

lots and streets were surveyed.  

   Even before this work was done, the 

Improvement Company scheduled an auction 

of lots in the new town of Randolph for 

October 7, 1886. A special excursion train 

was sent from Sioux City with prospective 

bidders as far as the line went, and the rest of 

the way was by horse or wagon. The 

Coleridge Sentinel gives this report: "A visit 

to Randolph on the day of the sale last week 

developed the fact or rather the strong theory 

that there are many people yet who desire to 

speculate. There were two squatters. A rough 

shed of boards served as a hotel and another 

as a livery stable. About 300 people were 

present from various directions and lots sold from $50.00 

to $226.00 each. $8,000.00 worth were said to be sold. 

The road is not yet complete within ten miles of the town. 

It is located on the raw prairie with only one farmhouse in 

sight. Z. Boughn's purchase of 20 acres adjoins the town. 

W.A. Pollock picked two business lots and one residential 

lot. A.E. Smith of near Randolph purchased a lot and 

informed that he would put up a butcher shop right away." 

   The town was thus born in a whirl of activity centered 

around the new rail line. 

   

Z. Boughn was an integral part of this activity. In the 

spring of 1886 he traded his fine property in Illinois for 

2200 acres of land, all in one body lying three and four 

miles east of Randolph, which became known as the 

Boughn Ranch”. He operated this ranch having 1200 head 

of steers and 450 cows. In the fall of 1887 he moved to 

Randolph where he had built the Boughn Opera House 

and Hotel Boughn. This was just the beginning of his 

important role in the development of Randolph. 

   The settlers who had come and were to come, were 

either American born emigrants from the states of New 

York, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa and chiefly 

German and Irish emigrants. Two early day newspaper 

ads one advertising the sale of German apple cakes at 10 

cents each, and another announcing the services of a local 

auctioneer who spoke both German and English show the 

strong German heritage. The mixture of cultures were not 

always harmonious. This was demonstrated when the Irish 

Street scene of downtown Randolph, Broadway looking west 

The Thies Family-Henry, Fred, Frank, Raymond, 
 Frances Elsie, Emma 
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Catholics threatened to establish a parish of their own in 

McLean and leave Randolph because the German 

language was used at services.  
   The activity in the new town of Randolph immediately 

following the lot sale in 1886 was intense. Instantly, 

building began and in the first months 20 buildings had 

been built including two livery stables. In fact Andrew 

Wheaton of Wayne had contracts to plaster eight houses 

in Randolph in that November. The telegraph was 

installed by the end of November. James Busfield, the 

first station agent, moved from Winside and the track 

from Wayne was complete with a roundhouse at the end 

of the line. Mr. Busfield later recounted that the first night 

in town he spent sleeping on the depot counters and lived 

in the LeValley lumber office for the next month. The 

first regular train began to run the end of November 

leaving Wayne at 6:15 in the evening and arriving in 

Randolph at 7:20; leaving Randolph the next morning for 

Wayne at 6:15 and arriving there at 7:20. The line 

consisted of 21.68 miles of track from Wayne to one mile 

north of Randolph. 

   The community did pause to consider its spiritual life. 

On November 3, 1886, Rev. D.H. Franzen, a Methodist 

minister, held the first religious service at the train depot. 

   The reality of the harsh Nebraska winters was 

experienced by these early pioneers in November 1886. A 

three to four day blizzard hit and kept the train out of 

town for a week. A.H. 

Terry and his wife had 

put up a large tent on the 

flat just north of the 

depot, feeding workmen 

and others who were busy 

building stores and homes 

in the new town. A group 

of men staying at the 

lumber office remained in 

the blizzard, except once 

a day, when they fought 

their way to Terry's tent 

for something to eat. 

Fortunately, Mr. Terry 

had laid in a good supply 

of fuel and food and all 

survived, even with the 

lack of a stove in the 

lumber office. 

   The rural area was flourishing at 

the same time. Fred Weber, who had emigrated from Iowa 

to a Wayne County homestead six miles south of 

Randolph in 1884, was busy not only with 480 acres of 

farm ground but he had erected a store building 22'x40' 

wherein he handled general merchandise, harness and 

hardware. He also established a blacksmith and wagon 

shop and was even able to gain a post office at the farm. 

Later Mr. Weber had the distinction of being the first 

Randolph person to own a Model T Ford. 

   Peter Bermel is another early pioneer bringing his 

family to a farm south of town in 1884. G. Lageschulte 

followed to the same area in 1886 bringing 40 head of 

cattle, six head of horses and a few chickens. 

   The treeless condition of the prairie inspired many of 

the rural settlers to follow the Johnny Appleseed tradition. 

   C.E. Manzer planted 600 forest trees - 200 ash, 200 box 

elder, 100 mulberry and 100 elm - on his land southwest 

of Randolph in the year 1888, with an additional planting 

of 1000 cottonwood trees and many apple, plum and 

cherry trees the following spring. Mr. Manzer, who later 

served as a state senator, estimated that he had planted at 

least 10,000 trees between the years 1884 and 1890. 

