FAMILY HISTORIES
Delbert and Marjorie Ahlman
Delbert
Ahlman
was born July 10,
1917,
at
Pierce,
Nebraska, to Herman
and
Ida
(Hitz)
Ahlman.
He was
baptized in St. John's
Lutheran church by
Rev. Hilpert.
On December 28,
1941, he was united
in
marriage
to
Marjorie Hausmann
by Rev. M.F. Scheips,
Pierce. Marjorie was
born November 3,
1921, near Randolph,
Delbert and Marjorie Ahlman
and was the daughter
of George and Rosa (Stueckrath) Hausmann. Marjorie
Hausmann was baptized by the Rev. William Jassman at
Belden, Nebraska. She spent her teenage life in the
Randolph area. Vernon, her brother, and six other
horseback riders from east and south of Randolph rode to
school at Sholes, Nebraska, to get their education.
Many exciting incidents happened to them. Marjorie's
dad, George Hausmann, provided the family with many
horses to ride, but sister Hazel preferred to ride in a top
buggy and she would hitch her horse up every morning to
go to school. However, they used that top buggy for them
and all their friends to go ice skating. They called it "their
fresh air taxicab". Sometimes their Dad would take them
to school in a lumber wagon when the weather was
extremely cold. Their Mom would heat bricks or bags of
oats to keep them warm on their way to school in the
wagon.
Marjorie had many hobbies, including taking pictures,
keeping scrapbooks and photograph books, and dancing.
She took tap dancing in high school from Iola Higgins.
She joined Hazel and Vernon to go ballroom dancing at
the West Randolph Ballroom where the big bands played.
Lawrence Welk, Leo Pieper, Gene Pieper, and Paul
Morehead were some of the bands. William and Ruby
Munter were managers of the ballroom. This is where she
met her husband, Delbert, who also enjoyed dancing.
She married and raised her family on a farm southwest
of Randolph. Delbert and Marjorie had four daughters:
Mrs. William (Sandra) Buckendahl, Pierce; Sylvia
Ahlman, Pierce; Mrs. George (Sherry) Bradley,
Randolph; and Mrs. Richard C. (Sheila) Meyer, Kearney,
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Nebraska. They had nine grandchildren: Chad and Brice
Buckendahl; Stephanie, Christopher, and Nicholas
Bradley; and Quentin, Aaron, Lane, and Cole Meyer.
Marjorie taught in District 38, south of Randolph and in
District 41, Wayne County; District 3 and in District 64 in
Pierce County; and fifteen years in Pierce Public Schools
in grades three and four. After twenty-five years, she
retired in August of 1983. Delbert was a retired farmer.
Delbert and Marjorie enjoyed camping, traveling, and
attending country music festivals. Marjorie passed away
in March, 1987. Delbert moved to Randolph for a few
years, but returned to Pierce before passing away in
December, 2004. Revised and submitted by Sherry
Bradley

Larry and Linda Alderson
Larry
Alderson
and his twin brother,
Lyle, were born
February 2, 1946 in
Sioux City, Iowa to
Robert and Irene
(Jordan) Alderson.
Lyle passed away
three weeks later.
Larry grew up in the
Carroll
and
Randolph area. He
attended District 75,
a rural school, and
then
entered
Randolph
Public
School where he
graduated in 1963.
Larry and Linda Alderson
Linda Winkelbauer
was born July 1, 1947 in Hastings, Nebraska, to Donald
and Lorraine (Graf) Winkelbauer. She attended Sholes
Public School, then entered Randolph Public School
where she graduated in 1965.
Larry attended Wayne State College for one year before
he entered the United States Air Force for four years. He
was stationed in Mississippi and Guam. Following his
discharge, he earned a degree in Business Administration
from Wayne State College. Linda attended Stewarts
School of Cosmetology in Sioux City, Iowa, following
high school graduation and has worked ever since in this
field.
Linda and Larry were married June 3, 1967 at St.
Frances Catholic Church in Randolph. Larry has been
employed at Farmer‘s State Bank in Carroll, manager of
Bicenntenial Pork in Carroll, First National Bank in
Belden and currently is self-employed at Alderson
Insurance Agency in Randolph. Linda has worked in the
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field of Cosmetology and has her own business, Country
Curl, in Belden where they have lived since 1980.
Larry and Linda have three children. Amy was born
June 11, 1970 in Columbus, Mississippi. She attended
Randolph Public School, graduating in 1988. She
attended and graduated from the University of Nebraska
at Kearney in 1992 with a degree in Business
Administration. She married Reggie Arduser, October 3,
1992 at St. Frances Catholic Church in Randolph. They
live in Lincoln, Nebraska where they both work and are
raising their family: Josie, age nine and Drew, age five.
Clinton was born January 16, 1974 in Osmond,
Nebraska. He graduated in 1992 from Randolph Public
School. He attended and graduated from Doane College
with a degree in Education in 1996. He married Denise
Kozial, July 17, 2004 in Omaha, Nebraska. They live in
LaVista, Nebraska with their son Brady, age two.
Katie was born August 31, 1979 in Osmond, Nebraska.
She graduated from Randolph Public School in 1997. She
then attended and graduated from Bryan School of
Nursing in Lincoln, Nebraska in 2000. She married Chad
Kranau, October 27, 2003 at Coleridge, Nebraska. They
now live in Lincoln and have two children: Nellie, age
four and Jacob, age four months.
They all agree RANDOLPH, NEBRASKA has been a
good home. Submitted by Larry and Linda Alderson

Rick and Vicki Alderson

Bryan, Danielle, Vicki and Rick Alderson

Rick Alderson, son of Robert and Irene Alderson was
born October 11, 1958 at Norfolk, Nebraska. Rick
received all of his education at Randolph Public School,
graduating in 1977.
Vicki Thelen, daughter of Norbert and (Doris Thelen
deceased), and step-daughter of Ruth Thelen, was born
June 11, 1958 in Norfolk, Nebraska. Vicki received her
elementary education at St. Frances Catholic School, and
junior high and high school at Randolph Public School,
graduating in 1976.
On June 2, 1979 Rick and Vicki were married at St.
Frances Catholic Church. Rick was employed with
Carhart Lumber for over twenty one years and the past
eleven years has been employed with West Hodson
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Lumber in Osmond, Nebraska. Vicki was employed with
the First State Bank in Randolph for sixteen years and the
past five years has been employed with Family 1st Dental.
Rick and Vicki are the parents of two children. Bryan
Robert was born September 3, 1985 in Norfolk, Nebraska
and Danielle Doris was born October 29, 1987 in Norfolk,
Nebraska. The family dog is Chandler.
Bryan graduated from Randolph Public School in 2004
and from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln in 2008
with a degree in Business Administration; he currently is
employed in Lincoln.
Danielle graduated from Randolph Public School in
2006 and will graduate from the University of Nebraska
in Lincoln, with a degree in Elementary Education in May
2010.
Rick and Vicki are members of St. Frances Catholic
Church. Submitted by Rick and Vicki Alderson

Robert and Irene Alderson
Robert Alderson was born April 30, 1924 on a farm
near Belden, Nebraska. He was the only child of Mr. and
Mrs. W.C. (Dutch) Alderson. He received eight years of
his education at a rural school north and east of Belden.
His high school education was attained at Belden, and he
graduated in 1941. During his high school days, he
worked after school and on Saturdays at Cravens‘ Grocery
store in Belden, riding his bicycle to and from school and
work. After high school, he worked for Gerald Fox of
Belden who did custom hay baling. He also helped his
father in farming.
On October 28, 1943, he married Irene Jordan at
Hartington, Nebraska, and they lived on a farm six miles
northeast of Randolph. They were members of the United
Methodist Church of Randolph.
On February 2, 1946, they became the parents of twin
sons, Larry and Lyle, born at St. Vincent Hospital in
Sioux City, Iowa. Their life was saddened when Lyle
passed away at three weeks of age.
In 1952, they moved to a farm near Carroll and lived
there for one year. Then they came to Randolph where
Robert ran a mobile feed grinder for the Olberding
Brothers who were in the elevator business.
In 1958 Bob and Harold Pepper purchased the mobile
grinder from the Olberdings and went into business for
themselves. Their first place of business was located at
the former State Farm Insurance building, which is now
The Shear Image Salon, they named the business
Randolph Feed & Milling. That same year, another son,
Rick, was born to the Aldersons on October 11, 1958.
After three years, Bob and Harold moved the business
into what is now the city clerk‘s office. Here they
purchased the second mobile grinding unit. Space
became limited, so after a few years Faye Roberts put up a
building on the south edge of the business district and
they moved their business into it. After a couple years,
Bob purchased Harold‘s part of the business and was sole
owner. Some of his employees over the years were
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Lavern Jones, Lawrence Hochstein, Gene Dibbert, Paul
Eddie, Lonnie Eberhardt, and Lester Meier.
During these years, Bob was associated with Triple F
Feeds, and in connection with their feed program,
purchased a Soybean Extruder machine and processed the
farmers‘ soybeans, retaining all the oil in them. He and
Wendell Eddie built a mobile unit and did custom
processing also.
As years went by, the cost of repairs and maintenance
rose too much, so he sold the mobile grinders and the
extruder machines and just sold feed and veterinary
products and ran the business himself, cutting the name to
Randolph Feed. He was in business over 28 years and
was one of the older surviving businesses in Randolph.
Their son Larry began his education in a rural school
and entered the Randolph School in the third grade,
graduating in 1963. He spent four years with the Air
Force, most of them at Columbus, Mississippi, and six
months in Guam. He married Linda Winkelbauer,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Winkelbauer, on June 3,
1967. They have three children, Amy, Clinton and Katie.
Their other son, Rick, attained his grade and high
school education at the Randolph Public Schools,
graduating in May 1977. On June 2, 1979, he married
Vicki Thelen, daughter of Norbert and Ruth Thelen. They
have one son Bryan, and a daughter Danielle.
Irene Alderson passed way in April 1994 and Robert
Alderson passed away on January 27, 2007.

Reverend Ivan Robert and Lois Amman

Mark, Ivan, Leah, Lois, John Amman

Ivan Robert Amman, born July 28, 1929, at Greeley,
Colorado, is the son of the late Albert G. and DeLestal
(Humphrey) Amman. Ivan lived his first seven years on a
farm north of Bethune, Colorado, and then the family
moved into Bethune, where his father became a rural mail
carrier.
Ivan was active in sports, plays and also won a trip to
the 4-H Club Congress in Chicago in 1947. He graduated
from Bethune High School in 1948. In the fall, he went to
Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa for his B. A. Degree.
He then went on to Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa,
in 1952. Ivan met Lois Marie Salmon while on internship
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, in San Diego,
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California. It was Mother‘s Day and Lois was guest
soloist; Ivan preached the sermon. Lois and her parents
were on vacation visiting her brother. Pastor Kibler‘s
wife enjoyed playing Cupid to some extent, encouraging
Ivan to get to know Lois better.
Lois Marie, born April 27, 1928, in St. Paul, Minnesota,
is the daughter of the late John Robert Salmon and Frieda
Bertha (Peske) Salmon. After graduating from Murray
High School, she worked at the St. Paul Dispatch
Newspaper and later began secretarial work at Farmers
union Grain Terminal Association.
Ivan and Lois were married on December 23, 1955.
They lived in Dubuque, Iowa until his graduation from
Wartburg Seminary in 1956 with a Master of Divinity
Degree. In March, preparations began for their trip to the
mission field in New Guinea. Ivan was ordained in his
home church, Immanuel Lutheran Church Bethune,
Colorado, on July 22, 1956, and the couple was
commissioned as missionaries the same day. Two days
later they went on their way to New Guinea via ship to
Australia.
Upon arrival in Lae, New Guinea, Ivan was put to work
as a guest preacher. After a few days, the couple went to
Madang, where they lived on Graged Island, only to be
separated two days later, as the new missionary was taken
on a bush trip for a week. Lois and Ivan lived three weeks
with an Australian couple and then moved into a small
wash-house.
Lois went to the hospital the next day and Beth Marie
was born into the Amman family on September 19, 1956.
Language study began almost immediately and continued
in earnest until the family moved to Amele at the end of
November. Many trips into the dense bush followed for
Ivan. While at Amele, three more children were born:
John Albert on November 5, 1957; Mark Ivan on March
13, 1960 and Leah Eileen on May 23, 1963. After
completing a seven year term, it was time for a year
furlough in the United States. They made their home in
St. Paul, Minnesota, doing deputation work for the Board
of World Missions of the American Lutheran Church.
The family returned to New Guinea in September of
1964 for a six-year term of service. The Amman‘s
returned again to the United States in April-May 1970 via
Hong Kong and Japan. After three months in Denver,
Colorado, where Ivan took some Clinical Pastoral
Training the couple accepted a dual call to Congregations
in Ithaca and Davey, Nebraska. In addition to his
congregational work, Ivan called on new members for the
Lutheran Churches in Lincoln six days a month.
Lois loved flowers and set out to make the place
beautiful. Ivan had a large garden of vegetables and had
the honor of winning first place at the Nebraska State Fair
for Indian corn and hot banana peppers. The children
attended school in Wahoo.
On September 13, 1976, the family moved to Randolph
and Ivan became the pastor of St. John‘s Lutheran church.
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Mark and Leah graduated from the Randolph high
School. Beth worked for awhile at Colonial Manor and
then became an LPN. John did not attend school here, but
preferred to complete his senior year in Wahoo, where he
could graduate mid-year.

John Harvey, on July 4, 1984, the couple moved to Fort
Collins, Colorado.
Three more children were added to John‘s family:
Molly, Marcus and Mara.
The company where John was employed moved the
family to Omaha, then to Norfolk, Nebraska. He later
was transferred to Kingman, Arizona to start another
store. After two years he was moved to Clinton, Iowa to
begin a new store. Sometime later he was sent to
Glasgow, Kentucky to start yet another store. In 2002 the
family returned to Sioux City, Iowa where John still
works for the bearing company.
Submitted by John and Deana Amman

Mark and Deborah Amman

Mark, Beth, John Amman

After sixteen and a half years in Randolph, Ivan and
Lois retired in January, 1993 and moved to Burlington,
Colorado. After four months, Rev. Amman began an
interim pastorate at Burlington and served the church
there for thirteen months. He retired again for seven
months, and then began serving his home congregation of
Immanuel at Bethune, Colorado. He served them for
eleven months.
After his mother died in July 1997, the couple moved to
Faribault, Minnesota to be closer to their son Mark.
Ivan has been doing woodwork since 1994. He began
Intarsia in 1996 and as of now has his work in nine
foreign countries, 32 states and a museum in New York.
Submitted by Rev. Ivan and Lois Amman

John and Deana Amman
John Albert Amman, son of Reverend Ivan and Lois
(Salmon) Amman, was born November 5, 1957, at
Jagaum Hospital, Papua New Guinea, while his parents
were missionaries. John received his early education at
Gagidu and Wau, Papua New Guinea and later graduated
from Wahoo High School, Wahoo, Nebraska.
When his parents moved to Randolph, John remained at
Ithaca, Nebraska, so he could finish his education at
Wahoo. John worked for a farmer at Ithaca, and went to
art school in Omaha. Later he went to work for a bearing
company in Omaha. He worked for Power Drive
Bearings of Sioux City, Iowa and after a year went to
Denver, Colorado, where he began work for Kaman
Bearings. He worked in Grand Junction, Colorado and
later for them at Fort Collins, Colorado.
John married Deana Zortman of Bloomfield, Colorado,
the daughter of the late Terry Zortman and Karen
Zortman. After their marriage on June 4, 1983, they lived
at Grand Junction, until moving to Randolph in July, 1983
while waiting for an apartment in Sioux City, Iowa where
John was working. After the birth of their son, Michael
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Mark Ivan is the son of Reverend Ivan and Lois
(Salmon) Amman, born March 13, 1960 at Jagaum
Hospital, Papua New Guinea, where his parents were
missionaries on the island. Mark received his early
education at Gagidu, Papua New Guinea and later Wahoo,
Nebraska. He moved with his parents to Randolph,
September 13, 1976 and graduated from Randolph High
School.
Mark graduated with a B.S. Degree from Dana College,
Blair. Nebraska. His Dana years were broken up with one
year at The Colorado Institute of Art in Denver, Colorado;
working at Northfield, Minnesota; and four summers at
Bible camps in Montana and Colorado.
After graduation from Dana College, Mark worked for
over a year as a roving photographer for J. P. Studios of
Charlotte, North Carolina. He was employed for a year at
an institution for delinquent youth in Faribault, Minnesota
until he did training to become an officer for a prison
position.
Mark met and married Deborah Green of Faribault. The
couple lived in several homes in Faribault, fixing up each
one and selling and moving to their present home on the
outskirts of the city.
Mark is a counselor at the State Prison in Faribault and
Deb is a social worker for the State of Minnesota.
Submitted by Mark and Deborah Amman
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Earl and Esther Anderson

Esther and Earl Anderson

Earl C. Anderson was born to Luther F. Anderson and
Anna (Chapman) Anderson in 1907 on a farm northwest
of Hoskins, Nebraska. Earl and his brothers helped their
father on the farm until Earl was married. Earl, his three
brothers and a cousin, Elmer Kling, formed a dance band
and played for barn dances. They called their band the
―Kordeon Kids‖. Esther was born to Charles and Frieda
Carstens on a farm six miles south of Randolph.
Earl attended school at District #74 in Wayne County,
and in the eighth grade was selected by Pearl Sewell, the
county superintendent, to usher in the grandstand at the
State Fair in Lincoln. Earl and a friend went to Lincoln
by train, which was his first and last train ride. They were
in a group selected from all the counties in Nebraska.
Esther attended school in District #39 in Pierce Country
and graduated from the eighth grade in 1918. She
graduated from Pender High School in 1922 and attended
Wayne State College summer school and became a
teacher. She taught in rural schools for seven years in
Pierce and Knox counties, of which two years were in the
Devil‘s Nest School north of Bloomfield. She was a
charter member of the A-Teen Extension Club of Wayne
County, which was formed in 1938.
Earl was director of District #74 in Wayne County for
20 years and was a director of the Wayne County Public
Power District for 16 years until his retirement in 1980.
Esther and Earl were married December 26, 1928, in the
Lutheran Church in Omaha. After their marriage they
lived on a farm nine miles south of Randolph for 14
years. In 1943, they moved to the Irving Anderson farm
two miles south and lived there for ten years and in 1953
they bought Earl‘s aunt‘s farm. On this farm place they
added three more quarters of land, put up two harvestores,
added two irrigation systems, remodeled the house, built a
new barn, chicken house, hog house and a cattle shed.
They lived there until their retirement in 1979 when they
sold the farm to their son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and
Mrs. Vernon ―Steve‖ Hokamp.
Esther was baptized and confirmed in St. John‘s
Lutheran Church in Randolph. Earl was baptized in the
Zion Lutheran Church of Hoskins in 1939 by Pastor E.H.
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Boelling where they were members for many years. Two
children were born to the family: Mrs. Vernon ―JoAnn‖
Hokamp in 1930 and Jimmy in 1938. Jimmy lost his life
in an auto accident in 1956 while he was home for Easter
vacation from the University of Nebraska.
After their retirement, Earl and Esther moved to
Norfolk where they purchased a condominium along the
Norfolk Country Club Golf Course. They kept very busy
with bowling, golfing, playing cards and making trips out
to the farm.
Esther died in August 1997 and Earl passed away in
November 2000.
Submitted by Peg (Hokamp)
Weisenberg

Luther Anderson
Frans Luther Anderson was born in Andover, Illinois in
1878. His mother, Johansdr (the latter name means
daughter of John), was born in Malmback, Sweden in
1845. She arrived in America from Ljunga, Sweden in
1868 and died here in 1891. His father, Carl Anderson,
died in 1911.
Frans Luther was one of seven children: Anna Sofia,
Carl Nethanael, Ida Cecelia, Emily Christina, Mathilda
Josephine, and Ester Elvina. He came to Wayne County
in 1897 and worked on a farm nine miles south of
Randolph for
E.C. Brooks.
In 1903 he
married Annie
Chapman
of
Winside. They
lived on a farm
southeast
of
Randolph for
one year and
then bought the
farm ten miles
south
of
Randolph
where
their
four
sons;
Arthur,
Earl,
Emmett
and
Guy were all
born.
Annie
Luther and Annie Anderson
died in 1915 at
the age of 32. Luther, with the help of hired men and
hired girls, raised the boys. They also boarded the
schoolteacher.
In 1920 they built a three story, five bedroom home
with oak floors and woodwork. Luther hauled the lumber
with a Model-T Ford truck from Hoskins. The house was
equipped with a Delco light plant, one of the few in the
country.
In 1921, Luther married Catherine Dolly, a rural
schoolteacher. Their daughter Teresa was born in 1922.
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Luther was active in community affairs. He was
treasurer for the home owned telephone company,
treasurer on the school board and solicited signers for
rural electricity. Farming was done with horses and
cultivating with single row walking cultivators. Luther
never drove a tractor. Corn was picked by hand and
scooped into the cribs. Four hundred head of hogs and
seventy-five to eighty head of cattle were raised per year.
Luther was seen carrying a one and one-half bushel basket
of feed on his shoulder to his livestock daily. Catherine
died in 1939 and Luther in 1954.
The four boys: Art, Earl, Emmett and Guy formed a
dance band called the ―Kordeon Kids‖ in the 1920‘s.
They were joined later by a cousin, Elmer Kling, and
played for many barn dances in the area and at King‘s
Ballroom in Norfolk. They also played for dance
engagements in Florida while visiting an aunt. They
drove a Model-T Ford filled with instruments from the
Anderson farm to Florida in 1928.
Earl married Esther Carstens in 1928. They farmed
nine miles south of Randolph for 52 years. They are the
parents of two children, JoAnn Hokamp of Randolph who
died in 1994 and James Luther Anderson, a student at the
University of Nebraska, who was killed in an auto
accident in 1956 at 17 years of age while he was home for
Easter break from college.
Art and Alta Edwards of Osmond married in 1930.
They lived at Creighton and Randolph before moving to
Vancouver, Washington in 1936 where they owned and
operated a truck garden until their deaths: Alta in 1981
and Art in 1984.
Emmett married Dorothy McNamee of Merriman,
Nebraska in 1936. Their children are Nancy Evans and
Jerry Anderson. Emmett died in Florida in 1953.
Guy and Malinda Erichs were married in 1931. They
lived in Norfolk one year and moved to the farm where
his father lived. Children of this family are: Jerrine
Kohlhof, Karen Matteo and Galen Anderson. Guy died in
1981 and Malinda in 2009.
Teresa married Desmond Korth of Randolph in 1941.
Their children are Jim, Judy, Marge, Joan, Kathy and Bill
Korth. They farmed north of Randolph until 1970 when
the family moved to Minnesota. Desmond was killed in
an auto accident in 1973 and Teresa now resides at
Golden Horizons Assisted Living in Worthington,
Minnesota. Submitted by Peg (Hokamp) Weisenberg

Raymond L. and Anna “Louise” Anderson
Peter Anderson, Ray‘s dad, was born in Denmark, May
26, 1873. He came to the United States with his parents
when he was 14 years old. They settled in Cass County
for 14 years and moved to Stanton County in 1902, where
they settled permanently.
On January 12, 1906, Peter Anderson married Mathilda
Rasmussen who was born December 24, 1886 in
Cumming County. She died of cancer June 24, 1935.
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Peter and Mathilda raised four boys and one girl. Ray
was born June 26, 1908 at Pilger. He attended school in
Pilger. He worked for farmers in the area and helped his
dad with custom threshing and corn shelling. Ray‘s dad
thought Monday was the best day of the week. After the
boys had been out Saturday night, all day Sunday and
Sunday night, they didn‘t know anything, Monday
morning and you could work the heck out of them.
Ray also tried his hand at making brew but he almost
blew the pantry off of his mother‘s house and decided to
give it up.
William Willers was born in Oldenburg, Germany,
April 2, 1879. In 1895 at the age of 16, he came to
Hooper with a friend.
On November 6, 1884 Anna Heinemann was born in
Wusting, Germany. At the age of four, with a brother,
sister and her parents, she came to the United States and
also settled near Hooper.

nd

Louise Anderson 92 Birthday Celebration with Family

Anna and William married February 10, 1903. They
lived on an Indian reservation. The Indians pow-wowed
around their house all night because they had moved a
small building.
In 1907 they moved to a farm near Pilger. On March 3,
1910, twins blessed the Willers family, Otto ―Louis‖ of
Winside, and Anna ―Louise‖. Louise went to country
school for eight years and attended high school in Pilger.
She fell out of a buggy when she was small and was run
over.
On February 10, 1932, Ray Anderson and Louise
Willers finally decided to get married. They started
farming by Pilger. Here two daughters were born, Margie
A. (Mrs. Cecil Leiting) and Myrtl M. (Mrs. Gene Wiebel
from Omaha). On March 15, 1936 they moved to a farm
they bought three miles northwest of Belden. Here
another daughter, Betty Lou (Mrs. Ron Peters of South
Sioux City), was added to the family.
Ray didn‘t have any sons, so his daughters got to do
most everything a boy would. They learned to do chores
and drive tractors. Ray took them to watch Highway 20
being built. The girls went swimming in Belden and rode
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horseback. Margie and Myrtle graduated from Belden,
Betty graduated from Randolph.
Ray and Louise liked to travel and did a lot of it in later
years, spending their time in the south in the winter.
Louise said that she had been in all 50 states and six
countries in Europe.
In November 1974 they sold the farm and moved into
an apartment in Randolph.
Ray passed away in
September 1977.
Louise passed away, May 27, 2004 at 95 years of age.
At the time she had ten grandchildren, 17 greatgrandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.
Louise‘s family history on the Heinemann side has been
traced back to 1554 and on the Willers side to the
fourteenth century.