   In many early accounts, we find reference to planting 

orchards as one of the first projects of the farm family. 

These were considered a paying investment and harvested 

for profit. Christopher Tatge was the most renowned in 

our area.  

   Mr. Tatge came from Benton County, Iowa, in April 

1887, bringing with him seven head of horses and four 

head of cows. He bought 480 acres, six miles southwest of 

Randolph. He was an enthusiastic horticulturalist, and had 

originated the Tatge plum, a standard variety old in many 

nurseries. He established a 20 acre orchard of apples and 

plums, which became 

known as Tatgeville. 

Here he continued 

experimenting and 

grafting until he 

produced and sent to 

Washington for 

recognition a new red 

plum named the 

"Randolph Plum". He 

was also the inventor 

of the "American Fruit 

Tree Protector"; a 

preparation used to 

exterminate the borer 

insect common to fruit 

trees. 

   Trees became an 

issue in town as well. 

In 1886, Mr. Frank 

Whitney planted one of the first 

trees in Randolph being the larch tree, which still stands 

on the residential property of 110 N. Pierce Street. In 

1889 the Randolph Reporter, edited by Harry Hammond, 

admonished the people of the town to plant trees, adding, 

"No town in this part of the state is more sadly deficient in 

the way of trees.” 

Corner of Main and Broadway 
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   Trees or not, the town of 

Randolph continued to grow. 

By 1887 a thriving business 

community had developed. 

   Paul Buol had bought a lot 

at the auction sale and that 

same day began building a 

hardware store. He recalled 

that Frank Whitney was his 

first customer, buying some 

stove pipe for his sod house 

outside of town. He hauled 

his lumber and hardware 

stock from Coleridge. 

   More activity in the fall of 

1886 was the building of the 

first hotel known as the "Atkins House". This was 

followed by the Boughn Hotel in the summer of 1887. In 

addition to the hotel, Z. Boughn dug a well 110 feet deep 

with a water tank and windmill located in the center of the 

public square. Water was piped into the hotel and this is 

considered to be the first city water in Randolph. 

   The publication of the Randolph Times had begun in a 

basement in the fall of 1886 by E.F. Bennett and it was 

sent to Sioux City for printing.  At the corner of 

Broadway and Main the first post office was established 

in 1887, Tom Ziegler was its postmaster. This same year 

saw the completion of an elevator along the rail tracks on 

Broadway Street built by the F.H. Peavey Co. This was 

followed by a "shovel house" built by Z. Boughn, later he 

built the eight cornered elevator that stood for many years 

on the Burlington right of way. A.E. Smith had his meat 

market in operation and J.E. Farley was selling farm 

implements. Ziegler and Boughn opened another 

implement shop on Broadway Street. The G.N. LeValley, 

Pioneer Lumber 

Yard and 

Edwards and 

Bradford Lumber 

Co. had been 

established in the 

fall of 1886. 

   C.S. Whitman, 

in 1887, located 

the Randolph 

State Bank in a 

corner of the 

lobby of the 

Boughn Hotel 

with a capitol of 

$50,000.00. C.H. 

Randall was its 

first bookkeeper 

and within a year 

its cashier. This 

bank is the 

predecessor of the 

present First State Bank. 

James F. Toy of Sioux 

City later took control of 

the bank and built a brick 

building on the comer of 

Broadway and Douglas in 

1890. 

   It was also in 1887 that 

J.L. Stewart came from 

Minnesota to open the 

first drug store. In 1888 

he put in a line of 

furniture and was 

engaged in the 

undertaking business. 

Under President Harrison 

he served as Randolph's postmaster doing so for several 

other terms. 

   H.S. Fisher, the first lawyer, came in 1887 and was 

followed by Dr. Sharpe, a medical doctor, and Dr. Webb, 

a dentist. 

   We should pause here to realize that the founders of our 

community took time to enjoy life. The first Randolph 

dance was held on New Year's Eve in 1886. John Boughn 

and Joe McDonald arranged for the dance in a frame 

building which was being erected on the comer of 

Broadway and Main. The building was unfinished with no 

plaster on the walls, the sides consisting of only drop 

siding. Music was furnished by two fiddlers Ben Hart and 

Will Root, both farm homesteaders who were each paid 

$2.00. A good crowd attended, coming from miles around 

in wagons, each bringing the whole family. Teams were 

left in the livery barn and the people gathered in the 

building to dance. Dancing continued all through the night 

and a midnight lunch was served consisting of cheese, 

ginger snaps, oysters, sardines and crackers. By morning 

the thermometer had dropped to 40 degrees below zero, 

and because of it, none started back to their homes until 

the coldest hours had passed. 

   Will Root, who had homesteaded southeast of Randolph 

in 1880, had brought his 1721 Stradivarius violin with 

him, and continued to play for many Randolph dances 

after that. 

   Music continued with an announcement that a new brass 

band had been formed at Randolph and they would 

provide "grand entertainment" along with supper on 

Friday evening January 13, 1887. 

   The needs of the youth were also kept in mind. In 1887 

a school district was formally organized and a small 

white, frame structure was built on the southeast corner of 

the present West school campus. Emma Smith was its first 

teacher followed by Ida Stewart Sharp who taught the 

entire school. 

   This then set the stage for the small village of Randolph 

which in the following years was to grow and prosper 

with the aid of new businesses, farm families and 

organizations. 

Edwards and Bradford Lumber located on East Broadway Street 

First National Bank later  
named First State Bank 



Early Development 1886-1910 Page 5 
 

   Nature continued to provide obstacles such as the 

famous blizzard of January 12, 1888. The "Big Blizzard,” 

left death in its wake over Nebraska. There are accounts 

of students and teachers leaving country schoolhouses 

after the storm had begun, tying themselves together, 

becoming lost and found the next day, frozen. Farmers 

were reported going after stock and not returning. 

   At the Mitchell school located several miles southwest 

of Randolph, the blizzard brought drama and a happy 

ending. One of the students, George Tatge, later recalled 

his experience. The morning of January 12, was 

unnaturally warm with heavy fog. The day before had 

been spring-like. The storm struck in mid afternoon so 

fast that it was too late to try to return home. The blizzard 

carried a deafening roar and it became as black as night. 

The teacher, Miss Tatge, decided to stay and try to get 

fuel to stay the night.' They formed a human chain to the 

fuel shed and formed a coal scuttle back to the frame 

schoolhouse. In this way they kept themselves moderately 

warm, and shared the scraps left from their lunch buckets. 

When morning came the temperature was bitterly cold. 

The blizzard had stopped and snow was driven mountain 

high over the countryside. Much stock was frozen to 

death. The teacher and children returned safely to their 

homes that morning through huge drifts.   

    And so the community had settled in and went on to 

realize the need for a common burial ground. On March 

30, 1888, Paul Buol, J .F. Farley, Z. Boughn, C.H. Phelps, 

Thomas Zeigler, and C.S. Whitham formed a cemetery 

association. They bought ten acres at $10.00 an acre to 

constitute the Randolph Cemetery. The earliest grave 

recorded is that of Catharine Lucas who died May 1, 

1887, and was buried at the Boughn Ranch; later being 

moved to the Z. Boughn lot in the new cemetery.    

   The town continued to grow and in 1889 a second bank 

was founded by C.H. Randall, W.P. Hill, A.F. Huwaldt 

and Paul Buol. It was known as the Security National 

Bank, it was closed in 1933. 

   By 1889 the town had grown large enough to be 

officially recognized as a village. It was granted a charter 

and the first meeting of the village Board of Trustees was 

held at the residence of D.F. Curtiss on May 13, 1889. Z. 

Boughn, D.F. Curtiss, T.F. Ziegler, C.S. Whitham and 

C.H. Phelps were the first trustees. D.F. Curtiss was 

elected the first Chairman of the Board. Robert Coffin 

was appointed the first marshal and E.F. Bernett the first 

clerk. The next day several ordinances were passed. One 

provided for the construction of sidewalks to be made of 

"good pine lumber" four feet wide except they had to be 

eight feet wide on Main, Broadway, and at least two 

inches thick. A second ordinance provided for a poll or 

labor tax which stated that every male inhabitant between 

ages of 21 and 50 years, between April 1 and November 1 

of each year, either personally or by satisfactory substitute 

perform two days labor upon the streets, alleys or 

highways upon three days notice from the street overseer. 

The labor requirement could be commuted by the 

payment of $3.00 to the city treasurer. 

   In June of 1889 the Board of Trustees passed another 

ordinance providing for the cleaning of hog and cattle 

yards between March and November. One for a license 

tax on dogs was also adopted. This ordinance provided 

that the marshal was to get 50 cents for each dog he killed 

which was not licensed. 

   An estimate of the first fiscal year's expenses was 

published revealing a total budget of $400.00. 

   In July of 1889 the first election was held to pass on a 

$5,000.00 bond issue for the construction and 

maintenance of a system of water works for fire protection 

and supply. Twenty-six votes were cast and 26 votes were 

recorded in favor of the proposition. 

   This was the same year that Mr. Mallory established a 

brickyard just west of Randolph. It provided brick for the 

Brookley building erected in 1890 by W.P. Hill, and for 

the first brick school building. Clay for the yard was 

hauled by a donkey on a two-wheeled cart from another 

site. But the brick proved to be too soft and the yard was 

eventually closed. 

   The records of 1889 indicate the beginning of two 

present day religious denominations in Randolph. The 

first Lutherans met for worship in the brick building on 

the northeast corner of Broadway and Douglas. This 

congregation was under the stimulus of Rev. Hefner of 

Coleridge. A Catholic priest, Father C. Mugan 

administered baptism to Margaret Lynn on March 19, 

1889, and the first Mass was celebrated in the Lynn home 

on April 9 of that year. 

Winter in Randolph, three young ladies on their way to school 

After the blizzard, February 24, 1909 in Randolph 
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   It is also thought that 1889 was the year in which 

"Boughn's Big Store", made of brick, was completed on 

the northeast corner of Broadway and Douglas. It was a 

general merchandise store. At one time it had a shoe 

department, grocery and dry goods. It employed fourteen 

clerks in the busy season and eventually added an elevator 

and cash carrier system with a cashier's cage. 