Irvin Arens
Irvin R. Arens, born at the farm home near
Croton,Nebraska, January 19, 1926, was the son of John
and Caroline Arens. Irvin married Barbara Steffen, born
January 13, 1926, daughter of Frank and May Steffen.
Both graduated from Crofton High School in 1943. Irvin
was inducted into the army in March, 1945. Barb was a
bookkeeper in the local co-op. They became engaged on
his furlough. They were married on September 15, 1947
at St. Joseph‘s Church at Constance.

Irvin and Barbara Arens

They lived on a farm near Crofton for seven years
which was owned by Irvin‘s father. Here four sons were
born: John, Steve, Arlan, and Marcel. Since both of them
loved the farm, their goal was to own a farm of their own.
In March, 1955, they moved to their farm nine miles north
and two miles west of Randolph, which they purchased
from V. E. Rossiter, Sr., the banker at Hartington. Their
daughter, Joyce, was born three weeks later at home.
Suffering a drought in 1955 and 1956, Irvin was forced
to seek part-time employment with a local cattle feeder,
Wid Burney, for extra income. The children attended
Hawthorne School only one-fourth mile away and later
Robbins School two miles east of the farmstead. One of
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their most admired teachers was Mrs. Howard Wingett of
Randolph.
The family continued to grow. Tom arrived in 1958,
Julie in 1959, and Kevin in 1962. All three were born in
the Osmond Hospital. Barb called these her vacations as
the first five children were born at home. John entered St.
Frances High School in 1962 as a freshman, and Steve as
an eighth-grader. Later, their younger brothers and sisters
joined them at St. Frances. The five younger children
graduated from Randolph Public High School.
As the boys grew older, more land was acquired to
―keep the boys busy‖ – some rented and some purchased.
A new house was built in 1977, just west of the farmstead.
Irvin and Barb moved to Randolph in 2001, into a home
that they purchased from Helen Dwyer. With the help of
family, the shop in the backyard was repaired where Irvin
kept busy with small woodworking projects. Barb loved
gardening and her flowers. They enjoyed retirement and
kept busy doing volunteer work for the Church and
community.
Barb passed away suddenly on October 21, 2009. It
was a shock to family and friends, as she was doing fine
in spite of a minor heart condition and a bad ankle which
could not be repaired. It made walking difficult, but she
never complained. She is missed by all. Irvin and Barb
had been married for 62 years and had eight children. All
of the children are married.
John married Susan Rogers of Randolph. They live on
a farm north of Randolph that John purchased from Ray
Craven. Sue works as a lab technician at the South
Dakota Human Services Center in Yankton, South
Dakota. They have two daughters: Jennifer and Brenda,
and one son, David.
Steve married Jean Sorenson of Fairfield, Nebraska.
They live on the home farm place in which Irvin and Barb
raised their family. Steve purchased the farm from Irvin
in 1991. Steve and Jean have one son, Bryan.
Arlan married Carla Schneiders of Randolph. Arnie is
retired from Frito Lay as a salesman in Omaha, Nebraska,
after 35 years. He now works part time for Omaha Public
Schools. Carla is a nurse at Bergan Mercy Hospital in
Omaha for 36 years. They have three sons, Michael and
twins, Tom and Dan.
Marcel married Janet Suing of St. Helena, Nebraska.
They live on a farm northwest of Coleridge, Nebraska,
that he purchased from Paul Korth in 1981. Marcel farms
and also works for Bomgaars in Hartington, Nebraska.
Jan works as a cook for Park Haven Nursing Home in
Coleridge. They have two daughters, Dana and Amanda,
and one son, Brandon.
Joyce married Doyle Stevens of Fordyce, Nebraska.
They reside south of Yankton, South Dakota. Joyce
works at the Yankton Medical Clinic Pharmacy. Doyle
owns and operates a concrete business, Doyle Stevens
Construction of Crofton, Nebraska. They have one son,
Jeremy and two daughters: Holly and Heidi.
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Tom married JoAnn Tinajera of North Platte, Nebraska.
They live in Peoria, Arizona. Tom works as an
accountant for the U-Haul Corporation national office.
JoAnn is a Parole Officer for Caprocona County.
Julie married Mark Lewandowski of Loup City,
Nebraska. They live in Overland park, Kansas. Julie
does accounting part-time for a local business. Mark is in
sales management for General Mills Food Service. They
have one daughter, Jessica, and two sons: Robert and
Patrick.
Kevin married Kathy Helsing of Randolph. Kevin is
employed with the Nebraska Department of Roads in
Lincoln, as a computer surveyor. Kathy works for
Meadowbrook Insurance Company, also in Lincoln. They
have two daughters, Kaylee and Alyson.
Barb and Irvin have 18 grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.

Richard and Yuvonne Arens

Rick and Vonnie Arens

Born on August 4, 1951 to Raymond Joseph and
Frances Pauline (Tramp) Arens, Richard (Rick) entered
the world with two older brothers and one older sister, to
be later joined by one more sister. They were all born at
home on the family farm northwest of Crofton, Nebraska.
He attended St. Rose Grade School and Crofton High
School. Following graduation, he began construction
work for Christiansen Construction of Pender, which was
followed by employment with the Nebraska Department
of Roads out of Norfolk, where he then lived.
Rick and Yuvonne (Vonnie) Thies were married at St.
Frances Church in Randolph on August 7, 1971. Born on
June 3, 1950, Vonnie was the firstborn of Richard (Dick)
and Eileen Thies and was brought into the world at Our
Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Norfolk. Five siblings
followed and they were all raised on the farm north of
Randolph. Several years of rural school were followed by
a secondary education at St. Frances High in Randolph.
Vonnie earned a Bachelor‘s Degree from The College of
St. Mary in Omaha in 1972, whereupon she and Rick
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moved to Columbus, Nebraska. There she taught at St.
Bonaventure‘s and he was a drywall apprentice for
Mueller & Schoepf Drywall.
In the fall of 1974, they moved to Norfolk where Rick
became a manager for the branch office of Mueller &
Schoepf. On October 29 of that same year, Abigail Anne
was born. She was the first grandchild on the ―Thies‖
side, as well as the first great-grandchild.
Vonnie returned to teaching, this time at Sacred Heart in
Norfolk. Rick began his own drywall business, a
partnership with Randy Oberg, under the name of ―R & R
Drywall.‖ Erick Bradley was born on August 8, 1976 and
the Arens family was busy with building ―spec.‖ houses in
Eastern Heights in Norfolk.
In 1978 Rick became a Housing Inspector for the State
of Nebraska when they moved to Randolph, where they
bought and began a lifelong remodel of the ―Miller‖ home
on East Broadway. Vonnie was again teaching, this time
at Randolph Public.
Completing the Arens family, Chad Michael was born
on August 31, 1983 and was the 67th great-grandchild of
John Arens.
Rick became a sales rep. for Moorman Mfg. Co in 1984
and enjoyed that role until health issues forced an early
retirement in 1996. Vonnie currently teaches at Sacred
Heart.
Abie married Don Ott of Trumbull, Nebraska on
December 31, 1998 in Randolph. She graduated from
Randolph High School in 1993 and Hastings College with
a degree in Secondary Education. Her first years of
teaching and coaching volleyball were spent at Blue Hill,
Nebraska. After one year at Grand Island Northwest, she
continues her teaching career now at Doniphan-Trumbull
High School in Doniphan, Nebraska. Don is a grain
farmer and they live on an acreage near Trumbull.
Erick and Teresa Rogers were also married in
Randolph, on June 8, 2001. He is a 1995 graduate of
Randolph High School and went on to get his degree from
the University of Nebraska in Lincoln, where he played
football for two years (‘95-‘96). Upon graduation from
the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, he moved to
Missoula, Montana where he began employment with
Farm Bureau Financial Services and today is an agency
manager. Teresa graduated from Randolph High and
Briar Cliff College in Sioux City, Iowa. She was
employed by Duncan Aviation in Lincoln, Nebraska until
their marriage, then began working for The Missoulian
(newspaper), followed by her role as marketing director of
Pyron Technologies in downtown Missoula. William
Patrick was born to Erick and Teresa on April 8, 2007 and
was joined by Claire Louise, born on October 28, 2008.
Chad graduated in 2002 from Randolph High School
and was a member of the C2 State Championship
basketball team. He went on to play that sport and
baseball at Hastings College. Upon graduation from
Hastings College, he found employment in Omaha where
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he‘s as an inside sales representative for Universal
Information Services.
Everyone in the Arens family enjoys outdoor activities,
sports, and especially Husker football! Submitted by Rick
and Vonnie Arens

Gerhard and Martha Aschoff
Gerhard Aschoff was born July 6, 1859 in St. Vet,
Germany. At 22 years of age, he immigrated to the
United States for political reasons and settled in West
Point, Nebraska where he had relatives. He worked there
as a farm hand.
On May 10, 1892, he married Martha Cube, who was
also born in Germany. She came to the United States with
her parents and the family also settled in West Point.
Together, Martha and Gerhard farmed in West Point and
Pender, Nebraska before moving to Randolph in 1901.
There, they bought a farm one-half mile north of the
Catholic Church where they lived the rest of their lives
except for two years in town.
Gerhard died on September 1, 1930 after a lengthy
illness. Martha followed on May 7, 1950. They had five
children: Agnes, Robert, Gertrude, Joseph and Susan.
Agnes married August Wolke of Crofton and had four
children; Robert married Angeliene Thieman of Randolph
and had nine children; Gertrude married Frank Bermel of
Randolph and had eight children; Susan married Anton
Gentrup of Beemer and had nine children. Submitted by
Marie (Aschoff) Korth

John E. and Denise A. Aschoff

John and Denise were united in marriage on May 20,
1988 at St. Mary‘s Catholic Church in West Point. Their
first home was in Elmwood, Nebraska. While they lived
there, Denise worked at the City Campus Union and John
finished out his college years at the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln. John received his Bachelor Degree
in Animal Science in December of 1989. They moved
back to Beemer for a short period of time. It wasn‘t long
until John and Denise moved to the Randolph area in
January 1990, to work on a local dairy farm owned and
operated by Gerald and Kay Stevens. John served as
herdsman along with many other responsibilities while
employed there. Since the sale of the dairy cows in
November of 1989, John worked at Great Dane in Wayne
and the Coca Cola Company. He is currently working on
the same farm place that brought them to Randolph,
which is now owned by Greg and Malinda Villwok.
Denise was also involved with the milking of the dairy
cows and keeping records of them. She has also operated
a day care out of her home, worked at Pronto, and was
assistant cook at the Randolph Senior Center. She is now
employed at Jim‘s Food Center. They are members of St.
Frances de Chantal Catholic church. The Aschoff‘s have
been involved with the Boy Scouts since 1997. Denise
has been active helping with the Girl Scouts since 2004.
They also helped out with numerous community fund
raisers and community activities.
John and Denise have two children: a son, Joseph
William, was born April 12, 1991 at Wayne Providence
Medical Center. Growing up he enjoyed playing soccer,
basketball, playing the trumpet, and being with friends.
He was and still is involved in the Boy Scouts; earning his
Eagle Scout Award on September 26, 2006. He was a
graduate of Randolph Jr./Sr. High School in 2009. He is
currently a freshman at the University of Nebraska at
Lincoln, working on an Architecture degree. Their
daughter, Sarah Ann, was born October 7, 1998 also at
Wayne Providence Center. She enjoys time with the girls,
playing softball, basketball, the trumpet, dancing and
being with friends. She is in the fifth grade at Randolph
Elementary.

Joseph and Lucy Aschoff
Joe, John, Denise and Sarah Aschoff

John Ernest Aschoff was born October 4, 1967 in West
Point, Nebraska, the sixth of nine children born to JoAnn
(Koke) and the late Anthony Carl Aschoff of West Point.
John lived in West Point all of his life up to his high
school graduation from Central Catholic School in May of
1985.
Denise Ann Raasch was the only daughter of four
children born to Beverly (Brown) and the late Adolph
Raasch Jr of Beemer, Nebraska, born on May 23, 1963.
She graduated in the Class of 1982 from Beemer Public
School.
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Joseph Aschoff was born September 14, 1904 to
Gerhard and Martha (Cube) Aschoff. He had three
sisters: Agnes, Gertrude and Susan and one brother,
Robert.
He married Lucy Schlicting on July 12, 1934. Lucy
was born April 7, 1907 to John and Ida (Boldt) Schlicting.
Together they farmed the place which Joseph had
bought from his parents until 1978. They sold the farm to
Roger Johnson and bought a house in town, originally
Tom Barlow‘s, which is located across from the East
School in Randolph. After Lucy passed away the house
was sold to Charlie Scranton in February 2005. Joseph
passed away November 26, 1978 and Lucy passed away
January 9, 2005.
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Joseph and Lucy lived their entire lives in Randolph and
attended St. Frances Catholic Church. In their life
together they had six children: John, Alfreda, Lucille,
Gene, Marie and Irene.
John was born May 1, 1935 and married Rita Schmit on
June 2, 1960. They had eleven children: Jacquline Sue;
Jane Frances; Jim Gerhard; John Raymond Jr.; Jeffery
Patrick; Gerel Allen; Julie Marie; Jason Paul; Janelle
Marie; Joseph Christopher; and Jennifer. John and Rita
have 34 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Alfreda was born May 24, 1936 and married Floyd
Moser on October 9, 1956. Floyd passed away June
2004. Alfreda and Floyd had nine children: Michael
Ray; Mary Ann; Joann; Kevin; Diane; Carol Ann; Kathie
Ann; Marci Ann; and Cheryl Ann. Alfreda and Floyd
have twenty seven grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren.

Irene was born October 23, 1945 and married Gary
Payton on June 20, 1970. They had four children: Kerrie
Lynn; Kurt Patrick; Kelly Lee and Keith. Irene and Gary
have nine grandchildren.
Marie was born August 6, 1941 and married Harold
Korth Jr. on June 20, 1970. They had four children:
Terry Paul; Wayne Patrick; Randy Thomas and Becky
Marie (stillborn May 10, 1982). Marie and Harold, Jr.
have eight grandchildren. Submitted by Marie Korth

Arthur and Gladys Backer
Gladys was born east of Randolph, at the family farm,
September 30, 1919 to Thomas ―Bill‖ and Hannah (Huff)
Schutt. She was the second of four children. Gladys
attended country school, the Sholes School and graduated
from Randolph Public Schools in 1937. She was
confirmed and baptized at St John‘s Lutheran Church in
Randolph.

Don, Gladys, Art, Edwin (sitting), LaVonne, Lynette

Joe and Lucy Aschoff 1934 Wedding Picture

Lucille was born February 20, 1938 and married
Cornelius Schmit on August 27, 1957. They had seven
children: Richard John; Stephen Joseph; Mary Jo; Vonda
Kay; Michelle Ann who passed away May 13, 2008;
Mark Edward and Joni Marie. Lucille and Cornelius have
twelve grandchildren.
Gene was born July 31, 1939 and married Sharon Orth.
They had four children: Joey Paul; Leann; Mark; and
Christopher Gene. Gene later married Diane Sprouse on
July 2, 1981. Gene has eight grandchildren
Family Histories Submitted in 2010

Arthur was born May 15, 1920, to Jacob and Martha
(Meyer) Backer in Randolph, the fifth of ten children. He
was baptized and confirmed at St. Frances Church in
Randolph and attended St. Frances Catholic School. Art
entered the US Army in January 1942 and was stationed
in Africa, Italy, France and Germany. He was honorably
discharged in October 1945.
Gladys and Arthur were married February 4, 1946 at St.
Frances Church in Randolph. To this union were born
four children, Edwin 1947 (Rosanne Winkelbauer),
LaVonne 1949 (Jerry Dziurawiec), Lynette 1951 (Michael
Newth) and Donald 1955 (Jackie Maske).
They lived and farmed east of Randolph until Art
suffered a stroke and the family moved into Randolph in
1957. Art enjoyed working with the horses that the
family had, after moving to town. He kept busy with yard
work and regular home maintenance. He helped Ray
O‘Neill with his photograph business for a while.
Gladys worked for the Randolph Hatchery as a
bookkeeper, did custom ironing for others and worked in
the Randolph Public School cafeteria. Later, Gladys
worked at Colonial Manor of Randolph in the kitchen and
dietary departments. She was employed by Colonial
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Manor for 21 years, retiring in 1991. In retirement,
Gladys enjoyed gardening, needle work and her family,
especially the grandchildren. Gladys was a member of St.
Frances Church, Christian Mothers and PCCW.
Arthur passed away May 29, 2001 and Gladys passed
away June 13, 2008. When Gladys passed away they had
six grandchildren and five great grandchildren. Their
daughter LaVonne (Backer) Dziurawiec passed away July
21, 2007.

Bruce and Mandy Backer
Bruce Backer is the son of Sharise and Sid Engel
of Omaha, and Dan and Joni Backer of Randolph. He
was born November 4, 1980. He is the grandson of Paul
and Bonnie Backer of Randolph and the late George and
Astrid VonRentzell of Osmond. He graduated from
Randolph High School in 1999. He received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Business Administration in 2003
from Wayne State College. He currently runs a farming
operation south of Randolph.
Mandy was born November 24, 1982 to Ed and Marsha
Huwaldt of Randolph. Grandparents are Keith and
Virginia Huwaldt of Randolph and Ardith Herbolsheimer
and the late Earl Herbolsheimer of Pierce. Mandy
graduated from Randolph High School in 2001 and
received a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration from Wayne State College in 2005. She is
currently employed as the accountant for Northeast
Nebraska Public Power District in Wayne.
Bruce and Mandy were married August 14, 2004 at St.
John's Lutheran Church in Randolph. Their first child,
Abbigail Marie, was born December 27, 2009. Submitted
by Bruce and Mandy Backer

Dan and Joni were married at St. John‘s Lutheran
Church on June 22, 1991. Dan had two children from a
previous marriage: Bruce Daniel, born November 4,
1980, and Adam Scott born September 14, 1983. Allison
Danyel joined the family on August 30, 1995. Dan was a
member of the St. Frances Catholic church until 2002, but
is now a member of St. John‘s Lutheran Church, along
with his wife and daughter.
Bruce and Adam attended and graduated from
Randolph High School and also received the JFK award
in their respective graduating year. Bruce married Mandy
Huwaldt on August 14, 2004, and is engaged in farming
south of Randolph. They have one child, Abbigail, born
in December 2009. Adam married Anne Rutten on June
30, 2007, and is employed with NAU Insurance in
Omaha. They are expecting their first child in March
2010. Allison is currently a freshman at Randolph High
School. She loves to play the piano and is active in band
and other activities in school and church.