   The railroad became even more important in the 

development of the town in 1890. The Pacific Shortline, 

later known as the Great Northern, and still later as the 

C.B. & Q., constructed a railroad from Sioux City to 

O'Neill. Thus Randolph had freight and passenger service 

in all four directions. 

   One of the first ventures that this new line encouraged 

was the Randolph Mill, built along the C.B. & Q. tracks in 

1890 by James Thorndike and his son J .S. Thorndike who 

had moved here from Blair. This was the first flour and 

grist mill in southern Cedar County and flour was made 

from locally grown wheat with patrons coming from as 

far as 40 miles away to exchange grain for flour. This 

continued to flourish until this area ceased to produce 

wheat. The Randolph Mill was finally dismantled in 1930. 

   With the two railroads the community eventually saw 

two elevators along the Omaha railroad, and three along 

the Burlington to dispose of a variety of grain crops. 

   Horses were still of prime importance. Livery barns 

provided conveyances for Sunday joy riding as well as for 

essential travel, while blacksmith and harness shops did a 

thriving business. It was 1890 that Abts & Kuhl 

established their harness and saddlery shop which was in 

business for many years. It featured a window, where a 

life-sized replica of a dapple-gray horse stood amid a 

display of fancy buggy whips, fringed fly nets, and brass 

trimmed harness. 

   It was also in 1890 that Nicholas J. Lorge established 

the "Lorge" store which featured a well assorted line of 

general merchandise and enjoyed "a good trade especially 

among, the Germans". 

   Wendell P. Hill (who was born in the same house and 

room as Thos. A. Edison) came to Randolph the same 

year as Lorge and established "Hill's Pharmacy" in a two-

story brick building he built. Several years later Hill, 

along with the Buol Brothers, built what was known as 

the Buol-Hill block located on the northwest corner of 

Broadway and Main. It stands today. His store had one of 

the largest stocks in Northeast Nebraska and did some 

wholesale business as well. Mr. Hill retired from the 

business in 1909. 

   But one of Randolph's largest businesses was that of the 

stockyards. There was one on each railroad which gave 

stock raisers easy access to Omaha, Sioux City, and 

Chicago markets. For many years Nick Colling Sr. and 

Pete Vinckel and later his son J.J. Vinckel were 

competitive local buyers at the Omaha railroad yards, 

while L.H. Bruner was the local buyer at the Burlington 

yard. 

   In time, many pure bred herds were acquired; thorough-

bred Duroc Jerseys and Poland China hogs were raised; a 

Shorthorn Breeders Association was organized; and with 

the importation, from Iowa, of four Shorthorn animals at a 

purchase price of nearly $900.00, "the choicest bunch of 

cattle in this part of the state" was to be found on the D.O. 

Collins farm. The shipping of 473 sheep from Randolph 

in one year was a significant accomplishment among 

sheep raisers. 

   The Board of Trustees worked to improve the town and 

installed six kerosene street lamps in 1891. They spent 

much of their time working on installing sidewalks and 

street grades, constructing a water works and controlling 

dogs. In 1890, they appointed a committee of two trustees 

"to call upon the marshal and ascertain what he proposed 

to do concerning the enforcement of ordinances". 

   

 In 1891 the Randolph Methodist Church dedicated its 

parsonage and first church. In 1892 a small wooden 

church, 24' by 40', was completed by the Catholic 

community. The first resident pastor, Father Albert Hork, 

came in 1894, and a Catholic school was built in 1899. 

The Lutheran congregation received its first resident 

pastor, Rev. Conrad Poecker, in 1897. It was this same 

year that the Presbyterian Church was dedicated after 

formation of the church in 1892. By 1895, a Baptist 

Church had been formed with H.S. Fisher as Sunday 

Randolph Public School made from Randolph brick 

Early day Christmas card 
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School Superintendent and a Episcopalian congregation 

was in existence by 1898. 

   These same years saw the growth of the Randolph 

school. In 1893 the frame school building was moved and 

a brick building was erected on the present West Campus. 

It was made of Randolph brick. That year Dr. L.J. 

Townsend was selected the first superintendent and in the 

spring, G. Arthur Benedict graduated from the tenth 

grade. In 1896, the eleventh grade was added and in 1900 

the twelfth grade. M.P. Buol, later a prominent 

businessman in Randolph, constituted the class of 1900 

and as such, was the first graduate of the twelfth grade. 

  In June of 1897 the fifth commencement from Randolph 

High's tenth grade was held at the Boughn Opera House 

and drew a large crowd filling the main floor and the 

gallery. About half way through the exercise the west 

gallery began to collapse, however several men dashed to 

brace the supports while the spectators evacuated the 

gallery safely. The ceremony was then continued to its 

conclusion. 

    

It was during the 1890's that the town grew gradually with 

new businesses opening and changing hands frequently. 

New people came, some staying and others moving on. 

   An early landmark in Randolph was built by the 

Chicago, St. Paul Minneapolis and Omaha railroad in 

1894. It was an overhead bridge or viaduct on Jackson 

Street, 22 feet above the railroad tracks and 22 feet wide, 

which was used for many years. 

   The founders of the community were not content to rest 

on their accomplishments. Capt. Z. Boughn and L.H. 

Bruner organized a special cattle train to Chicago in 

February of 1896. It consisted of two locomotives, forty 

"palace stock cars" and one passenger coach. The event 

drew the "jolliest crowds of men ever assembled at the 

railway station" to see off "Randolph's great train". Lively 

selections were played by an eleven member band which 

accompanied the "handsomely decorated stock train" to 

the cheers of the local residents. The three-day trip of 

livestock and men across Iowa and Illinois was 

interrupted by many stops where the band played and 

Capt. Boughn gave speeches, about the virtues of the 

Randolph area, to large crowds. At Marion, Iowa, Capt. 

Boughn proclaimed the title, "Randolph, the Egypt of 

Nebraska", and his remarks were so well received that 

"cheers and hurrahs for Randolph almost deafened the 

ears." 

   No doubt the men on the train had taken along a good 

supply of the "Randolph Reporter" cigars, hand 

manufactured in the J.J. Hamond cigar factory. This 

business was established in January of 1896 at the corner 

of Main and Broadway and was in operation for several 

years. 

   On returning, the Randolph promoters found that the 

local markets were corn 12 cents; oats 10 cents; hogs 

$2.55; and cattle $2.65. Free silver was the national issue 

and the town had four 

newspapers each stating 

its own political view. 

   In the summer of 1896 

one of the town's editors 

took note of the first ten 

years in this way: "We 

overheard a gentleman in 

conversation the other day 

remark that ten years ago 

this summer he herded 

1,500 head of cattle on the 

very ground where 

Randolph now stands. His 

statement is of course true, 

but it hardly seems 

possible when we look 

over our beautiful and 

enterprising little city of 

1,200 people, with its 

large number of fine residences and business blocks, its 

modern schoolhouse, its water works, mill, creamery, two 

railroads, etc. etc. The fact that our town has had such 

rapid and healthy development during so short a lifetime, 

one third of which time has been a time of panic and 

financial distress, is but added proof of the wonderful 

fertility of our soil and the great resources of this part of 

Nebraska, as well as of the intelligence and enterprise of 

our people, both in town and in the surrounding country." 

   If visitors were enticed to come to this community it 

was ready. According to a well-preserved 1896 ledger 

used by J.M. Huey, early day proprietor of the Randolph 

House, transient board could be had for $1.00 a day, 25 

cents for lodging and 25 cents per meal, with rates of 

$15.00 per month for regular patrons. No doubt, ham, 

sour milk biscuits, corn bread, mashed potatoes, dried 

corn, hominy, apple jelly, honey, and vinegar pie graced 

Viaduct which was dismantled in January 1934 
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this boarding house table. These were the mainstay dishes 

of those days. 

   Randolph had become a town to come back to. Fr. 

Albert Hork left for Chile in 1897 for health reasons at the 

suggestion of his doctor. After about two months he 

returned, happy to be home and noting that "people were 

about half-civilized" in Chile. 

    

   The first phone line was strung in 1898 between Hill's 

Pharmacy and the Short Line Depot which was "a great 

convenience to town people". A line was later strung to 

the Hill residence. The following year a toll station was 

opened by the Nebraska Telephone Company and the first 

exchange was built by Nebraska Clark Automatic 

Telephone Company in 1904. Miss Myrtle Fox was the 

first telephone operator.     

   Reese & Aegerter, a prominent real estate firm in 

Randolph, produced a booklet on the town in 1898. It 

included pictures and commentary on the successful 

farmers and businessmen here. It was sent to the area 

around Cascade, in eastern Iowa, to attract investors. It 

noted that "there are many opportunities for live energetic 

men with small capital". It claimed that a few wild lands 

could still be bought for $12.50 to $18.00 per acre and 

improved farms for $20 to $25 per acre. It boasted that 

"Flax, chicory, broomcorn, sugar beets and sorghum can 

be successfully raised in this state and with the factories in 

close proximity the raw material can be worked up to 

advantage From the year 1890, Nebraska has produced 

more corn to the acre than any other state in the union. 

Flax grows abundantly in this locality and good money 

can be realized from this crop." The booklet must have 

had a positive effect since we know many of the town's 

current families trace their ancestors to Cascade and in 

1903 we find a reference to the "Cascade Colony" located 

northeast of Randolph.  

   Entertainment for the community flourished and varied. 

The town band was always in demand and fund drives 

were periodically undertaken to raise money for new 

uniforms. Literary Societies sprung up throughout the 

countryside debating such questions as, "Resolved, that 

there is more happiness than misery in this life." Within 

the town a Dramatic Company organized under the 

auspices of the Episcopal Ladies Guild, and the play "The 

Galley Slave" was presented to the largest audience ever 

assembled in Randolph realizing over $56.00 in receipts. 