Dennis and Michelle Backer

Dan and Joni Backer
Daniel Paul Backer, son of Paul and Bonnie (Jacobsen)
Backer, was born on December 16, 1955 in Osmond,
Nebraska. He received his entire education at Randolph
Public School, graduating in 1974 as valedictorian as well
as receiving the JFK Award. After graduation he worked
at Carhart Lumber Company in Randolph, and is now
farming. He raises corn, beans and alfalfa, in addition to a
cow-calf operation. He is a huge Husker football fan. He
has four siblings (Rick, Gary, Kathie and Jeff). Dan and
Joni live on a farm five miles south of Randolph.
Joni Sue Janssen, daughter of the late Warren and
Winnefred (Heitman) Janssen, was born in Wayne,
Nebraska on July 28, 1962. She went to school in Belden,
kindergarten through second grade, and then received the
rest of her education at Randolph Public School,
graduating in 1980. She attended Wayne State College
for one year, and began working there in 1981 and has
been there ever since, working in several offices. She has
seven siblings (Lynette, LeRoy, Kevin (deceased), Gary,
Darlene, Larry and Boyd). Hobbies for her include flower
gardening, shopping, reading, and scrapbooking.
Family Histories Submitted in 2010

Danielle, Shelly, Brandon, Dennis, Justin, Anthony Backer

Dennis Backer was born January 10, 1966 to Tony J.
and Velma (Schellpeper) Backer. Dennis grew up on the
family farm south of Randolph. He attended Randolph
Public School and graduated in 1984. While in school,
Dennis was active in FFA and band.
Michelle (Shelly) was born August 18, 1969 to Francis
(Frank) and Susan (Huwaldt) Wattier. Shelly grew up on
her family farm southwest of Randolph. Shelly also
attended Randolph Public School and graduated in 1987.
While in school, Shelly was active in school activities and
Pierce County 4-H. In 1986, she served as the Nebraska
Polled Hereford Queen, promoting the Polled Hereford
cattle breed. Shelly attended Wayne State College at
Wayne and graduated in December 1990.
Dennis and Shelly were married at St. John‘s Lutheran
church in Randolph on January 5, 1991. They made their
home on the Backer family farm south of Randolph.
They have four children: Danielle Nichole born January
11, 1994; Anthony Allen born April 22, 1995; Justin
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Francis born November 13, 2006; and Brandon Michael
born September 12, 2008.
In 1999, Dennis was involved in a baler accident having
his leg entangled in a big round baler. The family was
very thankful to be living in a small community where
neighbors, friends, family and community rallied around
them to assist in getting crops harvested, livestock taken
care of and children cared for.
Dennis currently farms, having a grain and livestock
operation and does custom farming in the Randolph area.
He also drives truck part-time for Carroll Feed and Grain
in Carroll, Nebraska. Shelly currently works as part-time
secretary/bookkeeper for Tri-County Feed and Grain in
Randolph. Dennis and the children are active members of
St. Frances Catholic Church in Randolph. Shelly is an
active member of St. John‘s Lutheran Church in
Randolph. Submitted by Dennis and Shelly Backer

Donald and Jackie Backer

1991. They sold the shop and Jackie did artwork on
stationary and rubber stamps under the name ―From
God‘s Country‖ from their home when their first child
was born. She was employed by Randolph Public Schools
for eight years as the elementary secretary. She worked at
Faith Regional Health Services in Norfolk for four years
while she went back to college. She has been the HR
Specialist for Baldwin Filters in Yankton, South Dakota
since 2005. Don was hired at First State Bank in
Randolph, Sept 1973, as a teller. He was named the
bank‘s Cashier in 1981 and promoted to Vice President in
2009.
Don is a member of The Knights of Columbus,
Randolph Volunteer Fire Dept. and Community Club.
Jackie has served as President and is a member of St.
Frances PCCW and a member of Christian Mothers.
Don and Jackie have two children, Jacob Paul, born
Nov. 19, 1991 and Hannah Joy, born July 1, 1993. Jacob
is a senior and Hannah is a junior at Randolph High
School as of 2010. Both children are involved in many
school activities. Jacob plans to attend college in
Nebraska and his interest is to major in dentistry.
Hannah‘s talent lies in the chorus and dance team, which
she frequently sings the National Anthem at sports events.
Hannah would like to pursue an acting or photography
career while working towards a college degree.

Jacob and Martha Backer

Don, Hannah, Jackie and Jacob Backer

Donald E. Backer was born to Gladys (Schutt) and
Arthur Backer of Randolph in Norfolk Nebraska, October
7, 1955. Don graduated from Randolph High School, May
of 1973 and began working for First State Bank in the fall
of ‗73. Don worked for Joedy Sellon as a hired hand and
operated the projectors at the ―ROXY‖ theater prior to his
bank career.
Jacqueline Ann Maske was born September 20, 1962 to
Joy (Heck) and Paul Maske in Iowa City, Iowa. Jackie
graduated from Iowa City Regina High School in May
1981. She attended the University of Iowa until her
sophomore year when she decided to pursue a career with
Hy-Vee Food Stores and moved to Omaha, Nebraska.
Jackie completed an Associate Art in Business
Administration from Northeast Community College in
Norfolk, Nebraska in 2003 and received a Bachelor of
Science in Human Resources Management in 2004.
Don and Jackie met in May 1983 in Omaha. They were
married on September 30, 1989 at St. Frances De Chantal
Catholic Church in Randolph.
When Don and Jackie married, they owned and Jackie
operated Randolph Petals Plus Floral and Gift Shop 1989Family Histories Submitted in 2010

Jacob and Martha Backer Family

Jacob Backer was born May 22, 1891, in Carroll, Iowa
to Anton and Frances (Mendl) Backer. There were nine
children in this family: John, Mary, Jacob, Katherine,
Franz, Anton, Helen, Fred and Nick.
In 1908, the family came to Randolph, Nebraska and
settled on a farm two and one-half miles south of town.
At that time Jacob was 18 years old. He and his brother,
John did the farm work while their father Anton did
carpenter work.
Like all young men, Jacob met a young woman whose
name was Martha Meyer. She was the daughter of
Edward and Mary Meyer who came to Randolph about
the same year and settled on a farm three miles west of
town. Martha was born April 15, 1895 at Arcadia, Iowa.
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Jacob and Martha were married January 20, 1914 at St.
Frances Catholic Church. They started their married life
on a farm north of Randolph. The year, 1915, they moved
to the Backer‘s farm south of Randolph. There were ten
children in this family: Clarence, Leo, Frances, Alice,
Arthur, Roy, Jim, Ralph, Paul and Steve. Jacob bought
the home place in 1930. As the family grew, Jacob
started a dairy and they milked 25 to 30 cows. In those
days, there were no milking machines, and milking was
all done by hand. When the children were old enough to
hold a bucket, they had to help milk. They would cool the
milk with a water filled cooler, then bottle it. Some of the
milk was separated to get the cream. Every morning rain
or shine they headed to town to deliver the milk. They
used a team of horses and a special made milk wagon that
was enclosed, so they wouldn‘t freeze themselves or the
milk in the winter. They had to get the milk delivered
before they went to school, whether it was cold or not.
Sometimes they went to school with frozen fingers and
toes. Later they had a panel truck to use, which made it
go faster. They had the dairy from 1928 to 1936. By this
time the older children wanted to be on their own.
Alice married Don Sellon in September 1936; Frances
married Nick Borst, December 1936; Clarence married
DeLores Brandt, October 1939; Leo married Florence
Borst, 1938; Arthur married Gladys Schutt 1946; Roy
married Melva Jordon 1941; James married Loraine
Thelen, Septtember 1, 1947; Ralph married Terry Hladik
1949; Paul married Bonnie Jacobson 1954; and Steve
married Melva Brummer 1953.
Jacob had a farm sale in 1957 and he and Martha moved
into town in 1961. Martha passed away May 25, 1984.
Jacob passed away in June 21, 1988. Both were members
of St. Frances Catholic Church in Randolph and are
buried at the St. Frances Cemetery.

James H. and Loraine J. Backer
James H. Backer was born April 26, 1925, southwest of
Randolph to Jacob and Martha (Meyer) Backer. Jim
attended St. Frances Parochial School. He was drafted
into the Army September 7, 1943, serving with the
Combat Engineers in the Southwest Pacific. The two
campaigns were Leyte Island and Okinarva. He was
discharged February 27, 1946.
Loraine J. Thelen was born April 10, 1927, northeast of
Randolph on the Anton Thelen home place. In 1932, the
Thelen family moved to a farm three miles east of
Magnet, Nebraska where Loraine attended school at Eagle
Valley District No. 55. Her teachers were: Edna Larsen,
Ila Bacon, and Lucille Burns.
In March 1941, the Thelens moved southwest of
Randolph to the Mabel Lagesculte farm. They drove the
cattle in those days. The cattle followed a team and
wagon which probably had oats in the box with mom‘s
canned fruit and vegetables from the cave. Loraine
thought it was a long way.
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The year 1941, stands out in everyone‘s mind. The
Thelen‘s celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary in
November and then Pearl Harbor was bombed on
December 7 with many boys being called to serve their
country.
James H. and Loraine
J.
were
married
September 1, 1947 at St.
Frances
Church
in
Randolph.
After their
marriage, they worked
for Herb Carstens, six
miles south of Randolph
in 1948-1949.
Carmen Sue was born
in 1948 at Norfolk,
Nebraska.
The next
winter is one they will
Jim and Loraine Backer
remember.
Loraine
didn‘t leave the place
from January 1 until the first week in February. Herb and
Jim went to town with a team and wagon for food and
supplies. They were in the fields more than on the road.
It was night before they would get back home.
In 1950, the Backers moved one and one-half miles
southeast of Sholes. Their daughter Cheryl A. was born
in February and they were staying at Jim‘s parents until
they got moved. On March 7, Jim and his brother Paul
went to Tony J. and Velma Backers to help wallpaper. A
bad snowstorm developed and they were forced to stay all
night and walked home the next morning. Since the
telephone lines were down, there was no way of finding
out if they stayed or started for home.
In 1960, the Backer‘s moved to their present home
which is the same place Loraine‘s parents moved to in
1941.
The girls attended a rural school until it
consolidated with Randolph Public School in 1960.
Carmen graduated in 1966 and Cheryl in 1968.
Jim and Loraine have retired but still reside southwest
of Randolph on their farm.
Carmen lives in Randolph. Her son, Steve ―Spidey‖
also lives in Randolph. Her daughter, Jennifer has been
in Fort Collins, Colorado for over 15 years.
Cheryl and her husband, Doug Gansebom, live south of
Osmond, Nebraska with their son Beau Gansebom. They
farm and have dairy cows. Her son, James Munter
married Lynn Jensen and they live in Omaha, Nebraska.
James and Lynn have three children: John, Natalie and
Emma.
There have been many changes in and around
Randolph. Many farm places are gone, new homes have
been built in Randolph and the surrounding country side.
Living in the country is still a good place to be.
Jim and Loraine celebrated their 50th, 55th and 60th
Wedding Anniversaries. Jim passed away August 19,
2009 and is buried in the St. Frances Cemetery.
Submitted by Loraine Backer
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Paul and Bonnie Backer
Bonnie
Jacobson
was born east of
Randolph on May 24,
1930, to Elert and
Nellie
(McDonald)
Jacobson. At the age
of three, they moved
to a farm southwest of
Randolph.
She
attended
country
school at District 39
through the eighth
grade and graduated
from Randolph Public
School in 1947.
Bonnie‘s
father
Paul and Bonnie Backer
served in the U.S.
Cavalry during World War I. He and Bonnie‘s mother
were married at Chadron, Nebraska and returned to
Randolph shortly after, living south of Randolph until
1952 when they moved to a farm south of Laurel.
A terrifying experience from Bonnie‘s childhood was
on July 3, 1937, her home was destroyed by fire. Bonnie
was trapped in the house. Her mother broke the window
panes with her hands to rescue Bonnie. The Red Cross
collected furniture and clothes for the family. They
cooked and ate in an old wash house and slept in the
granary until they could move to another home. In June
of 1947, a tornado struck their home, taking out all the
windows and moving the house, but God was looking
after the family. Again, no one was hurt.
After graduating, Bonnie taught in rural schools for
three years. The last two years were in the little school
that was on the corner of Paul and Bonnie‘s farm home.
Bonnie tended the school fires and did her own janitor
work while teaching. She also hauled water from home as
there was no well. Those were happy days though. What
fun she had with the Christmas programs, box socials, and
picnics. In 1950, Bonnie began working in McDonalds‘
Grocery and Locker in Belden for three and one-half
years.
Paul and Bonnie met in 1946 at the Randolph Junior
Fair. The Junior Fair was as large as our county fairs are
now.
Paul was born to Jacob and Martha (Meyer) Backer on
September 23, 1929 on a farm south of Randolph. Paul
has seven brothers: Clarence, Leo, Arthur, Roy, Ralph
(all deceased), James and Steve; and two sisters; Francis
and Alice also both deceased. He attended school at St.
Frances Catholic. Along with farming, they also had a
milk route in town. The kids had to get up and help milk,
bottle the milk, and deliver it to their customers in town
before going to school. Paul recalls one morning when
they started to school; the horse got scared and ran away
upsetting the milk wagon in the ditch. Imagine the mess
those glass milk bottles made! Paul purchased his first car
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by picking corn up off the ground and selling it. Was he
ever proud of that car! Paul farmed with his dad until the
spring of 1951, when he was inducted into the U.S. Army.
He served and fought in Korea until his discharge in 1953.
On his return, he went to work at Home Oil Company
which was owned and operated by Al Sauser. He worked
there until the spring of 1954.
Paul and Bonnie were married April 19, 1954 at St.
Mary‘s Catholic Church in Laurel. Their first year was
spent on a farm near Coleridge, then they moved
southwest of Randolph. Paul worked with James Krieger
doing carpenter work. Their first son Daniel was born
December 16, 1955.
In February of 1956 they moved to the farm southwest
of Randolph that they purchased from Arthur Reiland in
1967.
Paul and Bonnie lived there until moving into
Randolph in 1994.
God blessed them with four more children: Gary, born
November 24, 1957; Richard, born October 5, 1959;
Kathie born January 13, 1963; and Jeffery born April 22,
1968. The year Dan started kindergarten; they closed the
little country school on the corner where Bonnie had
taught years earlier.
In 1972, Dan, Richard, and a cousin Doug organized a
band called the ―R Backers‖. They played together until
1983. They played for many dances and community
functions.
Dan married Sharise Von Rentzell on February 11,
1978. They have two sons, Bruce and Adam. Dan and
Sharise divorced. He then married Joni Janssen on June
22, 1991 at St. John‘s Lutheran Church in Randolph.
They have a daughter, Allison. Dan farms south of
Randolph and Joni works at Wayne State College in
Wayne, Nebraska.
Gary married Lori Cox on August 12, 1978. They have
four children Gabriel, Ashley, Kelsey and Austin. They
also have divorced. Gary managed Westside Service until
2002, when they sold it to Randolph Farm Supply. Gary
lives in Randolph and now drives truck for Don Huwaldt
Trucking of Osmond.
Richard married Sandy Bowers on June 30, 1979. They
have four sons: James, Dusty, Cody and Nathaniel. They
live in Randolph. Rick drives truck and Sandy works for
a trucking firm.
Kathie married Mark Nordhues on April 24, 1982.
They have two sons: Andrew and Matthew. The loss of
their infant son, Benjamin Paul, April 3, 1985 was a great
loss to the family. Mark and Kathie farm south of
Randolph.
Jeffery graduated from Randolph High in 1986. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was stationed at Fort Bliss,
Texas for three and one half years. He served in Dessert
Storm from January 1991 until April 1991. While
stationed in Texas he met his wife, Rhonda Findlay. They
were married on July 27, 1991 at St. Frances Catholic
Church in Randolph. He and Rhonda have five children:
Jordan, Meagan, Hailey, Reagan and Caiden. Jeff
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attended Northeast Community College, graduating in
1993 with a degree in Agri Business.
Jeff lived on the home place and farmed with Dan until
2003 when he decided farming wasn‘t for him. He moved
his family to Wayne and he now works for NAU
Insurance and Rhonda is a homemaker. Dan‘s son, Bruce,
and his family now live on the home place. Paul still goes
out and helps Dan and Bruce on the farm, mostly during
harvest.
Paul enjoys golfing whenever he can. Bonnie still
enjoys gardening and taking care of her flowers. Paul and
Bonnie have celebrated not only their 50th, but also their
55th Wedding Anniversaries. Paul celebrated his 80th
birthday in September of 2009 and Bonnie is looking
forward to celebrating her 80th birthday in May 2010. At
this time they have 18 grandchildren, 11 great
grandchildren and one on the way. They have enjoyed
being a part of the Randolph community for all of their
lives and being part of the many changes that have taken
place over the years. Submitted by Bonnie (Jacobson)
Backer and Kathie (Backer) Nordhues

T. J. and Velma Backer

Tony and Velma Backer Family

Anton Backer was born in Germany, November 10,
1850. When he was 17 years old, he came to the United
States, making the trip alone by ship. He landed in New
York City and began work as a cobbler and as a carpenter.
He did this in order to earn the money to come west. He
settled in Winneshiek County, Iowa. Three years later, he
moved to Carroll County, Iowa.
Anton married Kathrine Hoffmann, and had eight
children. Kathrine died in August 1884. In January of
1885, Anton remarried, this time to Francesca Meindl.
This family produced ten children.
In 1902, Anton moved his family to Oklahoma to
homestead. Because of the drought, they didn‘t unpack
their wagons. They returned to Iowa and settled near
Exira on a farm. In 1908, Anton again moved, this time
Randolph, Nebraska.
Anton bought the Brown farm, two and one-half miles
southwest of Randolph. Anton and Francesca lived there
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until 1914, when they moved into Randolph. Francesca
died on January 22, 1927. On August 24, 1927, Anton
married Mrs. Anna Isonhourer Koskovich.
In the summer of 1910, Anton and his son, John, built
the house and a few buildings on the south quarter of his
farm. In November 1910, John brought his bride, Ida
Kube, to live in the new house. Ida and her parents had
lived in the northwest quarter of the same section. This
marriage produced four children: Tony J. of Randolph,
Agnes (Henry) Kurtzhal of Coleridge, Oliva (Arther)
Dunn of Columbus, all of which are deceased and Francis
who died at two days of age.
As a teenager, Tony helped his dad with the
neighborhood threshing crew. Tony‘s job was to attend to
the blower on the thresher. They ran a crew until the
1950‘s when one by one most farmers started to use
combines. Tony also helped his dad with the cornsheller.
Many a cold winter morning they went over eight miles to
shell corn for two cents a bushel. John had a shop on his
farm for the repair of neighborhood machinery.
John and Tony had some rare memories with their
threshing crews. Once they stopped work to look for a
three-year-old girl lost in the fields. Another time a fire
started on the Colling quarter, and everyone went to put it
out.
Tony and his sister, Agnes, had a small band. The two
of them played at house dances, at the Son‘s of Herman
Hall in Randolph and at Sholes, Nebraska.
Ida passed away in 1949, and John passed away in
January 1973. In November, 1949, Tony Married Velma
Jean Schellpeper. They raised nine children on the farm
where Tony was born. After he married, Tony started a
small herd of Brown Swiss dairy cows, and sold milk for
a number of years. In September, 1969, Tony and Velma
bought the farm from John.
Tony, his five daughters and his son, sang in the St.
Frances Church choir until it dissolved in the 1970‘s.
Tony‘s son, Doug, played in the R Backer‘s Band for
some years.
Tony and Velma‘s children are: David (Peggy) of
Broadwater, Nebraska, Marilyn (Jim) Hope of Carlsbad,
California; Vera (Ron) Wacker of Hartington, Nebraska;
Douglas (Rosanne) of Randolph; Linda (Kelly) Tramp of
Hastings, Nebraska; Ida June (Pat) Mrsny of Norfolk,
Nebraska; Diane Kudera of Norfolk, Dennis (Shelly) of
Randolph and Brian (Alcira) of South Africia.
Tony J. and Velma retired and purchased the Vurney
Copple house in the Spring of 1989. After remodeling,
they moved into town in 1990. Tony J. lived in the farm
house three weeks short of 75 years. Their son, Dennis
married Michelle Wattier and they moved to the farm in
January 1991. They have a family of four children living
where Tony J. was born and raised, making five
generations who have lived on this land.
Son, Brian, entered the U.S. Army shortly after
graduating from High School and has been to many
countries all over the world. He married Alcira Aldone in
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April 2000 at Falls Church, Virginia. At the present time,
Brian and his family are in South Africa.
Tony J. passed away January 2004. Velma continues to
live in the house in Randolph. They have nine children,
nineteen grandchildren and eighteen great-grandchildren.
Submitted by Velma Backer

Scott and Gina Backhaus

Katelyn, Gina, Kristina, Scott, Kelsey, Keaton Backhaus

Scott Backhaus, son of the late Kenneth and Alice Jean
(Veik) Backhaus was born on October 16, 1963. He is the
youngest of nine children. His siblings include Judy
(Wayne) West, Cheryl Walden (deceased), Jerry (Cheri)
Backhaus, Rick Backhaus, Jim (Linda) Backhaus, Lynette
(Gary) Janssen, Gary Backhaus, and Doug (Sherri)
Backhaus. Scott attended McLean school thru the eighth
grade and graduated from Randolph High in 1982.
On April 10, 1992, Scott married Regina Gubbels. Gina
is the daughter of Richard and Rita (Reineke) Gubbels
and was born on Feb. 24, 1970. Her siblings include Jane
(Larry) Janssen, Jill (Jeff) Dominisse, John (Kathy)
Gubbels and Becky (Jeff) Kerkman. Gina attended Sholes
School through the third grade and graduated from
Randolph High School in 1988.
Scott and Gina are the proud parents of four children.
Kristina Marie was born on June 23, 1992 and graduated
from Randolph High School in 2010. Kelsey Jean was
born on February 3, 1996, Katelyn Ann Helena arrived on
December 2, 1997 and Keaton Kenneth joined the family
on March 12, 2002. All of the children attend Randolph
Public Schools.
Scott has worked at Backus Gravel (a family owned
business) since the age of 14. He drove truck for many
years and now works as the foreman of the gravel pit.
Gina graduated from Stewarts School of Hairstyling in
August 1989. She worked for a short time at Karlas‘
Kurls in Randolph before opening ―The Cutting Edge‖ in
downtown Randolph. She closed shop in 1996 to be at
home with her children, and then opened up a shop in her
home in July of 1998.
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The family resides in Randolph. Submitted byGina and
Scott Backhaus

Gary and Beth Barcal
Beth Marie Amman was born September 19, 1956 to
Reverend Ivan and Lois (Salmon) Amman in
Jagaum Hospital, Papua New Guinea, where her parents
were missionaries for the Lutheran Church. Beth received
the first two years of her education from her mother at the
mission station. During the one year of furlough,
she studied in St. Paul, Minnesota; after that she attended
schools in Gagidu and Wau, Papua New Guinea; and
graduated from Wahoo High School, Wahoo, Nebraska
She was interested in nursing and began by working as
an Aid at the Colonial Manor, Randolph. She graduated
from Northeast Technical College, Norfolk, Nebraska as
an L. P. N. in February of 1978, followed by six years of
work at St. Lukes Hospital, Sioux City, Iowa. Beth
married Gary Barcal April 25, 1981, at St. John‘s
Lutheran Church, Randolph.
Gary was the son of Roy and Thelma Barcal of Sioux
City. Both of his parents have passed away. Thelma
lived with the couple after their marriage until her death
on August 1, 1983.
Beth worked at many places in Nebraska, South Dakota
and Colorado until moving to Owatonna, Minnesota in
May, 2001, when she began working for Mayo Clinic in
Owatonna.
Beth‘s husband, Gary, passed away February 21, 2010.
Submitted by Beth Barcal