The Boughn Opera house was home to many traveling 

theater companies as well as other attractions such as the 

"Herbal Remedy Co.", "Catfish Charlie", an itinerant 

violin player, hit the town for five or six years in the 

middle 1890's "charming the populace with the sweet 

strains of the violin which he handles to perfection". The 

Campbell Bros. Circus set up its big top in 1898 and in 

the middle of its performance a severe storm caved in the 

canvas causing panic with screaming women crawling 

under the sides. Two people were injured. 

   Baseball was the community sport and the pride of the 

town. Teams would go from town to town via the railroad 

to play each other and the local papers would engage in 

constant battles as to which town team was the best. The 

populace was adamant in their love for the game, in fact, a 

ballgame "was a feature" of the wedding reception 

honoring Helena Hassman and Adam Donnely. 

   The O'Neill vs. Randolph game in July of 1895 found 

the Randolph Stalwarts victorious. At the end of the 

eighth the O'Neill team was ahead 7 to 5. The account of 

the ninth goes like this: "Our boys spit in their hands and 

looked at each other, but kept silent - it was their last time 

at bat with the 

visitors in the lead. 

Well, to make a 

long story short, 

they found the 

sphere and pounded 

it all over the field, 

running in three 

beautiful little tallies 

and retired much to 

the satisfaction of 

our people."    

Randolph won 8 to 

7. "It was an elegant 

game and enjoyed 

by all." The winning 

pitchers for the 

Stalwarts were Watt 

and Carroll. 

   The Reed land on 

the north edge of 

town was the scene 

of horse races, 

fireworks displays, and a G.A.R. (Grand Army of the 

Republic) encampment. Many times these activities were 

part of a Fourth of July celebration. The Fourth of July 

celebration in 1895 drew about 3,000 people and included 

a parade, speeches, races, dancing, baseball and fireworks. 

It was declared a "grand success”. 

   The G.A.R. activities were not confined to 

encampments, for at one time the local post was said to be 

First telephone exchange in Randolph 

Fred Thies played for many dances in 
the early 1900s.  He composed a song  

"Just Thinking" published in 1923. 
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"first in the state in membership, first financially, and first 

socially". The annual G.A.R. picnics held in the E.W. 

Leicy grove attracted more than one hundred picnickers. 

Both the G.A.R. and W.R.C. (Women's Relief Corps) 

were active participants in Decoration Day observances. 

Schoolchildren participated in Decoration Day services, 

some with recitations, but the majority by marching in a 

procession from the Opera House to the cemetery. 

   Politics was of great interest and widely debated. Local 

parties were formed and local candidates put up for 

village, county and state offices. The newspapers played a 

vital role in this dialogue. Wm. Jennings Bryan, known to 

his generation as the Great Commoner and champion of 

"Free Silver", gave a speech in Randolph in September of 

1899. He later addressed a crowd at Laurel of three to four 

thousand people. It is said that he returned to Randolph in 

1903. On that occasion his auto was supposedly involved 

in an accident a few miles from town and he rode into 

town in a wagon drawn by a team of mules. Actually, the 

accident rumor and the entrance into town behind the 

Democratic Party's emblem had been prearranged by the 

local Bryan Club, an active organization during the Bryan 

Campaigns. 

   Tempers could run high. Chas. H. Harris, editor of the 

Randolph Times and Belden News, shot and killed J.H. 

Blenkiron of Randolph in Belden in December of 1899. 

They were in an altercation over an article in the Belden 

News about Blenkiron, when the tragedy occurred. 

Blenkiron was a member of the firm of Blenkiron Bros. of 

Randolph which ran a mill works and pine lumber outlet. 

In March of 1900 a jury found Harris "not guilty" of the 

murder charge against him. 

   With little other excitement the town ushered in the new 

century confident of the future. At about this time three 

men placed their confidence in the community which 

proved well founded. Dr. A.E. Cook came in late 1899 

and practiced medicine here for fifty-one years. Harry 

Burke came in the same year and was a tailor for over 

fifty years and H.L. Peck came in 1900 being the editor of 

the Times for 39 years. Improvements continued with the 

Boughn Opera House being enlarged, 

refitted and the adding of new scenery 

an Opera Company to stage a 

performance of the opera Fra Diavola 

at the Opera House and the statement 

was made that, "No such opportunity 

for high class entertainment has ever 

before been presented to the people of 

Randolph ..."Tickets were 50 cents 

and 75 cents.  

   Cement walks were installed around 

the Boughn Hotel in 1900. It was also 

in this year that the Randolph business 

houses entered into an agreement to 

close their stores at eight o'clock 

every evening during the week except 

Saturday.  

   Not everything was considered an 

improvement. A local editor noted in 

his April 21, 1900, edition that, "The craze for shaving off 

moustaches seems to have taken possession of most of the 

male citizens of Randolph. It will be well for them not to 

visit any city in their present condition, as they might get 

taken in for unsophisticated youth."  

   One of the ever present dangers was that of a runaway 

team of horses hitched to a buggy or wagon. Many 

accounts are found of these incidents during these early 

days. One of the most famous is probably that of the 

runaway occurring in October of 1900. Dr. Charles C. 