Bradley and Sherri Bargstadt
Bradley Gerald the oldest son of Gerald and Patricia
(Lackas) Bargstadt, was born August 22, 1959 in
Osmond, Nebraska. Bradley grew up on a farm south of
Randolph. He has three sisters and one brother, Julie
Loberg, Jackie Wolfe, Jeri Schmit and Brian. Brad
attended kindergarten at a country school south of
Randolph, coming to Randolph Public for the next 12
years and graduating in 1977.
Sherri Bloomquist daughter of Neil and Sally (Reineke)
Bloomquist, was born June 16, 1964 in Osmond,
Nebraska. Sherri has four brothers, Greg, Jeff, Chuck and
Dan and two sisters, Barb Rohde and Angie Jones. She
attended McLean school until 1976, coming to Randolph
Public in the 7th grade and graduating in 1982. Sherri
worked as a Nanny in Brooklyn and Larchmont, New
York for a family for several years. The children have
come to Nebraska on many occasions, and still remain
close today. While living in New York, Sherri had a
chance to visits many places, one being The Statue of
Liberty and the World Trade Center on September 11,
1983.
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Brad, Sherri,Olivia, Brianne Bargstadt

Brad and Sherri were married October 3, 1987 at St.
Frances Church in Randolph by Fr. Rick Arkfeld. They
lived south of Randolph for a couple of months before
moving into Randolph in 1988, and finally buying their
present home in 1991. A daughter, Brianne Marie was
born September 1, 1990 in Norfolk, Nebraska. Another
daughter, Olivia Jane was born December 13, 1993 also in
Norfolk. Brianne attended Randolph Public Schools for
13 years, graduating in 2008. She attended Wayne State
College for one year and is now living in Lincoln and
attending Southeast Community College. Olivia is a
sophomore at Randolph High School, keeping busy with
all of her school activities.
Brad has been General Manager at Randolph Farm
Supply since it‘s beginning in 1986. He is a twenty year
member of the Randolph Volunteer Fire Department and
current member of the Randolph City Council. He has
also served on the St. Frances Parish Council and
education committee. His hobbies include playing golf,
reading, doing sudoku puzzles and following St. Louis
Cardinals baseball.
Sherri is employed at Randolph Family Practice Clinic
as an Insurance Clerk. She is a member of PEO, Chapter
EA since 1996, St Frances Education Committee,
Randolph Area Foundation and St. Frances PCCW
serving as Treasure for two years. In her spare time she
enjoys reading, taking walks and golfing

Gerald and Patricia Bargstadt
Gerald was born on September 9, 1933 to James and
Frieda (Bauer) Bargstadt. He was the youngest of four
children. One sibling died at birth. He has two sisters:
Melva (Ed Broer) and Mildred (Robert Dennis). He
attended District 22 and graduated from Randolph High
School in 1951 and entered the United States Army in
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1953. He served for a year
and a half in Japan during
the Korean War.
Jerry returned home in
1955 and married Patricia
Lackas on November 15,
1956 at Zion Lutheran
Church rural Hoskins.
They farmed south of
Randolph and later Gerald
was employed at Great
Dane Trailers in Wayne,
Nebraska for 13 years, until
he retired.
Patricia is the daughter of
Edwin and Erma (Hoeppner) Lackas. Patricia was born
on June 6, 1938. She was the only girl and has three
brothers: Jim (Donna), Larry (Kay), and Neil (Carolyn).
She graduated from Randolph High School in 1955 and
worked for Mutual of Omaha in Omaha for one summer.
Pat had many jobs including Mary‘s Café in Plainview,
helping on the farm, Jim‘s Food Center and in the
Randolph School kitchen. They moved to Randolph in
1984.

Jerry and Paricia Bargstadt at Randolph
Centennial

Patricia passed from this earth on August 11, 1998 from
cancer and Jerry on July 27, 2009 from complications
from surgery.
To this union five children were born. Julie Jean was
born December 6, 1957. She married Paul Loberg. They
have two children; Emily who is married to Nate Sims
and Benjamin who is engaged to Becca Wichelt.
Bradley Gerald was born August 22, 1959. He married
Sherri Bloomquist. They have two children; Brianne and
Olivia.
Brian James was born May 16, 1962. He married Vicki
Schurman. They have three children; Colin Schurman,
Cassidy and Adyson.
Jackie Sue was born July 26, 1965. She married Tim
Wolfe. They have two children; Samuel and Sarah.
Jeri Lynn was born November 27, 1970. She married
Michael Schmit. They have four children; Ashley, Jesse,
Alexander and Abigail.
Page 166

Jim and Darlene Barton
Darlene Ida Rossbach was born March 25, 1954 in
Benkelman, Nebraska and since she was the first girl in
the Rossbach family after five boys, her appearance was
heralded with much joy in the family as well as the
community, who were always interested in ―the
preacher‘s family‖.
In Benkelman where she attended school, there was
always a special kindergarten graduation program where
the ―graduates‖ wore caps and gowns. The year Darlene
graduated from Kindergarten was the same year her older
brother Douglas, graduated from high school.
Darlene was in the fifth grade when the family moved
to Randolph. In 1971, she was Luther League Conference
Vice President and the following year, 1972, when she
was a senior, she was the Luther League Conference
President. During the summer after her junior year in
high school, she worked as a volunteer at the Beatrice
State Hospital in the Luther League supported Youth
Service Corps.
She became interested in mental health and the only
college in Nebraska providing a two year program in that
area of study was in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, so she enrolled
in Nebraska Western College the fall of 1972. After
graduation as a mental health worker, she was employed
by the old Immanuel Hospital in Omaha. She moved with
them to a new hospital helping to implement a mental
health program in their new Mental Health Unit. During
the years that she worked at Immanuel Hospital, she
attended the University of Nebraska at Omaha, receiving a
Bachelor Degree in social work in 1980. Her practicum
was with the Campfire Girls in Omaha. She jokingly
remarked that one of the requirements in her practicum
and ultimately toward completion of her degree, was to be
able to ―catch‖ a horse, brush it down, and bridle the
horse before riding it on one of the Campfire Girl‘s
outings. Darlene continued her work in mental health and
was employed as a Psychiatric Assistant at Immanuel
hospital in Omaha until 1994.
Darlene met Jim Barton in Omaha, Nebraska and they
were married on August 11, 1990, in the outdoor chapel at
the Lutheran Sky Ranch Camp. The camp is located in
the Never Summer Range of the Rocky Mountains, near
Fort Collins, Colorado. Both families stayed in rustic
cabins with wood heat, and a dinner bell called them to
the main lodge for meals. Darlene‘s older brothers, David
and Daniel, officiated at the ceremony that ended with a
thunderstorm and rain, which is considered good luck.
Jim was born in St. Paul, Minnesota on December 1,
1950. His family moved to Omaha when he was six years
old after Western Electric transferred his father. Jim
received his Bachelor of Science in Geology in May 1992
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha. He received
his Master of Science in Geoscience, emphasizing
Geology from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas
in December 1993.
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Darlene and Jim lived in Omaha until they moved to
Sacramento, California in September 1994, when Jim was
transferred to the Army Corp of Engineers. Their first
year in California, Darlene missed the Nebraska
thunderstorms so much, they ended up chasing a storm up
into the mountains stopping at Truckee near Lake Tahoe.
Then remembering Nebraska snow during their first
winter in California, Jim and Darlene went into the Sierra
Nevada mountains for a snow ball fight, and built a
snowman, which they brought back to put in their front
yard. For a short few days their yard was the only yard in
the neighborhood with a real snowman.
Jim is a Licensed California Professional Geologist and
works for the State of California in water quality. He
serves as an officer and chairperson in the Roseville Rock
Rollers Gem and Mineral Society. He won first place
twice in the California Federation of Mineralogical
Societies for Adult Technical articles and was recognized
by the American Federation Mineralogical Societies for
his writing of an Adult Technical article. Presently, he is
President of the Northern California Cooperative Field
Trip Leaders Association of 12 gem and mineral societies
of Northern California.
Darlene graduated at the top 10% of her class from
California State University at Sacramento, California on
August 2002. She received a Master of Science in
Counseling with a specialization in Marriage and Family
Therapy and Career Counseling. She worked as a Mental
Health Worker at Sacramento Mental Health Treatment
Center and moved into a Mental Health Counselor
position after receiving her master degree. While working
at the mental health center, she obtained the state required
3000 supervised counseling hours doing therapy at the
White House Counseling Center, connected to the San
Juan School District. Now she is obtaining her California
Marriage and Family Therapy License.
Jim and Darlene enjoy camping, boating, attending gem
and mineral shows as well as snowshoeing in the Sierra
Nevada Mountains. They continue to visit Nebraska and
Iowa, sharing many memories with Jim‘s daughter,
Angela Griffin, who works as a Licensed Practical Nurse
with the State of Iowa, and her three sons, Cody (16
years), Kyle (12 years), and Caleb (10 years). Submitted
by Darlene I Barton
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Edwin and Pearl Bauer

Pearl, Darlene, Arnold, Dale, Don and Edwin Bauer

Edwin Bauer was born to Ludwig and Barbara Bauer on
December 19, 1900, on a farm seven and one-half miles
south of Randolph. He was one of 11 children born to the
Ludwig Bauers. With the exception of one year, he lived
his entire lifetime on that farm.
School records show that Ed attended school at rural
Wayne County, District No. 22 for 638 days, or an
equivalent of four years of today‘s school grades. This
school was organized in 1883, closed in 1965. In those
days, it was important for children to work on the farm, so
when Ed was 14 his education was over. Even though he
attended school for that short time, he knew his arithmetic
as well as any eighth grade graduate, then or now.
Ed enjoyed playing cards and fishing. He was a
lifelong member of Zion Lutheran Church of rural
Hoskins. He was married to Pearl on March 4, 1926, at
that church. Pearl was the daughter of William and Iva
Green Martindale. She was born at Irwin, Iowa, June 2,
1908, and moved with her parents to Nebraska five years
later. With the exception of their first year of marriage,
they lived all their married life on what was known as the
Bauer Home Place. Depression and dust bowl drought
years were hard for Ed and Pearl as well as for everyone.
Pearl remembered getting the entire corn crop on one
small wagon. Many a supper consisted of fried eggs and
potatoes.
Pearl had four brothers and one sister. Pearl was
considered one of the best cooks around, but she swears
that when she was first married she hardly knew how to
boil water. Being able to cook was important for there
was not only the family to cook for but, many times, one
or more hired men.
The saddest times for the family were the deaths of two
daughters. Phyllis died at the age of three in 1934 (hay
rack accident) and Margie Ann died at the age of 15
months in 1938 (pneumonia). A tornado struck the Bauer
Farm in 1953 causing extensive damage.
Ed and Pearl had a farm sale on February 23, 1959. Ed
passed away in 1961 and Pearl in 2002. Pearl rented out
the farm land but continued to live on the farm raising
cattle and hogs. With a little help from family and good
neighbors, she stayed on the farm until 1967. In May of
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1967 she sold the farm to Albert and Madeline Meyer.
This ended a 68 year ownership of the Bauer home farm.
Ludwig (Ed‘s dad) bought the farm in March of 1899 and
then Edwin bought it from him in 1946.
At that time she moved to Randolph into a new house
that had been built for her. She transferred her church
membership to St. John‘s Lutheran Church in 1968. She
enjoyed crocheting, cooking and yard work. Pearl was
selected to be the centennial queen during the Randolph
centennial celebration in 1986.
Ed and Pearl‘s living children are: Don, Dale, and
Arnold. Don was in the Army during World War II
spending some time in Okinawa. He was married to
Helen Kuhl, February 14, 1950. He purchased the
Elevator in Sholes in 1967; his son Tom now operates it.
Don and Helen are the parents of two children, Donna
(deceased) and Tom. Tom and Judy Bauer‘s children
(grandchildren) are Jim (Jackson), John and Jesse. Donna
Glanz, Sherry and Stacy and Tim Ortiz, (Gabriel and
Rafiella).
Don Bermel and Darlene were married on May 29,
1949, and they farmed south of Randolph until 1989.Their
retired years was spent at 405 West Broadway in
Randolph. Darlene passed away November 21, 2002 and
Don on March 27, 2007. Their children are Larry, Linda,
Lori, Lonnie and Kathy. Larry and Bette Bermel are the
parents of Heath and Reid and Dr. Holley Bermel
(expecting twins in December 2010). Linda and Paul
Boeshart‘s children and (grandchildren) are Sarah and
David Dirksen (Tyler and Emma). Laura and Brandon
Cole (Alex and Harrison). Erin and Ryan Watson
(Grace). Megan Boeshart is engaged to Erik Wiedel and
will be married in 2011. Lori and Jack Sievers are parents
of Vaughn Sievers, Layne and Jackie Sievers (Ty).
Lindsey and friend Steve Tjaden (Trey). Lonnie and Lori
Bermel are parents of Derek and Allison and Kathy and
Mitch Sump are parents of Anna and John.
The marriage of Dale to Lois Haugen took place in
Fertile, Minnesota, June 2, 1962. Dale was the owner of
Bauer Honey Company at Fertile. He and Lois are
spending their retirement years in Kountze Texas and
Fertile Minnesota. His children now operate the business.
Dale spent time in the Air Force during the 1950‘s. The
children and (grandchildren) of Dale and Lois are Daniel
and Rochelle (Isaiah, Alex [deceased] and Dominic),
Tammie and Bradley Campbell (Lindsay and Hannah),
Jodi and Darren Straus (Parker and Isabelle).
Sisseton, South Dakota was the site of the wedding of
Arnold to Beverly Bihrle on March 16, 1963. Arnold
attended Norfolk Junior College for two years and then
transferred to University of Nebraska where he received a
Mechanical Engineering Degree in 1962. He was
employed by Boeing and retired in 1995. He and Beverly
are spending their retirement years on Whidbey Island,
Washington and Chandler, Arizona. The children and
(grandchildren) of Arnold and Bev are Bret and Lisa
(Hannah and Brendan). Bart and Rita Bauer (Erich and
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Helen). Barbara and Far Salimian (Wesley and Halle).
Submitted by Arnold Bauer & Linda (Bermel) Boeshart

George John Bauer
George
Johann
Bauer, born the 7th of
June,
1912,
at
Randolph, Nebraska,
son of Mr. Ludwig
Bauer (farmer) and
his
wife
"by
marriage," Barbara,
born Herbolsheimer
has on the 30th of
June, 1912, in the
Evangelical Lutheran
Saint Johann's Kirche
at
Randolph,
Nebraska,
in the
name of the Triune
God, been baptized.
George John Bauer - 1946
Baptism
witnesses
were: Frauleen Marie Bauer, Frau - Mary Schonberg, E.H. Gabriel, and
the Evangelical Lutheran Pastor.
Prelude statement announces George's birth, the
youngest of 11 children, nine being born on the Bauer
homestead farm, south of Randolph, Nebraska since 1897.
Babyhood and early childhood were entrusted to the
guiding hands of his nine-year-old sister, Frieda, because
the farm and home duties kept the mother and father busy
providing the livelihood of the large family.
Holiday gifts and special foods of the season were
shared by the nearest aged child. Most recalled was the
sharing of a sled by George and Walter. Oranges were
treats on the Christmas plates. The harness bells ringing,
as the horses pulled the bobsled over the road, on the crisp
winter Sunday mornings, to the church at Randolph, were
especially memorable. The wagon, buggies, and Ford,
through the years, made their way through the farm lane
and down the road to their destinations.
Country school education was a climb through the
fence and down the hillside field, or through the lane and
one-fourth of a mile to the north. The parents moved to
Randolph in 1923, so the remainder of George's education
was at the Randolph School. He graduated in the spring
of 1930. He spent a year in Confirmation School, being a
1927 class member of the Zion Lutheran Church at
Hoskins, Nebraska.
This membership was later
transferred to the First Methodist Church at Kearney,
Nebraska.
Snapshots from his photograph book show him with a
paint bucket and brush in hand - apparently his Bauer task
to help keep the farms "ship-shape‖. Bertha and Rose
chose vocations as telephone operators, and George an
education at the University of Nebraska Pharmacy
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College. The remaining children of the family chose their
first love of farming in the neighborhood of the
homestead farm. George received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Pharmacy on June 4, 1934. Pharmacy positions
were held at Buchanan, Bowles and Obert-Walz Drug,
Randolph – Whitney Drug, Ainsworth - Wefso Drug,
Rushville- Thompson Drug, Gordon – Patterson Drug,
North Platte – Bauer Drug, Kearney, which he operated
1946 – 1958 and Frances operated 1958-1969.
George was an ardent sports fan, writing sports for
news printing for both football and basketball teams at
Ainsworth and Rushville. He loved hunting and fishing,
and some photography. Bauer family baseball teams were
his incentive to play on the Gordon softball team, and be
assistant Little League coach as son, Michael, played.
During the World War II years, George served in the
Nebraska State Guard Organization, at North Platte,
Nebraska. Farm life never fully left his interests. He
served five years as a 4-H leader, and helped Michael with
a registered Hampshire sheep project, winning top honors
at the Buffalo County Fair. Explorer Boy Scouts and
parent and teachers organizations won his help.
On June 9, 1940, George was married to Frances Ruth
Sterling of Gordon, Nebraska. Children born to this union
were: Michael Jon Bauer, June 12, 1941, Gordon,
Nebraska; children: Michelle, Kristin, and Brent; Terri
Dianne Bauer, September 21, 1950, Kearney, Nebraska;
children: Stephanie, Kelli, Jennifer, and Brittany. Like
Johnny Carson's return to Norfolk, Nebraska, he loved to
make his yearly visit to the home farms. Both fellows,
rolling up and down the hills north of Norfolk, with a
song in their hearts and the scenic beauty of the earth in
bloom. George left this earth December 18, 1958 after a
near eight year battle with leukemia. His love and love of
life has sustained this family for a life time. Submitted by
Frances (Sterling) Bauer

Ludwig and Barbara Bauer
Ludwig Bauer emigrated from Wittenberg, Germany,
the son of George and Elisabeth Bauer. He was born on
November 18, 1863; he came to the United States at the
age of 20 on the Ship Lessing, arriving in New York on
16 Oct, 1883, settling at Westside, Iowa. While in Iowa,
he met his wife to be, Barbara Herbolsheimer. Barbara
was the daughter of Lucas and Rosina Stanzel
Herbolsheimer, one of 12 children. She was born June 4,
1871, in Illinois and then moved to Iowa. They were
married June 16, 1891, and moved to Nebraska in 1897
with their three children, Ludwig Jr., Edward and Mary
and located on a farm seven and one-half miles south of
Randolph. Ludwig purchased the 160 acres for $28 per
acre in March of 1899.
Their children and years of birth are as follows:
Ludwig Jr., 1892; Mary, 1894; Amelia 1897; Rosa, 1899;
Edwin 1900; Frieda, 1903; Bertha, 1905; Herman, 1907;
Walter, 1909; and George, 1912. Edward died at the
young age of 3 in 1898.
Page 169

Ludwig and Barbara Bauer Family

They made their own soap and did their washing on the
wash board. Farming was done with horses and walking
machinery. They always milked cows and raised hogs
and cattle, the cattle being shipped by railroad to Sioux
City. Ludwig would often travel to Sioux City with the
livestock and while there purchased material to be used to
make dresses for his wife and daughters.
Ludwig ruled his family with ―an iron hand.‖ All the
kids were expected and made to do their share or more of
work. Frieda feels that their family probably owned more
scythes than any other family. Each child had a scythe
and a water jug and they were expected to keep fence
rows and other places weed-free. This was in addition to
all other phases of farm work. When the kids weren‘t
needed for work at home, they worked out for other
people at a very minimal wage.
Mary and Amelia were allowed to take sewing lessons
from Lydia Trip in Randolph. They, in turn, taught their
younger sisters.
Entertainment of the early days was barn and bowery
dances. The girls, at times, would have their dates leave
them at the end of their lane just in case their dad might
be waiting up.
The Bauers lived one-fourth mile from District No. 22,
School. That district was organized in 1883. From the
time the Bauer‘s moved to Nebraska until the school
closed in 1965, with exception of two years, there was a
Bauer descendant attending the school. All ten of the
Bauer children received at least some education at the
school, 15 grandchildren attended the school, and 11
great-grandchildren. Some of the teachers were: Nona
Montee, Maude Prince, Bernice Meyer, Darel Pennington,
Mildred (Bargstadt) Dennis & Janet O‘sullivan. This
school that the Bauer children attended was located in
Sherman precinct of Wayne County.
This was the same precinct in which the Bauers owned
five quarter sections of land, 160 acres in a quarter
section. Some background of Sherman precinct may be of
interest. It was named for General Sherman of Civil War
fame and is located in the northwest corner of the county,
the north edge being just two miles south of Randolph.
Within this precinct, Bird‘s Post Office was located nine
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miles south of Randolph on the old Norfolk-Randolph
road and was in use from 1893 to 1898.
Fred Weber had a section of land six miles south of
Randolph and he built a home, store, blacksmith shop,
implements business and post office there calling it
Weberville. The home, located just west of the Don
Bermel farm was in use until the Bob Olsons family
moved to town. A Wayne County history story published
in 1938 states, ―L.C. Bauer remembers that as a barefoot
child, he was playing around the blacksmith shop and
stepped on some red hot coals.‖ Sholes had a population
of 90 in 1930, 50 in 1920, and today‘s population is 24. A
comparison of the population of Sherman precinct shows
that in 1930 there were 623 people and today there are
206 (2000 census).

Back, Amelia, Frieda, Ludwig Jr., George, Ed, Herman, Walt, Mary
Front Rose, Ludwig Sr. Barbara, Bertha

As the Bauer children married, some of them moved
onto farms owned by their parents. Ludwig Jr. married
Minnie Kruger on February 10, 1915 and moved to one of
the farms. Mary married Fred Bierschenk on February 9,
1916. Date of the other marriages were: Rose to Samuel
Nisson, Mary 29, 1927; Frieda to James Bargstadt
February 2, 1927; Bertha to John Buckett July 14, 1929;
Herman to Dorothy Carstens February 11, 1931; Linda
Carstens to Walter, March 21, 1934; Edwin to Pearl
Martindale March 3, 1926; Amelia to William Kruger
April 7, 1918; and George to Frances Sterling on June 9,
1940. Besides the L.C. Bauers, the James Bargstadts, the
Edwin Bauers, the Walter Bauers, the Herman Bauers,
and the Fred Bierschenks lived on Bauer land.
The Bauer‘s moved to Randolph in 1923. The home
was nearly new and they lived their remaining years in
that home. Ludwig died in 1947 and Barbara in 1952.
Submitted by Arnold Bauer & Linda (Bermel) Boeshart

Dennis and Gail Bazata
Dennis Bazata, son of Rudy and Ruth (Eusterwiemann)
Bazata, was born on August 18, 1957 at West Point,
Nebraska. He grew up on a farm north of Howells and
received all of his primary and secondary education in
Howells where he graduated from Howells High School
in 1975. He attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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and graduated in 1979 with a BS degree in Agricultural
Education. In 1979, he began teaching Agricultural
Education at Randolph Public Schools. He then received
a MS degree in Industrial Technology Education from
Wayne State College in 1990. He received a MA degree
in Educational Administration from Wayne State College
in 2005. Since 1990, he taught both Agricultural
Education and Industrial Technology Education. Along
with his teaching duties, he became the Activities Director
in 2003. In 2007, he became 7-12 Assistant Principal and
continued to teach. After 30 years in the classroom, he
became the 7-12 Principal and continued as the Activities
Director.

enrolled as a student in the Doctor of Dental Surgery
Program.
The family are members of the St. Jane Frances
Catholic Church at Randolph.

Clarence Arthur and Effie Beaton

Effie and Clarence Beaton

Gail, Erin, Dennis and Bryan Bazata

Gail Bazata, daughter of Robert and Myra (Rupprecht)
Langhorst, was born on August 15, 1958 at Schuyler,
Nebraska. She grew up on a farm south of Howells. She
received all of her primary and secondary education in
Howells, graduating from Howells High School in 1976.
She attended Platte Technical Community College in
Columbus and graduated in 1977 from the Practical
Nursing program. She worked in Lincoln, Nebraska at
Bryan Memorial Hospital from 1977 to 1979. In 1979,
Gail started working at Colonial Manor in Randolph,
where she continues to be employed in the Restorative
Therapy Department.
Dennis and Gail were married in Howells on September
1, 1979. The couple have two children, Bryan Michael,
who was born December 3, 1983 at Osmond and Erin
Rose, who was born August 3, 1986 at Osmond. Bryan
and Erin both received their entire primary and secondary
education from Randolph Public School. Bryan graduated
in 2002 and Erin graduated in 2005. Bryan attended the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and graduated in 2009
with a BS degree in Special Education. He currently lives
in David City, Nebraska where he is employed as an
Elementary Special Education teacher at the David City
Public School. He also coaches junior high football and
freshman girl‘s basketball. Erin attended Dana College in
Blair and graduated in 2009 with a BS degree in Biology.
While at Dana College, Erin played on the women‘s
basketball team for four years and was a team starter for
three years. She is currently at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center, College of Dentistry, where she is
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Clarence Arthur Beaton was born January 16, 1875 in
Warren County, Illinois. By the early 1800‘s his parents,
John and Ella Brown Beaton, had moved the family to
Dodge Center, Minnesota. The 1890‘s found the family
back in Iowa near Elliott. While in Iowa, Clarence
attended Red Oak Business College, receiving a diploma
April 8, 1892. He then taught school for several years in
Iowa.
October 7, 1896, he married Effie Dell Burwell,
daughter of Andrew and Josephine ―Ellen‖ (Sheet)
Burwell, at the home of her parents in Elliot, Iowa.
After making their first home at Elliott, Clarence and
Effie decided to move to the Sholes, Nebraska area where
his parents were residing.
Clarence started farming and later moved into the town
of Sholes, running a dray team doing custom hauling.
Around 1911, he moved his family once again to Iowa.
This time near Earlham, where he tried carpentry work for
a few years, then returned to farming, and again moving
the family back to Nebraska taking up farming seven
miles south of Randolph, Nebraska, in Wayne County.
In the late 1920‘s, Clarence and his family were on the
move again, this time to Laurel, Nebraska, where he
operated a filling station. Clarence traded his filling
station in Laurel for a house in Carroll, Nebraska where
he lived out the remainder of his life. He died June 21,
1951, at the age of 76.
Effie Burwell Beaton continued to live in the home in
Carroll until poor health required her to live the remainder of her life at Valley View Nursing Home in Wausa,
Nebraska. She died June 1, 1970, at the age of 93.
Both Clarence and Effie are buried at the Randolph
Cemetery at Randolph.
Clarence and Effie had three daughters, Lessie Maricle,
who lived most of her adult life in the Greeley, Colorado;
Gladys Wagner, who lived her adult life in Omaha,
Nebraska and Grace Huwaldt who lived her adult life on a
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farm near Randolph, Nebraska. All three daughters are
now deceased, but have families who live in their
respective areas. Submitted by Susie Wattier

On September 1, 1927, Ella (Brown) Beaton died in her
home at Sholes. John continued to live in his home until
his death March 7, 1935. Both are buried at the Randolph
Cemetery at Randolph. Submitted by Susie Wattier

John Lewis and Ella Beaton
Steven E. and Rose M. Becker
Steven Eugene Becker was born July 4, l951, in
Osmond, Nebraska, to Eugene and Lois (Carlson) Becker
of Magnet, Nebraska. Steve attended grade school in
Magnet and received his high school education at St.
Frances Catholic High School in Randolph. He attended
the University of Nebraska at Lincoln and Northeast
Community College before enlisting in the U.S. Army in
1971. He spent his military time at Ft. Myers, Virginia.
After his discharge in 1973 he worked on road
construction.
On September 20, l974, he and Rose Wingert, daughter
of Ed and Josephine (Widhalm) Wingert of Osmond,
Nebraska, were united in marriage at St. Mary‘s Catholic
Church in Osmond. Rose was born October 3, l952, and
attended grade school at St.Mary‘s Catholic School and
received her high school education at Osmond
Community School. After graduation she moved to
Randolph and worked for Rogers & Rogers Law Office.

John and Ella Beaton

If the descendants of John Lewis Beaton wanted to visit
his birthplace, they would not be able to do so. He was
born on an island off the coast of Jamaica, New York.
This island disappeared from the surface of the earth
during John‘s lifetime.
In 1852, as a small child, John moved with his family to
Knoxville, Iowa. Here he married Ella Brown on
February 12, 1874, and the couple made their home at
Warren County, Illinois. Two children were born while in
Illinois: Clarence Arthur and Clara Mabel.
In the early 1880‘s, the family moved to Dodge Center,
Minnesota. By the 1890‘s, the family lived near Elliott,
Iowa. While living in Iowa, both children were married.
Son, Clarence, married Effie Burwell on October 7, 1896
and daughter, Clara, married John Davis on December 29,
1897. Later she married Art Obst on March 11, 1937.
On the move again, John and Ella Beaton purchased 80
acres of land in March, 1899, which later became the site
of the town of Sholes, Nebraska. Sholes was established
as a shipping point in Northwest Wayne County. The
couple built the first home in Sholes and later the Sholes
Post Office was located in their home.
Soon after the town was started, John and Ella donated
one lot to the Methodist Church.
John and Ella Beaton‘s children and their spouses
joined them in the Sholes area in the early 1900‘s.
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Back Aaron, Steve, Brent Front Rose, Regina

In 1976 they started farming south of Magnet, and in
l982 they purchased and moved to a farm east of Magnet
where they still reside. Rose worked in Randolph until
1979 and then began working as a clerk in the Magnet
Post Office. She was appointed postmaster in Magnet in
l985 and was there until 2003 when she was appointed
postmaster in Fordyce, and in 2005 she became the
postmaster in Wausa. In 1999 Steve started his business
of Becker Bovine Hoof Trimming.
Steve and Rose have two children. Aaron was born
December 25, 1980. Aaron received his K-12 education
in Randolph. He attended college at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha and did graduate work at the
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. He resides in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he is a software engineer.
Regina was born September 28, l983, and also received
her K-12 education in Randolph. She attended Southeast
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Community College in Lincoln and works as an insurance
claims analyst. Regina and Brent Clausen of Wausa were
married on October 6, 2007. Brent works as a
construction project manager in Omaha where they now
reside. Submitted by Steve and Rose Becker

Charline‘s final illness was scleroderma. She was in the
hospital and/or the nursing home from October 16, 2006
until she passed away on August 17, 2007. She now rests
in St. Frances Cemetery. Submitted by Art Bermel

Cory and Kristy Bermel
Arthur J. and Charline Bermel

Back: Dennis, Tim, Joe, Front: Art, Charline

Born on April 4, 1929, Arthur Joseph was the third
oldest of Frank and Gertrude Bermel‘s eight children.
One of his many friends was Fred Spader, and when Fred
married Charline Seyer, a girl he met while serving in the
U.S. Army, Charline was included in this list of friends.
Charline was the only daughter of Charles and Elizabeth
Seyer from the southeast Missouri town of Chaffee. She
was born on June 24, 1929, and worked at St. Francis
Hospital until her marriage to Fred Spader in January, 19,
1957. In 1968 Fred passed away after a decade long
battle with Multiple Sclerosis. Charline and her two sons
moved back to Missouri to live with her parents. At first
an, exchange of Christmas cards, then letters, then visits,
then on August 17, 1970, Charline and Art became man
and wife. To this union, on September 24, 1971, a son,
Arthur Joseph Jr., was born. Except for weak eyes, Art
enjoyed good health, whereas Charline had a multitude of
serious health problems, notably asthma, hay fever,
bronchitis, and emphysema. Every year of their married
life, Charline spent some time in a hospital, and became
increasingly frail.
All of his life, Art kept busy farming, raising livestock,
and working full time at the Post Office in Randolph. He
retired from the Post Office in 1989 with 34 years of
credible service, and then retired from farming in 2002.
He and Charline have three sons: Tim Spader is
employed by Ferguson Enterprises, Albuquerque, New
Mexico and married Sharon Ferguson on March 1990;
Dennis Spader married Jane Kaiser, daughter of Gene and
Teresa Kaiser on April 4, 2003; and Arthur Joseph
Bermel, Jr., married Leslie Franchs on June 26, 2001. All
three are college educated. Arthur Jr. graduated from the
U.S. Air Force Academy in 1994 and currently is a Major
serving as a pilot at Creech Air Force Base, Las Vegas,
Nevada.
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Cory was born November 8, 1972 at Osmond, Nebraska
to Richard and Ellen (Wattier) Bermel. He has an older
brother Jeff, who is also from Randolph. Cory went to
school at Randolph Public School kindergarten thru
senior. After graduating in 1991 he attended Southeast
Community College in Milford, Nebraska and graduated
as an auto body technician in December 1992.
Kristy was born August 3, 1976 at Osmond, Nebraska
to David and Raeleen (McFarland)Junck. She has two
sisters and a brother, Jeremy Junck from Bellwood,
Nebraska, Brandy (Junck) Winkelbauer, and Stacy
(Junck) Winkelbauer, both from Randolph. She went to
school at Sholes, Nebraska kindergarten thru 4th grade and
finished her education at Randolph Public School
graduating in 1994.
On April 7, 1995 Cory and Kristy were married at St
John‘s Lutheran Church in Randolph. And on October
18, 2000 they were blessed with a son Avery Joseph. He
attends Randolph Public School.
The family is currently living on an acreage on the edge
of Randolph and operate their business in town ―Cory‘s
Body & Paint‖. Submitted by Cory and Kristy Bermel

Don and Darlene Bermel
Don Bermel was born to
Frank
and
Gertrude
(Aschoff)
Bermel
on
December 12, 1924, on a
farm two miles south of
Randolph. Don had two
sisters and five brothers.
He attended grade and
high school at St. Frances
Parochial
School
in
Randolph.
After
graduation, he worked on
several farms and served
in the Army during World
War II.
Don and Darlene Bermel
Darlene Bermel‘s parents
were Edwin and Pearl
(Martindale) Bauer. She was born March 31, 1929, on a
farm seven miles south of Randolph, the second of six
children. She attended grade school at Wayne County
District 22, attended Randolph High School and graduated
in 1946 at the age of 17. That same fall, with only high
school training, she began teaching rural school, and did
so for three years.
Even though Don and Darlene were born only a few
miles apart, they didn‘t meet until 1942, when Don was
working for a neighbor of the Bauer‘s. They were
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married May 29, 1949, and moved to a 320 acre farm six
miles south of Randolph. Don had already been farming
and batching there for one year. The Bermels rented the
farm from H.H. Sherwood until1965, when they
purchased the farm. At the time of their marriage, there
was no electricity or running water in the house. They
farmed with horses and a1938 A John Deere tractor,
milked cows, raised chickens, and fed a few cattle and
hogs. Over the years, some buildings were remodeled and
others were replaced with new structures. They lived
there until 1987, when they sold the farm to their daughter
and son-in-law, Lori and Jack Sievers. After leaving the
farm, Don and Darlene moved to 405 West Broadway in
Randolph.
Don and Darlene were both involved in 4-H for many
years. Don was a leader of the Allen-Eastern Livestock
Club for 20 years, and Darlene was an assistant for 12
years. Don also worked at the Ak-Sar-Ben Livestock
Show for many years, and in later years he served as
assistant beef superintendent. Don was a long time
Randolph Community Club Member.
He enjoyed
bowling, golfing, and fishing. Darlene was a member of
the Randolph VFW Auxiliary and enjoyed crocheting,
hardanger, sewing, and bowling.
Both enjoyed
woodworking projects and did a great deal of volunteer
work before and after retirement for 4-H, the community,
the VFW, the Randolph Senior Center, St. John‘s
Lutheran Church, and the Randolph Golf Course.
After their retirement in 1987, Don and Darlene
continued with volunteer work, woodworking, and
gardening. They added traveling to visit family, bingo
playing and calling, remodeling work on their children‘s
homes, and Canada fishing trips for Don. Don‘s brothers
introduced him to gambling at the casinos. Both enjoyed
watching high school sports in which their grandchildren
participated.
Darlene greatly enjoyed learning how to use a
computer. She sharpened her skills and did intense work
on genealogy for both the Bauer and Bermel families.
She also used the computer to make signs and
spreadsheets for the Senior Center. Don also used the
computer, and was the first resident to take a computer to
Colonial Manor when he moved there in 2006.
Don and Darlene celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on May 30, 1999. Darlene passed away on
November 21, 2002 at St. Luke‘s Hospital in Sioux City,
Iowa. Don resided at Colonial Manor from February 6,
2006 to March of 2007. He passed away at St. Luke‘s
Hospital in Sioux City, Iowa on March 27, 2007. The
Bermel residence in Randolph was sold to John Bauer
who is the grandson of Don Bauer, Darlene‘s brother.
The Bermels were parents of five children: Larry, born
May 3, 1950; Linda, born May 12, 1952; Lori, born
December 15, 1954; Lonnie, born March 29, 1957; and
Kathy, born October 30, 1963. All except Kathy,
attended grade school at Wayne County District 22, the
same school their mother and grandfather attended.
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Kathy received her grade school education from Randolph
Public.
All five Bermel children graduated from Randolph High
School. Larry attended the University of Nebraska for
one year. He was in the Army during the Vietnam War
and served in Vietnam. Linda graduated from the
University of Nebraska. Lori graduated from the Grand
Island School of Business. Lonnie graduated from Wayne
State College, and Kathy graduated from the University of
South Dakota and the College of St. Mary.
Larry resides in Java, South Dakota and Poplarville,
Mississippi. Larry owns and operates Selby Honey
Company, spending the summers in South Dakota, and
winters in Mississippi. He has two sons. Heath lives in
Java, South Dakota, and Poplarville, Mississippi. Reid
and his wife, Dr. Holley Bermel, live in Des Moines,
Iowa.
Linda and her husband, Paul Boeshart, live in Lincoln,
Nebraska. Linda taught school for 13 years. Paul is an
Assistant U.S. Attorney, and retired at the grade of
Colonel from the U.S. Air Force Reserve. They have four
daughters and 5 grandchildren. Their daughter, Sarah, is
married to David Dirsken, and their children are Tyler and
Emma. Their daughter, Laura, is married to Brandon
Cole, and they have one son, Alex, and are expecting their
second son. Their daughter, Erin, is married to Ryan
Watson, and they have one daughter, Grace. Their
daughter, Megan, is engaged to Erik Wiedel, and the
wedding will occur in 2011. All of them reside in
Lincoln, Nebraska.
Lori and Jack Sievers farm and raise show cattle on the
farm where Lori grew up. They have three children.
Their son, Vaughn, lives in Norfolk. Their son, Layne, is
married to Jackie and they have a son, Ty, and live on a
farm near Randolph. Their daughter, Lindsey, and friend
Steve Tjaden, have a son, Trey, and live in Randolph.
Lonnie and Lori Bermel live in Sioux City, Iowa where
Lonnie is the Clinical Chemistry and Hematology
Supervisor for St. Luke‘s Hospital. Lori is a Cyto
Technologist for Pathologists Medical Services. They
have two children, Derek and Allison.
Kathy and Mitch Sump live in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Kathy is a paralegal for the U.S. Attorney‘s Office and
Mitch is General Manager for General Fire Safety in
Lincoln. They have two children, Anna and John.
All of the children of Don and Darlene and spouses are
taking a fishing trip to Cozy Cove Resort in Minnesota in
2010. This is the very same lake where Don and Darlene
took the children fishing as they grew up. They hope to
try out some of those fishing and cooking skills that they
learned from their parents. Submitted by Linda Bermel
Boeshart
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Frank and Gertrude Bermel

Back: Art, Gerard, Don, Francis, Vincent, Richard Front: Darlene,
Frank, Gertude, Joan

City bred Frank Bermel quit school at the age of
fourteen and worked as a railroad section hand until
World War I broke out. Denied enlistment in the Army,
he then was employed as a farm hand by Gerhardt and
Martha (Kube) Aschoff. It was almost inevitable that a
hard working and handsome man like Frank would be
attracted to the second oldest of his employer‘s daughters.
And so it came to be Frank and Gertrude were married
January 2, 1924 and began their life together on a quarter
section of rented land one and one-half miles southwest of
Randolph.
Their first son, Donald, was born December 12 of that
year. Times in the ―Roaring Twenties‖ were good and the
Bermels prospered. Soon Frank found a better farm east
of Randolph and moved there. The landlord was rather
hard to get along with, so after a few years when another
farm near by with rich and level land came up for rent, the
Bermels moved again. They were on this farm for 27
years.
By now the Great Depression was in full swing, but
things didn‘t get desperate until the drought years of 1934
and 1936. Everyone kept their pathetically thin animals
sheltered in closed barns at night to keep them from
freezing. One November afternoon there was absolutely
nothing for supper. Frank went with one horse and a
single harrow section and raked over the potato patch,
which was about one-fourth mile from the house, for the
third time. The weather turned nasty and started raining
and sleeting. An hour later, soaked to the gills, with
icicles hanging from his eyebrows, he came home with a
handful of marble sized potatoes. Gertrude fired up the
cook stove and Frank tried to thaw out, while Don and
Gerard put the horse away. Gertrude always tried to make
do with what she had. Some of the staples included
tomatoes with bread, rice and raisins, and bread pudding.
Gertrude could really make good homemade bread except
when she forgot to put in the salt. Gertrude always had
a mammoth sized garden. If the boys seem to have
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abnormally long arms, it‘s probably due to the
innumerable five gallon pails of water they lugged from
the stock tank to the garden. ―The cattle are out‖ or ―the
chickens are in the garden‖ caused an immediate panic.
The four oldest boys huddled together four to a bed, two
at the head and two at the foot. Arguments would break
out as they jostled for position. Somebody was always
getting gouged by a toe nail.
Trying to come up with the pasture cash rent was
always a problem. One year, Frank had to sell all of his
replacement Shorthorn heifers to pay the rent.
Frank was not one to frequent saloons, but he did like to
go to the John Deere shop and exchange scuttlebutt with
his cronies. Unable to buy the weekly paper, he would
come home and share the local news with his family. It
was always a treat when he came home with a cheap soup
bone which became the basis for good homemade stew.
Many years Christmas was just another day. One
memorable Christmas, Aunt Agnes Wolke sent a box of
toys for the kids. On another Christmas Don provided
gifts for everyone. At the time he worked out for 75 cents
a day. Art recalls an incident when he was in the fourth
grade and Vince was in the third, when school started
again after Christmas vacation, Sister Evelyn asked
everyone to relate what they had gotten for Christmas.
Art and Vince were ashamed to say they had gotten
nothing, so Art slipped over to Vince‘s desk and together
they compiled a list of imagined gifts to save
embarrassment.
There also were some good times. Frank truly loved
fishing, a passion that passed on to Don. A trip to the
Sand Hill Lakes was the highlight of the year, especially
when they came home with a big mess of bullheads.
Frank and Gertrude were always proud that all eight of
their children received twelve years of education. Some
got a smattering of higher level education, but none got
degrees. Oldest brother, Don passed away March 27,
2007 and number two son, Gerard passed away January
28, 2010. The remaining six children enjoy reasonably
good health and stable marriages. All the sons and sonin-laws served in the military except Richard who had lost
part of his right hand in a corn sheller accident.
Whenever brothers Vince or Frank come to Nebraska,
all the family gets together for an impromptu reunion. In
1993, the Bermel family held their reunion at the Don
Bermel home and all direct descendents of Frank and
Gertrude were present. Truly, we think Frank and
Gertrude would be proud of the way their family turned
out.
Frank‘s overworked heart stopped the night of January
16, 1960. Gertrude passed away on November 7, 1967
from cancer. Both rest in St. Frances Parish Cemetery.
Submitted by Art Bermel
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Jeffrey and Vicki Bermel

Richard and Ellen Bermel

Elle, Vicki, Eva, Jeff and Emma Bermel

Jeffrey Richard Bermel was born to Richard and Ellen
(Wattier) Bermel on January 22, 1970 in Osmond,
Nebraska. He has one brother, Cory (Kristy Junck). Jeff
attended Randolph Public Schools and Wyoming
Technical Institute, and received his Associate‘s Degree
in Diesel Mechanics. After graduating he worked in
Lincoln and Norfolk until in 1995, when he started
working full-time with his dad at Bermel Repair. He still
works with his dad and drives a school bus for Randolph
Public Schools.
Vicki Lynn Cave was born to John and Elizabeth (Boro)
Cave on November 24, 1972 in Columbus, Nebraska, the
last of 12 children in the family. Vicki attended Silver
Creek Public Schools, and after graduating, went to New
Jersey to be a nanny. She later attended Northeast
Community College in Norfolk receiving her diploma in
the Legal Secretary program. She worked for attorneys in
Norfolk and then worked for the Randolph Public Schools
before attaining her current position with First State Bank.
She has worked there for the past six years.
When Vicki returned home from New Jersey, she began
working for the hometown grocery store, at the time
owned by Shawn Wattier (son of Donald Wattier) and
little did she know that she would meet her future
husband, who happened to be Shawn‘s cousin.
Jeff and Vicki were married on February 8, 1997 at St.
Lawrence Catholic Church in Silver Creek, Nebraska. To
this union three children were born: Elle Amelia, born
January 3, 1998; Emma Victoria, born November 6, 2000;
Eva Elizabeth, born June 21, 2006 and are currently
expecting their fourth child in May 2010. The Bermels
are members of St. Jane Frances De Chantal Catholic
Church. The family currently lives on the Walt Wattier
farm south of Randolph. The Bermel children make the
fifth generation to live on this farm. Submitted by Jeff and
Vicki Bermel
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Jeff, Vicki, Kristy, Cory, Ellen, Eva, Dick, Emma,
Avery and Elle Bermal