Crawl, who came to town in 1890, was on his way to a 

house call when the horses on his buggy were "spooked". 

He jumped from the "rampaging buggy hitting his head 

fatally". The obituary contained this sentiment. "The 

writer of this article feels the inability to properly estimate 

the worth of a citizen who has been so loved for his 

character and the great amount of good he has been to 

Randolph." Dr. Q.A. Kerley, from Honeyben, Illinois, 

took over his practice that fall. 

1895 Fourth of July Parade 

 Randolph House Hotel on the corner of Hughson and Main 
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   Fire was also a danger. The town was threatened by its 

first prairie fire in 1896 but it spread rapidly northward 

burning a half section of untilled land from the Matt 

Hosch Sr. farm to the J.W. Stukel Sr. farm. It burned all 

of the buildings on the Stukel farm except the house and a 

grain bin. However, the town was not spared in August of 

I901. The old "Sioux City" block located on the south side 

of Broadway, west of Main burned. It started in the Nance 

Meat Market when the lard Ernest Nance was rendering 

caught fire. Four business houses were burned to the 

ground. When the occupants of the Hyatt and Lucas 

Bakery, Confectionary and Cigar Store were alerted that 

the building was on fire, Mrs. Geo. Hyatt, wife of one of 

the proprietors calmly removed her apron and hung it on 

its customary hook before fleeing the building. The 

Security State Bank brick building was then built on this 

site. 

   Epidemics of various diseases were an ever present 

worry. There are many accounts of deaths due to measles, 

small pox, diphtheria, pneumonia, whopping cough, polio 

and influenza during these years. No age was exempt and 

quarantines were periodically announced. The medical 

profession did all they could but sometimes the medicine 

was worse than the disease. During the measles epidemic 

of 1907, Dr. A.E. Cook prescribed medicine made by the 

pharmacist to Frank Sweetser and Judge Miller. Frank 

died and the Judge almost did. The pharmacist had failed 

to mix the batch properly and a high amount of arsenic 

got in the men's prescriptions. 

   The community perceived another evil, "Demon 

Whiskey". In 1903 Randolph "will present the spectacle 

of six saloons." In addition the village issued three 

wholesale licenses. The saloon licenses were $100.00 

each while the wholesale licenses were $50.00 each. This 

represented a large portion of the Village revenue. 

However, in about 1906 the town went "dry". By 1909 the 

City was in financial trouble and many thought it was 

from the loss of revenue from liquor licenses and the loss 

of business to other towns. Almost all of the street-

lighting arc lamps were out of commission because of no 

money to fix them and the city was at its maximum tax 

levy. An election was then held to consider the question 

of granting liquor licenses but it failed and the town 

remained "dry". 

   Improvements continued and the rural mail routes were 

established in the summer of 1903. Some of the original 

carriers were Ed Casteel, Glenn Clark, Peter Van Buskirk, 

and Henry Howe. There were five routes from Randolph 

and the first trips were made on horseback. Each carrier 

had four horses using two each day and alternating. Later 

wagons were used. 

   The issue of electric lights began to be discussed by 

1903. In order to have a bond issue large enough for a 

light plant the village had to be reorganized as a second- 

class city under Nebraska law. This was done in July of 

1903 with the town having a large enough population, 

1165 people. Under this system S.W. Mosher was elected 

Mayor in the spring of 1904. 

   But it wasn't until 1906, that the light plant was 

installed. The bid was let in January of that year for a 

Westinghouse generator and the necessary poles. The cost 

was $9,000.00. 

   This advance allowed John Boughn to install a moving 

picture machine in the opera house in 1908. He featured 

new and different movies every Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday nights at prices "so low all can afford to attend". 

But critics noted that the arc light in the machine needed 

so much power  the street 

lights had to be cut off and 

all the incandescent lights 

in town were dimmed to the 

great inconvenience and 

annoyance of all. The 

movie theater was later 

moved to a separate 

building and bought by Dab 

and Mabel Ulm in 1912. 

City Light Plant 

Looking South across Randolph 
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The community never forgot its agricultural roots. In 1904 

the Randolph Fair Association was formed for the 

"purpose of the organization to hold out inducements for 

fancy stock raisers to exhibit their stock". J.L. Chapman 

was its first president. The premium list that year included 

best sow under one year, set silver knives and forks worth 

$4.00; boar any age, first, copy of Life of Wm. McKinnly 

and second, two volume set of Shakespeare; calf(cow) 

nine months and under, oak rocking chair worth $3.50. 

August Huwaldt won the most prizes in the cattle division 

and Tilton Weber the most in the hog division, while R.A. 

Collier walked away with three in the chicken division. 

The 1905 event was listed as a "hummer" drawing about 

5,000 people and featuring horse races. 

   The Randolph Corn Show was also staged in December 

of 1909 and 1910 featuring yellow, white and pop corn as 

well as oats and wheat. These drew a good number of 

entries. 

   The G.A.R. remained active and in October of 1905 the 

Soldiers Monument in the Randolph cemetery was 

dedicated and presented to the G.A.R. by Z.Boughn, 

representing the community, at an all day ceremony 

starting at 11:00 A.M. It was built by Louis Sommers of 

Randolph at a cost of $800.00. 