Richard (Dick) Bermel was born on May 25, 1941 at
the Goodman Nursing Home in Randolph. He was the
youngest of eight children born to Frank and Gertrude
(Aschoff) Bermel. His brothers are Donald (deceased),
Gerard ―Get‖ (deceased), Arthur of Randolph, Vincent of
Oakton, Virginia and Francis of San Gabriel, California.
His sisters are Joann (Bill Kinney) of Norfolk, and
Darlene (Walt Sundermann) of Norfolk. Their father was
a farmer, so they were kept busy by helping the family
survive with farm work, which put ―food on the table.‖
With seven older siblings, Dick had a very interesting
childhood.
He graduated from St. Frances School in 1959 and
started working as a ―jack of all trades‖ for Keith and
Virginia Huwaldt. He worked hard, learned a lot, and had
some enjoyable times during those eleven years.
In 1960, the winter was bad with a lot of snow;
therefore, the young people either missed a lot of school
or went to school by tractor and wagon because the roads
were almost impassable. Walt Wattier often took his
children, and picked up about fifteen other school age
children from south of Randolph with his tractor and
wagon so they could attend school, too. The Wattiers
went past the Bermel place and Dick would sometimes
ride with the kids into town. Some years passed and the
roads got better before Dick and the girl, who lived over
the hill to the south, started dating.
That girl was Ellen Mae Wattier, the daughter of Walter
and Alvena (Englebart) Wattier. She was born on March
31, 1944. Ellen was the third of seven children. She has
four brothers and two sisters: Gerald of Hoskins, Russell
of Tacoma, Washington, Francis of Randolph, Kenneth of
Randolph, Mila (Gary Anderson) of Coleridge, and
Sharon (Tom Sandford) of Norfolk. Ellen graduated from
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Randolph Public Schools in 1963 and started working as a
waitress in the café in town.
Eventually Dick and Ellen were married on April 24,
1965 at St. Frances Catholic Church in Randolph. To this
union two sons were born Jeffrey Richard, born January
22, 1970, a 1988 graduate of Randolph High School, and
Cory Lynn, born November 8, 1972, a 1991 graduate of
Randolph High School. Jeff married Vicki Lynn Cave of
Silver Creek, Nebraska. They are parents of three
daughters, Elle Amelia, Emma Victoria, Eva Elizabeth
and are expecting a fourth child in May 2010. Cory
married Kristy Junck and they are parents of a son, Avery
Joseph.
Dick and Ellen lived in a trailer house on the south part
of Randolph after they were married. In time they
outgrew the trailer house, so they purchased an acreage on
the edge of town from the John Sohler family. It was
known as the Huey place years ago. Here they later built
a new home where they currently reside.
Over the years Dick has provided for the family by
working at Rokahr Implement, KN Energy, now known as
Source Gas, as well as many other odd jobs. In 1974,
Dick started a repair business, Bermel Repair, working on
farm equipment, which he currently operates with his son
Jeff, working as a tractor specialist. Ellen also helped
provide for the family by working as a cook at the
Randolph Public Schools for 24 years. She now is busy
helping with the repair business and taking care of the
home. While Dick and Ellen are very busy, they still
make time to enjoy their grandchildren. The Bermels are
members of St. Jane Frances De Chantal Catholic Church.
Submitted by Dick and Ellen Bermel

John and Forest Berner
John was born August 21, 1910 at Pender, Nebraska to
George and Emma (Peters) Berner.
George and Emma had two other sons and three
daughters: Charles, Edward, Alvenia, Amanda, Ella and
one adopted daughter, Delores.
Forest Pearl Barber was born March 10, 1911 at Ponca,
Nebraska to Clarence and Ellen (Adams) Barber.
Clarence and Ellen had three sons and three daughters:
Floyd, Charles, Daniel, Tacy, Helen and Violet. Both
families were engaged in farming.
John and Forest were married February 12, 1930 at
Yankton, South Dakota. They moved to their first home
on a farm four miles west and one and one-half miles
north of Randolph. John was engaged in farming and
cattle feeding. Four of their children were born at this
home: Johnnie, December 19, 1932; Shirley, August 21,
1935; Robert, August 10, 1939 and Clarence, May 15,
1941.
In March 1944, they moved to a farm in the Wausa,
Nebraska vicinity. Their fifth child, Charlotte, was born
February 2, 1945. John and Forest farmed in this area
until they moved to a farm near Bloomfield. In the spring
of 1948 they moved to Lindy, Nebraska. John invested in
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a stock truck and started his own trucking business, while
Forest worked as a telephone operator for the Addison
Switchboard Company.
Forest became a member of and attended the Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. She was active in the Ladies
Aid and taught Sunday School.
Johnnie was drafted into the service in 1952 and their
daughter Shirley graduated from Bloomfield High School
in 1953. She then taught at a rural school in the Lindy,
Nebraska vicinity.
Their sixth child, Rodney was born December 23, 1953
at Bloomfield, Nebraska.
In 1955, they returned to Randolph where John was
employed by a construction company while Forest was
employed by various restaurants in town. Because Forest
enjoyed working with children, she worked at the
Randolph Children‘s Library.
Forest transferred her church membership to the St.
John‘s Lutheran Church, where John was a member. She
became an active member in the church by teaching
Sunday School and joining the Ruth Circle. She also was
an active member of the Colonial Manor Auxiliary and
the Sholes Social Club.
Robert, Clarence, Charlotte, and Rodney attended and
graduated from the Randolph Public School.
On September 28, 1965, John was killed in a one-car
accident east of Belden. Forest continued to have a full
and happy life in the Randolph Community until her death
in 1985. They are buried at the Osmond Cemetery.
Submitted by The Berner Family

Robert and Clarette Berner
Robert (Bob) was
born in 1939 to
John and Forest
(Barber) Berner on
a
farm
by
Randolph.
He
attended
country
school, Bloomfield
High School one
year and graduated
from
Randolph
High School in
1958.
Clarette was born
to Clarence and
Violette (Gerkins)
Clarette Berner
Kruger in 1943 at
Los
Angeles,
California. She grew up on a farm south of McLean and
went to country school at District 54 in Pierce County and
also graduated from Randolph High School in 1960.
Bob and Clarette were married September 16, 1962 at
St. John‘s Lutheran Church in Randolph, where they have
been lifelong members.
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Their first home was in Laurel, Nebraska, where Bob
worked for a feed company and Clarette worked in an
insurance office. They lived in Randolph about twelve
years when Bob went into partnership at the Phillips
Service Station. In 1974, Bob purchased the grain
elevator in Belden (Belden Grain and Feed), which has
been our business ever since.
Bob and Clarette built their home in Belden on
Clarette‘s parent‘s north pasture and moved on
Valentine‘s Day of 1977.
Bob and Clarette have three children and three
grandchildren. Their children grew up in Randolph and
Belden all attending and graduating from Randolph High
School. Their daughter, Robin was born in 1964 and is
married to Brad Albers. They live in Norfolk with their
daughter Brooke. Bob and Clarette‘s son, Brian was born
in 1969 and married Nicole Schnell. They live in Belden.
Their son, Brent was born in 1971 and married Amy
Creutz. They live in Norfolk with their son Riley and
daughter Halle.
Bob passed away in 2001 and Clarette continues to live
in Belden. Submitted by Clarette (Kruger) Berner

Scott was born, December 18, 1970 at Osmond General
Hospital. He married Stephanie Pickett, May 25, 2002.
They have two daughters: Amber and Lexi and one son,
Jacob. They live in Lincoln.
Robert was born, June 21, 1972 at Osmond General
Hospital. He lives in Norfolk and goes to Mosaic. He
delivers the Norfolk Shopper, volunteers at the food bank,
and keeps busy doing various things.
Brenda was born, August 31, 1974 at Osmond General
Hospital. She married Douglas Dominisse, June 6, 1998.
They have two sons: Carson and Aden and live in
Norfolk.

Arlen and Kathy Biernbaum
Arlen was born on November 9, 1945, to Arthur and
Rita Biernbaum. He spent the first twelve years on a farm
southwest of Fordyce, Nebraska. He attended the Baptist
Catholic School at Fordyce the first six years. In 1958,
his family moved to the present farm south of Belden.
Arlen has four sisters: LaDonna (Earl Leiting), Sharon
(Dave Peterson; Arlis (Mike Wattier), Jana (Dave Wrick),
one sister, Carla, Died July 4, 1978, by drowning at
Branson, Missouri. He has two brothers: Mark and
Keith. One brother, Galen, died March 5, 2006 of liver
cancer. Arlen graduated from St. Frances Catholic School
in 1964 and spent one semester at Creighton University in
Omaha. He married Kathy Lenhoff on July 27, 1968, at
St. Frances Church in Randolph.
Kathy was born on October 20, 1949, to Charles and
Frances Lenhoff. She spent her first twelve years on
farms in the Randolph and Sholes areas before her family
moved into Randolph in 1960. She went to a country
school southeast of Randolph her first year of school. She
then attended St. Frances and graduated in 1969. Kathy
has one sister, Joan (Rod Doyle). She has four brothers:
Lynn, Wayne, Russ and Mike. One brother, Kevin, died
March 25, 2006 of kidney failure. Her father died
December 2, 2006 of an aneurysm and lung cancer.
Arlen and Kathy live on the Biernbaum family farm
south of Belden. They are engaged in farming and raise
hogs, farrow to finish.
They are the parents of six children: Tom was born
January 28, 1969 at Osmond General Hospital. He
married Pamila Ohlrich, July 6, 2002. They have three
daughters: Elizabeth, Marissa, and Rebekah. They live in
Laurel.
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Back: Sherri, Arlen, Scott, Brenda Front: Kim, Kathy, Tom,
Robert

Sherri was born, September 11, 1979 at Yankton Sacred
heart Hospital. She married James Eddie, August 13,
2005. They have a son, Nicholas and live in Arlington,
Nebraska.
Kimberly was born, July 22, 1991 at Osmond General
Hospital. She is a senior at Randolph Public School. She
plans to attend classes at University of Nebraska at
Lincoln in the fall of 2010.

Alfred (Short) and Lorraine Bierschenk

Alfred and Lorraine Bierschenk

The oldest son of
Fred
and
Mary
Bierschenk
of
Randolph was Alfred
(Short) born February
23, 1917 on the family
farm
North
of
Randolph.
Short
married
Lorraine
Hokamp March 4,
1945 at the Lutheran
Church in Carroll,
Nebraska. The couple
farmed
north
of
Randolph
until
moving into Randolph
in 1992.
Short
worked for many
years
at
Meier‘s
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Station outside of Randolph before moving to Norfolk in
1968. He died November 5, 1991 at Norfok and is buried
in the Randolph City Cemetery.
Lorraine Hokamp was born May 8, 1922 to Edward and
Katie Hokamp of Belden. Upon the move to Randolph,
she was employed by Cornhusker Cafe. Lorraine died
December 14, 1969 at age 47, at Norfolk and is buried in
the Randolph City Cemetery.
The couple were members of St. John‘s Lutheran
Church in Randolph.
Short and Lorraine had five children: Colleen (Lowell)
Weber, Ogden, Utah; Gaylen (Jean) Bierschenk,
Randolph; Kathy (Bob) Snodgrass, Neligh, Nebraska;
Marsha (Jim) Louthan, Stanton, Nebraska; and Cindy
(Deceased 6/25/2008) (1st husband Bob Goeschel
deceased 1986) (Larry) Pospisil, Stanton, Nebraska.
Submitted by Gaylen and Jean Bierschenk

Charles and Ellen Bierschenk
Charles Louis Bierschenk
was born January 19, 1935
at Randolph, son of George
and
Elenor
(Leiting)
Bierschenk. He grew up in
the Randolph area working
for various farmers; he
started farming on his own
near Belden in 1958.
He married Ellen Marie
Behrens
of
Belden,
December 2, 1956 in
Belden. She was born
November
8, 1938. Ellen
Charles and Ellen Bierschenk
grew up in the Belden area,
graduating from Belden High School in 1956. She was the
oldest of five children born to Stanley Verdene and
Bernice Iona (Fiscus) Behrens. Ellen worked on the farm
with Charles, later she worked at Colonial Manor as an
aide and cook. After Charles died she worked five years
in food service at Randolph Public Schools.
In 1987 Charles and Ellen moved to an acreage at the
edge of Randolph. Charles died May 14, 1998 at
Randolph.
Charles and Ellen are the parents of three children:
Barbara Lynn was born March 21, 1958 in Osmond,
Nebraska; Linda Rae, born December 29, 1961 in
Osmond; and Carolyn Dawn born March 21, 1964 in
Osmond.
Barb married Tim Kint October 2, 1976 in Belden.
They have two children Julie Anne Kint born July 20,
1988 in Norfolk, Nebraska and Michael James Kint born
August 16, 1991 also born in Norfolk.
Linda married Kim Dorschner September 30, 1995 in
Randolph.
Carolyn married Rick DeJager May 23, 1987 in
Maurice, Iowa. They are the parents of: Lacey Dawn
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DeJager born October 19, 1988 at Sioux Center, Iowa; Bo
Richard DeJager born November 13, 1990 at Sioux
Center; and Blake Austin DeJager born November 13,
1996 at Orange City, Iowa. Ellen‘s greatest joys in life are
her grandchildren.

Charles and Meta Bierschenk
Charles
(Carl)
Bierschenk was the son
of
Frederick
and
Catharine Bierschenk.
He was born February
13, 1864 in Hessin,
Germany,
being
baptized and confirmed
in the Lutheran faith in
Germany.
He came
with his parents to
America in 1881 or
1882 settling first on a
farm near Holstein,
Iowa.
A few years
later, they moved to
Cuming County, Nebraska near Pender. In the year of
1892, March 8th, he was united in marriage to Anna Meta
Elizabeth Sebade. In 1896 he moved to Pierce County
near Randolph to farm. He belonged to St. John‘s
Lutheran church of Randolph. Charles died May 15, 1912
at his home near Randolph from Bright‘s Disease at the
age of 48. He is buried at the Randolph City Cemetery
with a large Bierschenk headstone with German
inscription.
Anna
Meta
Elizabeth Sebade
was born August 7,
1874
in
Reer,
Germany, Hanover
Providence.
Several years after
Charles‘
death,
Meta married Louie
Kratke June 26,
1921 and moved to
Pender. She died
May 9, 1962 and is
buried in the Pender
cemetery.
Charles and Meta
had six children:
Friedrich H. who
lived and farmed
north of Randolph;
Charles and Meta Bierschenk
Heinrich
John
(Henry) who was a
grocer at Lead, South Dakota; Dorothea who died at age 6
from pneumonia; Johann George who farmed north of
Randolph; Ernest ―Sam‖ who farmed near Pender before
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owning and operating a restaurant in South Sioux City,
Nebraska and then working at Paramount Paper Co. in
Omaha, Nebraska retiring back to Pender in 1972; and
Edward who owned and operated a grocery store in
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Submitted by Gaylen and Jean
Bierschenk

Frederick and Catherine Bierschenk

Church in Randolph where both were baptized and
confirmed. The couple farmed north of Randolph until
his death June 11, 1968 from Leukemia at age 75.
Catharine ―Mary‖ Bauer was born January 15, 1894 at
Arcadia, Iowa to Ludwig and Barbara Bauer. She moved
with her family to the Randolph area in 1897. Mary
continued to live on the farm after Fred‘s death until
moving into the city of Randolph in 1969. She was an
active member of St. John‘s Lutheran Church and loved
playing Bingo at the Randolph Senior Center. She made
her home at Colonial Manor beginning in 1986, where she
resided until her death February 27, 1995 at the age of
101.
Fred and Mary had three children: Alfred (Short),
Laverne (Sis), and Norman. Submitted by Gaylen and
Jean Bierschenk

Gaylen and Jean Bierschenk

Frederick and Catherine Bierschenk

Frederick Bierschenk was born June 23, 1834 in Hessin,
Germany. In 1858 he married Catharine Elizabeth
Muehlhausen in Germany. The couple came to America
in 1881 or 1882, settling for a time in Holstein, Iowa but
moved to the Pender, Nebraska area in 1888. They then
moved to the Randolph area, being deeded the land along
the line of Z. Boughn and the East addition to Randolph,
containing 3.80 acres. The couple were residents of the
Randolph area for seven or eight years prior to
Frederick‘s death March 5, 1905. His funeral was held at
the East Lutheran Church and he was buried in the
Randolph City Cemetery. His body was exhumed in
November 1911 and reburied at Forest Lawn Cemetery in
Omaha, Nebraska.
Catharine Elizabeth Muehlhausen was born in 1837 in
Germany. She moved to Omaha, Nebraska to reside with
her daughter, Anna, upon Frederick‘s death in 1905.
Catharine (Katherine) died July 26, 1911 in Omaha and is
buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Omaha.
Frederick and Catharine had three sons, Charles, John,
and George and a daughter, Anna. Charles remained in
the Randolph area until his death; John and George settled
in the state of Oklahoma and Anna lived in Omaha and
then Beemer, Nebraska. Submitted by Gaylen and Jean
Bierschenk

Friedrich Henry and Mary Bierschenk
The eldest son of Charles and Meta Bierschenk,
Friedrich was born December 22, 1892 on a farm near
Pender in Cuming County, Nebraska. He moved with his
parents to the Randolph area in 1886. February 23, 1916
he married Catharine ―Mary‖ Bauer at her parent‘s home
in Randolph. They were members of St. John‘s Lutheran
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Gaylen
Bierschenk
was born January 15,
1948 at Mrs. Goodman‘s
house in Randolph. The
son of Alfred (Short)
and Lorraine (Hokamp)
Bierschenk, he lived
with his parents on a
farm north of Randolph
until 1962 when the
family moved into the
city of Randolph. He
was
baptized
and
confirmed at St. John‘s
Gaylen and Jean Bierschenk
Lutheran Church in
Randolph.
Gaylen graduated from Randolph High School in 1966
and entered the Air Force in November of that year. After
four years of service, he located to Norfolk where he was
employed by Big John‘s Manufacturing of Osmond. On
May 15, 1971, he married Jean Huwaldt of Randolph at
St. John‘s Lutheran Church.
Jean Huwaldt was born November 1, 1950 to Keith and
Virginia Huwaldt of Randolph. Jean was baptized and
confirmed at St. John‘s Lutheran Church and is a 1968
graduate of Randolph School.
The couple resided at Pierce, Nebraska and Gaylen
continued his employment with Big John‘s Mfg of
Osmond and Jean was a secretary with the Pierce County
Extension Service. Later, Gaylen enrolled at Northeast
Community College in Norfolk and worked at Norfolk
Coca Cola.
The couple moved to Norfolk, Nebraska in 1973 where
Jean began employment at Dale Electronics, Inc. in the
personnel department. In 1978, Gaylen also began
employment at Dale Electronics, Inc. in the maintenance
department. In 1984 Jean began working for Norfolk
Public School‘s Special Education Department and
continues this employment as of this writing.
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Gaylen and Jean moved to an acreage near Randolph in
1988. Gaylen retired from Dale Electronics in 2002 when
the company closed the Norfolk facility. He then went to
work for Helena Chemical Company of Osmond as a
truck driver. Currently, he is employed by K. Porter
Construction Company of Norfolk as a truck driver.
A son, Shawn, was born to this couple May 19, 1975 in
Norfolk. Shawn attended Norfolk Public Schools until
the 8th grade when the family moved to the Randolph area.
Shawn graduated from Randolph High School in 1993.
Upon his graduation, he was employed at Affiliated Foods
in Norfolk until his death June 22, 1996. Shawn is buried
in the Randolph City Cemetery.
A daughter, Wendi, was born January 31, 1978 in
Norfolk. Wendi attended Norfolk Public Schools until the
5th grade at which time she enrolled in Randolph Public
Schools graduating in 1996. Wendi graduated from
Northeast Community College as a Physical Therapist
Assistant and is employed by Faith Regional Health
Services of Norfolk. She has two children, Seth (born
July 14, 2002) and Keenan (born October 29, 2005).
Gaylen and Jean continue to reside on the acreage near
Randolph where they have a small cow/calf herd besides
working their respective jobs. They are members of St.
John‘s Lutheran Church in Randolph. They especially
enjoy the times when their grandkids come to visit.
Submitted by Gaylen and Jean Bierschenk

Daniel and Shelly Billerbeck

still holds the record for the triple jump in track, (45 feet 1
inch). After graduation, he attended Creighton University
in Omaha, Nebraska. He graduated from Creighton
University School of Pharmacy in 1983.
Dan is the co-owner of Medicine Man Pharmacy in
Omaha which opened in 1989. He also is on the Board of
Directors for Pharmaceutical Technology which opened in
1994.
In 1996, Dan married Shelly Bonta, daughter of the late
Al Bonta and wife Margie of Exeter, Nebraska. Shelly
graduated from the College of St. Mary in Omaha. She
worked for Mutual of Omaha for sixteen years and now
works with Dan at the Pharmacy.
Dan and Shelly have two handsome sons, Jacob who
was born October 1997 and Luke who was born June
1999. They have acquired their love of sports from their
parents, both as spectators and participants.
The
Billerbecks reside in Omaha. Submitted by Dan and
Shelly Billerbeck

Elizabeth Billerbeck
Elizabeth (Betts) Billerbeck, daughter of the late Dr.
Henry J. Billerbeck and Margaret Billerbeck was born at
Osmond General Hospital, June 12, 1953.
Elizabeth graduated from Randolph High School. From
there she went to Creighton University in Omaha and
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing.
Elizabeth worked as a nurse across the country. She has
worked in Omaha, Nebraska; San Francisco, California
and Portland, Oregon.
She returned to Creighton University Medical School
and obtained a Doctor of Medicine degree in 1984.
Elizabeth then moved back to Portland and completed an
internship in internal medicine at Good Samaritan
Hospital and a residency program in Anesthesiology at the
University of Oregon Health Sciences Center.
Elizabeth was married in 1984 and currently resides in
Molalla, Oregon on 80 acres just outside of Portland.
They have a working filbert (hazelnut) farm. She really
enjoys her tractor and living outside of the city.
Elizabeth has been on staff at Portland Adventist
Medical Center in Portland for 23 years.

Henry J. and Frances Billerbeck
Luke, Shelly, Dan, Jacob Billerbeck

Daniel G. Billerbeck was born February 1, 1960 at
Osmond General Hospital in Osmond, Nebraska. He is
the son of the late Dr. Henry J. Billerbeck and wife
Margaret.
Dan spent the first six weeks of his life at the hospital
being cared for by the good Sisters of St. Casmir, because
his mom had broken her arm in an auto accident just two
weeks before he was born.
Dan attended kindergarten at Randolph Public School.
For grades one through four he attended St. Frances
School. With the closing of St. Frances School, he again
attended Randolph Public School, graduating in 1978. He
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Miss Frances Backes moved from Lindsay, Nebraska to
Randolph in 1897. She and her sister opened a dress
making and millinery shop. They were the daughters of
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Backes, Sr. of Lindsay.
Peter J. Backes, Sr. was born in Rhineland, Germany on
April 14, 1843 and at the age of 19 came to America with
his parents, settling in Indiana. The Backes family left
Prussia because it was difficult to raise crops there and
also because their religious freedom was being threatened.
They also brought their parish priest along with them to
America.
Gertrude Dahlkamp was born in Westphalia, Germany
on August 15, 1850. At the age of two years she came to
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the United States with her family, locating at St. Johns,
Indiana. It was in the neighboring town of Shererville,
Indiana that she married Peter J. Backes, Sr. in 1869. In
1886, they moved from Indiana to St. Bernard, Nebraska
and settled on free land from the United States
Government. When the railroad was built through
Lindsay, they moved to that area where they farmed. In
1915, they moved into the town of Lindsay. Mr. Backes
passed away in 1917 at the age of 77. Mrs. Backes died
February 1, 1925 at the age of 76.
Thirteen children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Backes, four of whom died in infancy.
Frances Backes was born in Lindsay on June 10, 1879.
She married Henry J. Billerbeck II on May 3, 1898 and
moved to Osmond, Nebraska. In 1921, the family moved
to a farm at Crofton. Frances lived on this farm all the
rest of her life, passing away at the age of 86 on
November 30, 1965. Her husband died on October 16,
1945.
Eleven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Billerbeck,
one of whom was Dr. Henry J. Billerbeck who had a
family practice in Randolph. Due in part to a great deal of
encouragement from their parents, all of the children,
except one, earned college degrees. There were four
teachers, four nurses, a physician, an accountant and a
farmer.
Frances (Backes) Billerbeck was a woman of strong
Christian character. Until just a short time before her
death, she was an active member of St. Joseph‘s Parish at
Constance. Submitted by Margaret Billerbeck

Dr. Henry J. and Margaret Billerbeck

Margaret Billerbeck and Family

Henry J. Billerbeck I was born in Neiheim, Westphalia,
Germany on January 11, 1832. His entire family
immigrated to America in 1853, on the sailing vessel
―Herman‖ and landed in New Orleans in April. They
took a steamer to St. Louis and Savanna, Illinois and then
went cross country to Freeport, Illinois by stage. There,
his father died leaving the care of the family to the three
sons. These sons started a general store. It was in
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Freeport that Henry I attended the Lincoln-Douglas
debate in 1858 and until the day he died, he was very
proud of having been there and told many anecdotes
concerning it.
On September 5, 1857, Henry J. Billerbeck I was
married at Freeport, Illinois to Miss Wilhelmina
Wiederholtz, who was a native of the village of Voerden,
Westphalia. Voerden was located only three miles from
the city of Nieheim in Germany. She, in company with
two sisters, came to America in 1856.
In 1871, Henry Billerbeck I moved his family to
Carroll, Iowa where he operated an implement business
for thirteen years. He then moved his family to Pierce,
Nebraska engaging in the implement business there. He
also opened a branch store in Osmond, Nebraska in 1890.
Two years later he disposed of the store in Pierce and
joined his two sons, Henry II and Andrew in Osmond
where they developed the business into the largest
business of its kind in Pierce County. Along with
implements, they handled harnesses, which they made
themselves, furniture and a vehicle department which had
a fine lot of wagons, buggies and carriages. They bought
by the car load and frequently had two car loads on the
siding at once.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Billerbeck I had twelve children,
one of whom was Henry J. Billerbeck II, who married
Frances Backes of Lindsey on May 3, 1898 at Osmond.
She and her sister operated a dress making and millinery
shop in Randolph.
The Billerbeck implement partnership in Osmond
dissolved in 1921 and Henry J. Billerbeck II and his
family moved to a farm at Crofton. Times were difficult
for the Billerbecks at Crofton. They went into the Great
Depression and the drought of the 1930‘s with many
times no feed at all for the livestock and just enough food
for the family. However, through great determination and
perseverance, they all survived.
One of the eleven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Henry
J. Billerbeck II was Henry Joseph Billerbeck III who was
three when they moved to Crofton.
He attended
elementary school at Constance, Nebraska and graduated
from Crofton High School.
The winter of 1936 was memorable in that for over 30
days the temperature didn‘t rise above -20 degrees and the
snow was hip deep. This necessitated walking the five
miles to and from Crofton to school.
After high school, Henry J. Billerbeck III attended
Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska for his pre-med
schooling. Then he spent four years in the Medical
Administrative branch of the U.S. Army during World
War II. His overseas duty was spent in Italy and on board
troop transport ships between the U. S. and Italy.
Following the war, he attended the University of
Nebraska College of Medicine, receiving his medical
degree in 1950. His internship was spent at St. Joseph‘s
Hospital in Sioux City, Iowa. He practiced medicine for
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one year in Denison, Iowa, coming to Randolph on
August 1, 1952.
On June 17, 1950 he and Margaret R. Horan of Omaha
were married at Holy Name Church in Omaha. Margaret
was born and raised on a farm at Heartwell in south
central Nebraska and she too experienced the hard times
and drought of the 1930‘s. After attending a business
college in Omaha, she was employed as a secretary in
Omaha and also with the Air Force in Washington, D. C.
and the U. S. Maritime Commission in Oakland,
California during the war. She returned to Omaha after
the war, working as a secretary and there she met her
future husband.
The first home for the family in Denison, Iowa was in
an apartment in the Garrison House, which was the family
home of Jim Garrison. Mr. Garrison was the New
Orleans District Attorney who contended that president
Kennedy was not assassinated by one person.
Their first home in Randolph was in the old hatchery
building belonging to Frank Walz in south Randolph. At
that time, there were three apartments in the building.
Needless to say, they were mighty small, only one tiny
closet and one had to walk through it to get to the
bathroom. They built their present home in 1956.
Four children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Billerbeck.
Jane Billerbeck Klemens was born while they were living
in Denison and came with her parents to Randolph at the
age of one. Elizabeth Billerbeck, James G. Billerbeck and
Daniel G. Billerbeck were born in Randolph. Jane lives in
Gilbert, Arizona. Elizabeth lives outside of Portland,
Oregon. Daniel lives in Omaha and James lives in
Randolph.
In September of 1963, Angele Nguyen T. H. Mai came
from South Viet Nam to live with the Billerbeck family
and finish high school at St. Frances.
Henry passed away February 8, 1999 and Margaret
continues to live independently in their home at
Randolph. Submitted by Margaret Billerbeck

Jim and Cindy Billerbeck
Jim Billerbeck, son of Dr. and Mrs. Henry J. Billerbeck,
was born June 5, 1956 at Osmond, Nebraska. He received
most of his education at St. Frances until the school
closed and then he continued his education at the
Randolph Public School graduating in 1974. In 1978, he
graduated from the University of South Dakota at
Springfield with a degree in Building Construction and
Business. He operates Billerbeck Construction. Jim is an
EMT and Volunteer Firefighter. His siblings include:
Jane, Elizabeth and Dan.
Jim married Cindy Van Auker, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Dwayne Van Auker, July 11, 1981 at St. Jane
Frances Church in Randolph. Cindy was born September
17, 1957 in Wayne, Nebraska. She received all of her
education at the Randolph Public School, graduating in
1975. Cindy attended Northeast Community College and
graduated from the practical Nursing Program. Cindy has
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worked at the Providence Medical Center in Wayne,
Nebraska, Osmond General Hospital in Osmond, Colonial
Manor of Randolph and currently is employed at the
Randolph Family Practice Clinic, where she has been
employed for 25 years. Cindy‘s siblings include: Diane,
Gene (Butch) and Janet.

Aaron, Carter, Jamie, Brent, Cindy, Jim

The couple have two children: Brent James was born,
September 20, 1982 in Osmond. Brent graduated from
Randolph high School in 2001 and Northeast Community
College in 2003 with an Electrical degree. He is
employed by Billerbeck Construction. Brent also is an
EMT and a volunteer firefighter.
Aaron Joseph was born, April 20, 1985 in Osmond. He
is a 2003 graduate of Randolph High and graduated in
2006 from the University of Nebraska at Omaha with a
degree in Fire Protection Technology. He is employed by
the City of Omaha as a Firefighter. On October 13, 2007,
he married Jamie Hesnard, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Dwight Hesnard of Roca, Nebraska. Jamie is currently in
the nursing program at Omaha Metro College. To this
union Carter James was born October 9, 2009. Submitted
by Cindy Billerbeck

Arvid and Vaun Bloomquist
Arvid L. was born to Martin J. and Florilla M. (Ludden)
Bloomquist on May 14, 1922
on a farm four and one-half
miles northeast of Wausa,
Nebraska. Later the family
also lived on a farm nine
miles northeast of Wausa.
Arvid
attended
the
Goldenrod School. He was
the oldest of five boys and
one girl in his family. The
second boy, Maurice died on
July 16, 1925 at the age of 11
Arvid and Vaun Bloomquist
months. Arvid‘s siblings are
Duane, Eldred, Neil, and
Janiece Wilbeck. The family moved onto a farm
northeast of McLean in 1936, and then to the farm which
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became their permanent home, one-half mile north of
McLean. Arvid worked on several farms around McLean.
In 1944 he began working for Schomberg Feed & Grain,
at McLean.
Vaun L. Schomberg was born to J. Fred and Lydia
(Kraemaer) Schomberg on January 9, 1924 at McLean,
Nebraska. Vaun graduated from McLean High School
and attended Wayne State College. She taught school at
Maskell for one year and Belden for four years.
Arvid and Vaun were married on December 22, 1946 at
St. John‘s Lutheran Church in Randolph. They lived at
Belden for two years, and then on a small acreage one
mile north of McLean, until 1959 when they moved into
their present home in McLean. They moved into the
house in which Vaun was born. It had been remodeled.
Arvid continued working at the elevator, and after Vaun
quit teaching, she took over the bookkeeping. They
became the owners of the business in 1963. Arvid and
Vaun retired from the feed and grain business, selling it
and the equipment at public auction on September 13 and
14, 1995.
Arvid and Vaun became the parents of four children—
Richard Arvid, Rodney Dean, Debra Ann, and Michael
Jon. All were born at the Osmond Hospital and all were
baptized and confirmed at St. John‘s Lutheran Church in
Randolph. Also all four graduated from Randolph High
School.
They all went on to school. Richard earned his
Bachelor of Art degree in Business Administration from
Wayne State College; Rodney attended Gateway
Electronics Institute at Omaha, becoming an electronics
technician; Debra earned her Bachelor of Art degree in
education from Wayne State College; Michael attended
Northeast Community College in Norfolk for two years
and then attended Wayne State College aiming for a
degree in communications.
Richard married Elaine Weyhrich on July 8, 1978.
They have one son, James Richard. They live in
Randolph.
Rodney married Teresa Dennis on May 14, 1977. They
have three children, Thomas Dean, Adam Rodney, and
Katelyn Teresa. They live on an acreage on the east
outskirts of Norfolk. Thomas married Kinzy Lankford on
April 17, 2004 and they have two sons, Neil and Abel.
Adam married Mariah Hodson on July 14, 2008.
Michael married Corene Reeves on April 28, 1990.
This marriage was dissolved in 1997. Michael has four
children BreAnna Carol, Clarissa (Carly) JaVaun, Samuel
Michael, and Jacob Gene. He lives in McLean.
Debra lives at Creighton, Nebraska. She teaches in the
Creighton Public School system.
Arvid and Vaun celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on December 15, 1996 at St. John‘s Lutheran
Church in Randolph, the church in which they were
married.
Arvid is a member of St. John‘s Men in Mission, a past
councilman of the church, a past member of the McLean
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town board, and a past member of the Fire Department.
Vaun is a charter member of the McLean Homemakers
Club and a member of the Women of the ELCA of St.
John‘s Martha Circle. She taught Sunday school until she
felt she could no longer do justice to the job, and she is a
member of the church choir.
Arvid and Vaun are appreciating their senior years.
They have their family nearby to enjoy and their
grandchildren to spoil! Submitted by Arvid and Vaun
Bloomquist

Eldred D. and Armella M. Bloomquist
Eldred Dwight Bloomquist was born to Martin and
Florilla (Ludden) Bloomquist, September 7, 1928 at
Wausa, Nebraska. Eldred had three brothers and one
sister. His parents moved to a farm in the McLean,
Nebraska, vicinity in 1939, where he attended schools in
the Wausa area and later in McLean. He worked for
Backhaus Trucking and operated road equipment for
Pierce County before his marriage.
Armella Marie Colling was born to Nick Jr. and Anna
(Reding) Colling, February 15, 1930, in Randolph. The
eldest of two daughters, Armella lived and attended
school in the Randolph Vicinity all of her life. Prior to
her marriage, she was employed by the local
Northwestern Bell office.
Eldred and Armella were married June 28, 1950 at St.
Frances Catholic Church in Randolph and they made their
home on the family farm, which has been in the Colling
family since 1905. Here they lived and raised their family
until October 1995, when they retired from farming and
built a house in Randolph. Eldred then drove the school
bus for the Randolph Public School for 19 years.
Eldred and Armella had seven children, all of whom
attended St. Frances Catholic School until its closing.
Valerie attended school and was a member of the last
graduating class in 1970. The other children then
attended and graduated from Randolph Public School.
Valerie Ann, the first child was born March 17, 1952.
She later graduated from Norfolk Beauty College and
married Terry McKibbon of Norfolk, Nebraska, on July
28, 1973. They have six children: Sara, Amy, Joseph,
Amanda, Christopher and Nicholas. Valerie and Terry are
the grandparents of five:
Hailey, Braden, Ethan,
Alexandra and Jacob.
Anthony James, born October 21, 1954, was married to
Debra Stamper of Osmond, Nebraska on April 26, 1975.
They have three children: Eric, Chad and Paige as well as
one grandson, Nash.
Margo Theresa, Born August 17, 1956, married Mark
Whitehead of Sioux City, Iowa, on June 29, 1984. They
have four children: Rachael, twins Aaron and Adam, and
Megan, as well as one granddaughter, Hadli.
Jane Marie, born June 21, 1960, passed away March 23,
1979 at Randolph.
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Mary Ellen, born November 22, 1961, married David
Kalin of Coleridge, Nebraska on May 4, 1985. They are
the parents of three children: Dexter, Luke and Samantha.
John Eldred, born July 11, 1963, married Ruth Albrecht
of Wausa, Nebraska on August 27, 1983. They are the
parents of two children: Chelsey and Jonathan.
Mark Nicholas was born December 16, 1967; graduated
from Northeast Community College in 1988 and married
Rhonda Larson also of Randolph on April 20, 1996. They
are the parents of four children: Connor, Emily, Brandon
and Taylor.
Armella passed away on July 12, 1997 and Eldred
continues to make his home in Randolph. The family
farm on the southwest edge of Randolph remains in the
family at this time. Son John and his family have made
their home there since Eldred and Armella retired in 1995.

Neil and Sally Bloomquist

Sally and Neil Bloomquist

Neil Devon Bloomquist was born August 24, 1933 at
Wausa, Nebraska. He was the son of Martin J. and Florilla
(Ludden) Bloomquist. His brothers are: Arvid, Maurice
(died in infancy) Duane, (deceased 2009), Eldred and a
younger sister Janiece Wilbeck. Neil‘s parents moved
from a farm near Wausa to the McLean area in 1938. Neil
and Sally live on this same farm at the present time. Fred
and Bess Chrisman built the original house and other out
buildings in 1915.
Neil went to McLean Public School and graduated in
1951. After graduation Neil went to California where he
worked in construction. He returned to Nebraska in
December 1953 where he entered the U.S. Army spending
half of his tour in Germany. He was honorably discharged
in 1955.
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On October 1, 1960, Neil was married to Marcella
―Sally‖ Reineke at St. Jane Frances Catholic Church in
Randolph. Sally the daughter of Frank and Violetta
(Kalvelage) Reineke was born September 29, 1938 at
McLean, Nebraska. She has an older sister Margaret,
seven younger brothers: Francis (died in infancy), Ervin,
Kenneth ―Sam‖, Melvin, Gerald, Gary and Patrick and a
younger sister Marilyn. All the children grew up on the
farm near McLean. Sally attended McLean Public School,
but being the only one in the class she transferred to St.
Frances in 1955 and graduated in 1956. This was also the
last year McLean had a high school. After graduating,
Sally moved to Omaha and was employed at
Northwestern Bell in the accounting office.
Neil and Sally are the parents of seven children:
Barbara, Gregory, Sherri, Jeffery, Charles, Daniel and
Angela. They were all born at St. Josephs‘s Hospital in
Osmond, Nebraska
Barb married Jeff Rohde and has four children: Abigail,
Nicholas, Christopher, and Meghan. They live in rural
Randolph. Greg was married to Kerri Blue and has a
daughter Ashley. Greg now lives in Vacaville, California.
Sherri married Brad Bargstadt and they have two
daughters: Brianne and Olivia. They live in Randolph.
Jeff married Tracey Zamora and has a son Joshua and
daughter Kaitlyn, they live in Newington, Connecticut.
Chuck married Marci Paulsen and has a son Christian and
daughter Alyssa, they make their home at Lake Stevens,
Washington. Dan married Trish Rugge, and they are the
parents of two boys: Joshua and Austin and a daughter
Lauren. They live in Belleuve, Nebraska. Angie married
Tige Jones and has two daughters Amanda and Shannan
and a son Elijah, and they live in Adel, Iowa.
Greg, Jeff, Chuck, and Dan all entered the military after
high school. Greg retired from the Air Force after 26
years and now works for Conoco-Philips Oil Refinery in
California. Jeff retired after 22 years in the Air Force and
now works for Bombardier Aircraft Maintenance
Company. Chuck has 25 years in the Navy and Dan has
24 years in the Air Force.
Neil and Sally are members of St. Frances Catholic
Church at Randolph.
Neil was a CCD teacher, served on Parish Council and
is a member of the Catholic Order of Foresters, American
Legion and the Osmond VFW. Sally was a CCD teacher
and a member of the Parish Council of Catholic Women,
The Osmond American Legion Auxiliary and the VFW
Auxiliary.
They also have been members of the
neighborhood card club for 48 years. They still live on
the same little farm near McLean.
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Richard and Elaine Bloomquist
Richard was
born to Arvid
and
Vaun
(Schomberg)
Bloomquist on
September
5,
1951. He is the
oldest of four
children.
His
siblings
are
Rodney, Debra,
and
Michael.
He lived in the
McLean area all
of his childhood
where
he
attended
McLean
Public
Elaine, Richard, James Bloomquist
School through
the 8th grade.
He graduated from Randolph Public School in 1969.
Following graduation Dick attended Norfolk Junior
College and Wayne State College where he attained a
degree in accounting. After graduation, he worked for
Reed Accounting in Osmond before returning to the
family run business, Schomberg Feed and Grain. He
worked at the elevator until September of 1995 when he
began to drive truck for Wuebben Feed and Grain
Trucking. Dick drives for Consumer Supply out of Sioux
City, Iowa. Elaine works as a Paraprofessional at
Randolph Public Schools.
Dick married Elaine Marie Weyhrich on July 8, 1978.
Elaine is the daughter of Harold and Ruth (Jones)
Weyhrich. She was born January 10, 1954 and grew up
on the family farm south of McLean. Her siblings are
Susan, Janet, Nancy, and Garry. She attended District
#54 for two years before transferring to Randolph Public
School graduating in 1972. She attended University of
Nebraska at Lincoln, graduating with a degree in
Elementary and Special Education. She taught for two
years at Atkinson, Nebraska before they were married.
Then she taught for one year at Pierce Elementary where
they resided. They then moved to McLean where they
resided until moving into Randolph in 2002. After
moving to McLean, Elaine also helped at the elevator
doing bookwork.
Dick and Elaine are the parents of a son, James Richard
born June 22, 1990. Jimmy attended Randolph Public
School where he graduated in 2008. He is attending the
University of South Dakota in Vermillion, South Dakota.
He achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in 2008 through the
Randolph, Coleridge, and Hartington Boy Scout Troop
208.
The Bloomquists are members of St. John‘s Lutheran
Church in Randolph. Dick and Elaine have both been on
the church council and Elaine has been a Sunday School
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teacher for several years and a member of the Martha
Circle, while both were members of the choir and have
been Luther League sponsors in the past. Submitted by
Dick and Elaine Bloomquist

Nick and Anna Borst Sr.