   Weather continued to cause problems. The blizzard of 

February 8, 1909, was the worst since that of 1888. It 

piled drifts to the roofs of buildings. Wires were down 

and the trains were kept out of town for days. The large 

snows caused large floods that spring in town. Several 

years prior to this a tornado struck in May of 1903. 

Traveling in a northeasterly direction it struck first at the 

cemetery, then lifted until it reached "Cyclone Hill”, the 

farm that Marvin Nordhues resides on. Leaving 

destruction in its path it continued on into the area known 

as the Cascade Colony. Fortunately, no lives were lost but 

much damage was done. 

   However, not everything was washed away in the floods 

of 1909, and that summer the City began a clean-up 

campaign. The City Council discussed an ordinance to 

impose a $5.00 fine for spitting chewing tobacco on the 

sidewalks. The editor approved with the following 

observations: "Ladies in passing up and down the 

thoroughfares must take to the streets, trail their skirts 

through these slimy pools of tobacco-juice or gather their 

skirts in their hand wading through ankle deep." 

Stockyards were also attacked which emitted, "frightful 

whiffs of scented air". 

   It was during these years that Sam and George Reed's 

ice cream business grew and prospered. They came to 

town in 1897 and several years later established a 

restaurant. They began freezing ice cream in a five-gallon 

freezer turning out their famous "Velvet" brand. By 1911 

they had installed a seventy-five gallon mixer and in July 

froze a record 300 gallons in six and a half hours. The 

product was sold all over northeast Nebraska. They 

expanded into butter, cottage cheese and long horn 

cheese. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alvin Kessler Old Soldiers Monument 

Locust Villa- August and Minnie Huwaldt in car around 1910 
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Randolph remained a center for marketing agricultural 

products, and in one week in April of 1910, Randolph 

merchants bought 100,000 eggs. 

   In that same month Randolph's great bank 

robbery occurred. J.J. Carroll, a pioneer of 

1886 who served as city marshal for thirty 

years, recounted the event. At approximately 

2:00 a.m. the marshal was about to pass the 

corner of the old Boughn Store on his 

nightly round to meet the Burlington freight, 

when three men approached him from the 

west. "Presenting revolvers" at his head, they 

took his gun, tied a rope loosely around his 

arms and body, and led him to the rear of the 

First National Bank. One man remained to 

guard him while the other two went to the 

Carl Schauppner blacksmith shop for tools. 

On their return they broke the front door 

glass, admitting one of them who then 

unlocked the rear door. After the second of 

seven explosions one of the men removed 

the sack from Mr. Carroll's head but forced 

him to remain as they had placed him seated on the floor 

of a small closet, with his back to its door and in range of 

flying pieces of steel. Shortly after the men left, the clock 

struck three whereupon Mr. Carroll phoned F.S. Stegge, 

cashier of the bank. The sum of $11,000.00 was taken but 

the culprits were never found. The bank was open the next 

morning for regular business and was completely insured. 

   Randolph did have its successes in the political arena. 

John Kuhl represented Cedar and Pierce Counties as a 

Democrat in the State Legislature for several years 

beginning in 1907. He was termed a "conservative" who 

stood with the people against corporations and was 

chairman of the Legislative Committee on Privileges and 

Elections. Senator G.W. Wiltse from Randolph was not so 

fortunate and served only one term as a State Senator at 

Lincoln being defeated in 1910. 

   A new brick Catholic School was dedicated in July of 

1910 replacing the old school built in 1899. In June of 

1911 bids were let for the construction of a new Randolph 

Public School by D.J. Farrell of Omaha at a cost of 

$26,389.00. The old building was torn down. These 

buildings served the educational needs of the community 

for many years to come. 

   We end the first twenty-five years of Randolph's history 

noting the beginning of a new era created by the invention 

of the automobile. Winebrenner, a local insurance man, 

was the first to own an auto, which consisted of a one 

cylinder engine with rubber tired wheels which resembled 

a bicycle with a stick to steer. Another early car was a 

"Brush" owned by Henry Hawe, a mail carrier. In July 

1910 Duward Park, Will Hammond, Jennie Boughn, and 

Ethel Turner "autoed to the Chautauqua" and W.T. Fisher 

"took a load of Randolph people to Wayne in his big 

Kissel Kar". A Hupmobile was sold to a Magnet resident, 

and Jared Stageman was about to buy a 1911 Cadillac. 

And of course Mr. Fred Weber had the first Model T 

Ford. 

   The grim reality of the dangers which can be found in 

the auto soon struck the Weber family. In April of 1910 

Tilton Weber, Fred Weber's son, was killed at the age of 

42 in one of the first car wrecks in this area. Tilton was 

driving his auto from Osmond to Randolph at about 35 to 

45 MPH when he tried to pass another car. In doing so, he 

hit a rut, overturned the car, and was fatally thrown from 

it. Despite the dangers, the auto continued to become ever 

more popular and had as great an impact on the life of this 

community as did the early railroads. 

Bernard Leiting farm north of Randolph 