BACK: Nick, Paul, Florene, Rob, Marvene, Clarence, John FRONT:
Albert, Ann, Nick, Katherine

Nick Borst was born May 20, 1879 in Germany to Mr.
and Mrs. John Borst. He came to the United States at the
age of four years and settled in Dedham, Iowa in Carroll
County. His dad was a day laborer so they lived in town,
but when Nick was 14 years old, they moved to a farm
close by.
He married Anna K. Wille on August 1, 1906, in
Carroll, Iowa where she was born and raised. They lived
with his parents until 1908 when Nick came to Nebraska
to look for a farm to settle on. He looked in the
Bloomfield and Crofton area and finally decided on a
farm five and one-half miles northwest of Randolph in
Pierce County.
He helped establish the first telephone line in that area,
and they called it the Northwestern Farm Lines. He had
to drive four horses on a wagon to get through a raging
blizzard for the first meeting. Nick was the secretarytreasurer. Shares were sold. He helped maintain the lines
for many years. He also kept up 25 miles of Pierce
County roads until they had maintainers.
Nick and Anna farmed until 1947 when they retired and
moved to Randolph. They were the parents of ten
children: John, Nick, Louise, Clarence, Albert, Katherine,
Florene, Robert, Paul, and Marvene.
Nick Borst died July 6, 1970 at the Colonial Manor
where he was a resident for a month. Anna passed away
August 14, 1972 also at the Manor where she lived for
two years.
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Nick and Frances Borst, Jr.
Nicholas
Edward
Borst was born on
October 11, 1910, to
Nick
and
Anna
(Willie) Borst on a
farm five and one-half
miles northwest of
Randolph.
He
attended the Stober
Country School for
two years and then
attended St. Frances.
He and his brother,
John, boarded and
roomed
with
the
Sisters. Following his
Nick and Frances Borst
school years, he worked on
his parent‘s farm, a ranch in
South Dakota, and harvest fields in North Dakota. In
1935 and through the winter of 1936, Nick and Harry
Huwaldt owned and operated the Produce and Feed Store
in Randolph. They bought and sold feed and eggs,
trucked livestock and hauled eggs to Omaha, Nebraska
and Chicago, Illinois.
In December of 1936, (The Dirty 30‘s) they dissolved
the partnership. Nick remained in the trucking business
and also worked as a beekeeper for Al Kuhl.
Nick met Frances Backer at a dance where Lawrence
Welk and his orchestra were performing in the pavilion
(at the City Ball Park).
Frances Mary Backer was born September 19, 1917, on
her parents‘ farm two and one-half miles southwest of
Randolph (presently owned by Kenny Huff). Frances
attended four years of school at District 28 county school
in Pierce County, before going to St. Frances to complete
her education. Following her school days, she remained
on the home place, where she helped with domestic labors
and in the dairy. She helped deliver milk in Randolph to
customers. Frances, her sister, Alice, and four brothers
helped manage one farm while her parents and four other
brothers lived on and operated another farm (presently
owned and operated by Ed Huwaldt).
Nick and Frances were married on December 28, 1936,
at St. Frances Catholic Church in Randolph. They lived
in town until April and then moved on a farm two miles
east and one-half mile south of Randolph (The Ben Reker
farm). Nick continued trucking for six more years. They
had two children during those years, Roger and Martha.
In 1942, they moved to a farm two and one-half miles east
of Randolph (owned by Al Kuhl). Two more children,
Thomas and Karen were born. In 1949, they bought a
farm in Pierce County, three miles west of Randolph and
five miles south on Highway 81. Two more children
followed, Debra and Randal.
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Roger married Sharon Lienemann, January 20, 1962.
They had four children: Tracy, Karla, Mitchall, and
Kristie. Roger and Sharon live in Randolph. Martha
married Jorge Martinez, September 21, 1965. They have
two children: Atl and Tonantzin. Martha and Jorge live in
Jalapa, Vera Cruz, Mexico. Tom married Diane Peterson,
December 28, 1968. They had three children: Julie,
Teresa and Daniel. Tom and Diane live in Osmond,
Nebraska. Karen married Bob Janusz on July 27, 1979.
They reside in Phoenix, Arizona and have two children:
Amy and Rachael. Debbie married Dan Dowling on
August 18, 1973 and live in Hastings, Nebraska. They
have two children: Travis and Melissa. Randy married
Margaret Wattier on August 5, 1983. They have three
sons: Jacob, Levi and Lucas. Randy and Mag live in
Randolph.

Roger, Martha, Tom, Karen, Randy, Debbie

Nick and Frances have sixteen grandchildren, nineteen
great-grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren.
Nick and Frances celebrated their 60th Wedding
Anniversary, December 28, 1996. Frances died May 26,
1997 at the Colonial Manor in Randolph. Nick died
November 2, 1997 also at the Colonial Manor in
Randolph. Submitted by Randy and Mag Borst

Randal and Margaret Borst
Randal ―Randy‖, youngest son of Nick and Frances
(Backer) Borst, was born April 23, 1959, at Norfolk,
Nebraska. He attended St. Frances School through fourth
grade and graduated from Randolph Public High School
in 1977.
Following graduation, Randy worked in
construction and did body work until returning to the farm
in partnership with his father in March of 1985. The
family farm was sold in March of 1991. Randy attended
Northeast Community College and earned a degree in
May of 1991 in Electronics Technology. Since then, he
has been employed at Covidian (Sherwood Medical) in
Norfolk as a Calibration Technician.
Margaret ―Mag‖, second youngest child of Paul and
Lorraine (Wilson) Wattier, was born on May 20, 1957 in
Osmond. She attended St. Frances School through the
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seventh grade when the schools combined, graduating
from Randolph Public High School in 1975. Mag
attended Northeast Community College and graduated in
May of 1981, with a Secretarial Science Degree. Mag
worked for her father at Wattier‘s Grocery, as a Dental
Assistant for Dr. Larry Meadors in Randolph and for Dr.
Don Theophilus in Norfolk, as a CNA at Colonial Manor
in Randolph, and in management at Pronto in Randolph
for thirteen and one-half years, until August of 2009.

Sharon Marie Lienemann, daughter Ben and Nora
(Carstens) Lienemann was born October 6, 1939 in Pierce
County. They lived on a farm southwest of Randolph
during her childhood years.

Roger and Sharon Borst

Jacob, Randy, Lucas, Mag, Levi

Randy and Mag first met in March of 1981 through a
date arranged by Lori Borst and Don Backer, cousins of
Randy. The couple married on August 5, 1983, at St.
Frances Church in Randolph. They have three sons:
Jacob, Levi and Lucas.
Jacob Randal, named after Randy‘s grandfather, Jacob
Backer, was born on August 25, 1984, at Osmond. Jacob
graduated from Randolph Public High School in May of
2003. Jacob attended and graduated from Nebraska
Wesleyan University in 2007. He was employed at
NEDCO in Lincoln as the Assistant Vice President and in
June of 2010, he enlisted in the United States Air Force.
Levi Randal was born on September 25, 1986 at
Osmond. Levi graduated in May of 2005 from Randolph
Public High School. He attended and graduated from
Northeast Community College in May of 2008. He is
employed by Sears in Omaha, Nebraska as a HVAC
Technician.
Lucas Randal was born on January 19, 1990 at Norfolk,
Nebraska. Lucas graduated in May of 2008 from
Randolph Public High School. He is attending Midland
Lutheran College in Fremont. Submitted by Randy and
Mag Borst

She attended school in District 68 in Pierce County
grades one through eighth and graduated from Randolph
High School in 1957. She worked several places in
Randolph before moving to Omaha where she worked in
the bookkeeping department at the Omaha National Bank.
Roger and Sharon were married January 20, 1962 at St.
Frances Church in Randolph. They have four children:
Tracy Ann born November 12, 1962, Karla Marie born
November 30, 1963, Mitchell Roger born November 2,
1966 and Kristie Lea born September 7, 1969. They have
thirteen grandchildren and at present three greatgrandchildren.
Roger and Sharon are now retired and living in
Randolph. Roger does part-time jobs and they enjoy yard
work, gardening and seeing their children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, and enjoying their many
activities. Submitted by Sharon Borst

Roger and Sharon Borst
Roger Nicholas Borst, son of Nick and Frances (Backer)
Borst was born April 12, 1939 in Randolph. They lived
on a farm east of Randolph and later moved to a farm
southwest of town. Roger attended all twelve grades at
St. Frances, graduating in 1957. He joined the U.S. Navy
in November 1957 and received his discharge on
November 1961.
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William and Dinah Bowles Family

William and Dinah Bowles
William Bowles was born November 1, 1859, in
Cullompton, Devonshire, England, and immigrated to
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Springfield, Missouri, about 1877, with a brother, Frank.
After approximately eighteen months, William became a
farm hand at the George and John Rew Ranch at Silver
City, Iowa. John Rew, would periodically return to
Devonshire and encourage other young immigrants to
work for them in America.
Dinah Louise Hart, born December 19, 1863, at Exeter,
joined her brother, William Hart, at Silver City in 1880 or
1881. Dinah‘s parents, William and Louisa Hart, along
with Sarah Jane (Mrs. Frank Parker) and James (wife,
Mary Schell), immigrated to Silver City in 1882, leaving
only the eldest sister, Elizabeth (Mrs. Alfred Panter),
behind in England.
On April 4, 1882, William Bowles and Dinah were wed
at Glenwood, Iowa, and continued as Iowa farmers at
Silver City. Children born to this union were: Mary
(Mrs. Thomas Dunn), Sadie Cora (Mrs. Frank Lorenz),
Nannie Cecil, William ―Jakie‖, Jeanette (died at three
months), Louise (died at twenty-two months), Hazel Dell
(Mrs. Louis Rhode), and Mabel Elizabeth.
During the blizzard of 1888, Dinah‘s brother, James and
another cowboy were taken safely to shelter after giving
the horses free rein. Three-hundred head of cattle were
found later in the Logan Creek, where they had gone over
a cliff, smothering each other below. The beef was
skinned in the spring and the Native‘s smoked and cut the
meat into strips to dry.
William and Dinah purchased a farm at Winside,
Nebraska and moved by train in 1897. In 1904, this farm
was sold and another (NE quarter, Section 20, Twp. 27,
Range 1 North, Wayne County) was purchased southeast
of Randolph, their residence until retiring to Randolph in
1916.
Not included in this Randolph history are children:
Nannie, born August 22, 1886, married Hans Hansen of
Winside, on December 24, 1907. Hans was born August
16, 1879. Their children were: Carolyn (Mrs. Andrew
Risser); Maurice (wife, Esther Jorgensen); and Gurney
(wife, Lila Anderson).
―Jakie‖, born May 29, 1888, married Buthilda ―Tillie‖
Simonsen on February 25, 1916 at Randolph. Buthilda
was born March 3, 1887. The couple had one daughter,
Annalea (Mrs. Ernest Nall). The family moved to farm at
Hugo, Colorado in 1929.
Mabel, born October 4, 1896, worked as a Randolph
telephone operator before marrying Tom Hughes, a
Carroll, Nebraska farmer, on April 4, 1923. She died
tragically after pouring fuel on a smoldering fire, causing
the fount to burst in her hands on September 20, 1936.
Tom and Mabel had no children.
William died at the Bowles home, February 14, 1932
and Dinah passed away on April 20, 1942 at the home of
her daughter, Sadie. William and Dinah were members of
the Methodist Church and are buried in the Randolph
Cemetery. Submitted by Gurney Lorenz family
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George and Sherry Bradley
George Bradley was born in Summit, New Jersey, in
1947. He is the son of the late John and Jean (Fiffick)
Bradley. He had one older brother, Michael, who died of
a kidney ailment when he was 30. George graduated from
Woodbridge High School, Woodbridge, New Jersey, in
1965. The following fall he enrolled in Yankton College,
Yankton, South Dakota. He accepted his first teaching
position in the Randolph Public Schools in the fall of
1969 after graduating from Yankton College the same
year.
Sherry (Ahlman) Bradley was born in Norfolk,
Nebraska, in 1949 to Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Ahlman. She
has three sisters: Mrs. William (Sandra) Buckendahl,
Sylvia Ahlman, and Mrs. Richard (Sheila) Meyer. Sherry
graduated from Pierce High School, Pierce, Nebraska, in
1967. After graduating from Wayne State College,
Wayne, Nebraska, in December of 1970, she accepted her
first teaching position in the Randolph Public Schools.

George and Sherry Bradley Family

George and Sherry met while both were teaching in
Randolph. They were married on August 19, 1972. The
first year of their married life, they lived in a trailer home
located on the west side of town on the Howard Black
residence. George had lived there since he came to
Randolph in 1969. In 1973, they purchased their first
house from the John Wurdinger family. This is where
they raised their three children: Stephanie, born April 10,
1976; Christopher, born November 17, 1978; and
Nicholas, born August 25, 1981. After a fire (December,
2000) that took their home, they rebuilt in the same
location.
George taught school for 24 years before establishing
his own business called Bradley Cabinets, which is still in
operation. Sherry has taught for over 30 years and
continues to teach first grade.
George and Sherry are members St. Frances Catholic
Church, where, George enjoys playing the guitar, and is a
regular cantor and Sherry is a member of St. Frances
Parish Council of Catholic Women.
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Their three children are now married or on their own.
Stephanie and Mark Noonan live in Omaha, Nebraska.
They have two daughters, Jade and Reese. Christopher,
not yet married, lives in Costa Mesa, California. Nicholas
and Erin (Logue) Bradley live in Elkhorn, Nebraska.
They have a daughter, Anabelle.
The Bradleys enjoy living in Randolph and spending
time with their family and are looking forward to many
more years of continued happiness here. Submitted by
Mrs. George Bradley

welcome, no matter what time of the day. Submitted by
Mrs. George Bradley

Joe and Ann Brandl

John and Jean Bradley
John Edward
Bradley was born
to James and
Mary
(Danler)
Bradley on June
9, 1906, in New
York City. He
had three brothers
and two sisters.
Jean
Katherine
Fiffick, one of 11
children,
was
born August 31,
1907, to Stephen
and
Ann
(Mrosko) Fiffick
John and Jean Bradley
in
Uniontown,
Pennsylvania.
John met Jean in New York City where they were
married and made their first home. They later moved to
Kennilsworth, New Jersey. John was a bus driver for New
Jersey Public Service. Jean was employed by Silcox and
Miller.
John and Jean had two sons; Michael, born August 27,
1945, and George, born May 28, 1947. In 1957, they
moved to Colonia, New Jersey. John remained there until
his death in 1959. Jean continued to live there with her
two sons, raising them by herself. Michael, after
graduating from high school, worked for Dart Automotive
at Linden, New Jersey. George graduated from high
school and college and made his home in Randolph,
Nebraska.
On December 9, 1974, Michael passed away at the age
of 30 from a kidney ailment. Jean decided to make a
change, so she moved to Randolph, Nebraska, in the
summer of 1975. She resided in a trailer home on the
property of her son, George. Randolph was her home
until 1982 when she passed away after a short illness.
Though retired, Jean loved children and would babysit
on a daily basis for families in the area. She always had a
special place in her heart for her grandchildren, Stephanie,
Christopher, and Nicholas Bradley. They were always
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Joe and Ann Brandl

Joseph ―Joe‖ Peter Brandl was born September 8, 1954
to Al and Leona (O‘Gara) Brandl. He received his
education at Randolph St. Frances and Randolph Public
Schools, graduating in 1972 from Randolph High School.
After graduation Joe attended Springfield College in
Springfield, South Dakota. Joe has been employed by
Love Signs in Norfolk, Nebraska for the past 20 years.
He married Ann Marie Lambing, daughter of James and
Creola (Constable) Lambing on April 27, 1985. Ann
graduated from Sioux City West in 1981. She has been
employed by Copycraft Printing in Norfolk, Nebraska for
10 years. Ann was the granddaughter of Jay Constable.
The couple both enjoys sports and playing baseball and
softball, and spending time with their dogs. Submitted by
Joe and Ann Brandl

Charles and Lena Brauer
My great-grandparents – Christopher Brauer and Sophia
(Vergiel) Brauer immigrated to the United States before
1863, to a farm near Dyersville, Iowa. They came from
small villages in Germany which can scarcely be located
on present day maps. While we realized this area in
Pommern was presently in East Germany, it was found
when we checked very old maps of the area in Salt Lake
City, Utah, that Stettin is actually just over the border into
what we know as Poland. Social conditions of the times
were the reasons given for coming to this country. They
put in a long, hard journey of about three months coming
across and were nearly out of food when they arrived in
America.
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Charles and Lena Brauer

My great-grandparents farmed until their deaths near
Dyersville and are buried in the Rockville cemetery, near
Worthington, Iowa. My grandfather, Charles Brauer
came with his wife, Lena (Sievert) Brauer, and their four
children to the Nebraska farm just east of Randolph in
1907. The oldest of the four children, my dad, Henry died
in 1961. Anna died in 1938 in a Denver, Colorado,
hospital.
Elsie Foster lives on their family farm at Brookings,
South Dakota.
Walter attended school at Wayne,
Nebraska and Ames, Iowa. He lived and taught school in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, until his death in 1983. Submitted
by Russell C. Brauer

Henry and Edith Brauer
Henry Brauer was born in 1890 near Worthington, Iowa
to Charles M. and Lena Brauer. In 1907, his family
moved to Randolph where several cousins of Charles M.
Bauer were already living. These were: Emma Warner,
Minnie Aegerter and Mrs. Farnam.
Henry
took
over the family
farm, one mile
east of Randolph
in 1918.
His
wife, Susie, died
of the flu in 1919.
He then married
Edith M. Willey
in 1922.
Her
parents
were
Clarence
and
Bertha Willey of
Randolph.
FHenry and Edith Brauer
Edith was born at
Osmond, Nebraska,
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January 1895. She received a teaching degree at Wayne
State Normal School in Wayne, Nebraska and taught in
Oklahoma and at Randolph.
Henry and Edith had two children, Russell C. and Elsie
May. Edith died in 1933 when Elsie and Russell were
small, leaving their care to Henry and a lady hired to care
for the children. Vera Sohren, later became Henry‘s wife.
Henry and Vera had a baby girl, Ruth, in 1946. Ruth
married Robert Runyan and lives in Jeffersonville,
Indianna.
After Russell graduated from Randolph High School, he
attended Wayne State for two years and was in the Army
Air Corps for three years. He then attended medical
school at the University of Nebraska, including a
residency in Anesthesiology. He moved to Lincoln where
he practiced medicine for 35 years. He has four children.
Russell and his wife, Mary, are retired and live at
Eastmont Towers Retirement Community.
Elsie Attended Wayne State and finished her degree in
nursing at the University Hospital in Omaha. She married
Rober Olsen and has three children. They had an
insurance agency in Omaha.
Elsie died in 2005.
Submitted by Russell C. Brauer

Adolph N. and Martha M. Brodersen
Adolph N. was born on March 20, 1905, at Coleridge,
Nebraska to Anton and Anna (Lange) Brodersen. He was
baptized as an infant and later confirmed as a teenager. He
attended grade school northeast of Coleridge and later
attended Dana College at Blair.
Martha M. was born at Hartington, Nebraska on May
11, 1911, to Joseph and Anna (Miller) Wohlman. She,
too, was baptized at an early age and confirmed in her
early teen years. She attended school east of Hartington.
Adolph worked at his father's farm and Martha worked
out as a "hired girl." They met at a barn dance in the
neighborhood. The home of the groom's parents was the
setting for their wedding on February 4, 1931. After their
honeymoon, they set up housekeeping and farming
northeast of Coleridge. They lived there until March of
1944 when they purchased a farm southwest of Randolph
and moved there to live and farm.
Five children were born to them: Norma Jean on
September 4, 1932, married to George Thelen; Donald L.
born on April 7, 1935, married to Patty Broer (Donald
died in 1987); Delorse A. born on September 9, 1936
(Delorse died of pneumonia in January1937); Joann M.
born on May 7, 1945, is married to Roger McBain; and
Darrell R. was born on January 4, 1947 (Darrell died in
2000).
The couple celebrated their Silver Wedding
Anniversary with a dinner and open house at St. John's
Lutheran Church on February 4, 1956. They were active
church members, Adolph having served on the church
council and on the building committee. He also served as
a member of the school board of the Randolph School
District.
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Martha was a Sunday school teacher and was active in
the Ladies Aid and the ALCW of the church. They retired
from the farm and moved to Randolph in 1956. Adolph
continued to have an interest in the farm and he also sold
Dekalb Seed Corn and was an Occo Feed dealer for many
years.
Martha was stricken with cancer and after surgery and
successive treatments was confined to their home and died
at their home on October 1, 1967. Adolph continued to
live in Randolph and on November 20, 1984, he passed on
to be with his wife in their eternal home. They are buried
at Lawn Ridge Cemetery, just northeast of Coleridge.
Their memories live on in the hearts and lives of the
family members.

Donald and Patricia Brodersen
Donald L. (Don)
was born on April 7,
1935 to Adolph and
Martha
(Wohlman)
Brodersen. He was
born on a farm
northeast
of
Coleridge, Nebraska
and was baptized in
Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Coleridge.
He attended the North
Star School for two
and one-half years
before moving with
Donald and Patricia Brodersen
his
family
to
Randolph, where he attended District 28 SW in Pierce
County to complete his grade school years. His high
school education was at Randolph High School.
Patricia A. (Patty) is the daughter of Henry and Frances
(Thomas) Broer. She was born at Randolph on February
25, 1936. She was baptized at St. John‘s Lutheran
Church, attended Sunday School, confirmation instruction
and was confirmed at St. John‘s Lutheran. Patty attended
grade school at District 28 SW in Pierce County and later
attended high school at Randolph High where she
graduated in 1953.
Don and Patty met in grade school and later dated while
attending high school. They were married on October 30,
1953 and they farmed southwest of Randolph.
Don died February 28, 1987. Patty retired as a farm
Bureau Insurance Agent in 1997 and she still resides on
the farm where she and Don started farming in 1953.
Their five children are all married with families, living
and working in Nebraska. They are Carmen and Rodney
Patent of Randolph; Marc and Lisa Brodersen of Lindy;
Ruth and Eric Smith of Wayne; Inga and Rick Lindholm
of Papillion and Martha and Rick Kennebeck of Elkhorn.
There are 15 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.
Patty is still an active member of St. John‘s Lutheran
Church. Submitted by Patty Bordersen
Family Histories Submitted in 2010

Ryan D. and Angela Brodersen
Ryan D. Brodersen was born August 19, 1982, to Marc
and Sheryl (Helsing) Brodersen of Randolph. He was
baptized at St. John‘s Lutheran Church in Randolph and
attended Randolph Public School up until his family‘s
move to Yankton, South Dakota in 1996. Ryan graduated
in 2001 from Yankton Senior High School. He went on to
attend one year of secondary education at South Dakota
State University in Brookings, South Dakota. He moved
back to Nebraska in 2002 and completed his Associates
degree in Agronomy at Northeast Community College in
Norfolk, Nebraska while starting his own farming
operation.
Angela M. (Angie) is the daughter of Dennis and Janet
Everson of Yankton, South Dakota. She was born July
25, 1982 in Omaha, Nebraska and baptized at the Holy
Family Catholic Church in Mitchell, South Dakota.
Angie graduated from Yankton Senior High School in
2001 and received her bachelors of science degree in

Angie, Ryan, Tate Brodersen

Consumer Affairs from South Dakota State University in
Brookings, South Dakota in 2005.
Ryan and Angie met shortly after Ryan‘s family moved
to South Dakota where they attend high school together
and later dated. After receiving her bachelor‘s degree,
Angie moved to Nebraska in 2005 to join Ryan. The
couple were united in marriage on June 17, 2006. They
currently reside southwest of Randolph, where they own
and operate their own farming operation and trucking
business. Angie is the office manager of The Randolph
Times Newspaper.
Ryan and Angie are the parents of Tate Matthew
Brodersen born, June 17, 2009 at Faith Regional Health
Services in Norfolk. Tate was baptized at St. John‘s
Lutheran Church.
Ryan and Angie are active in their community. Ryan is
on church council at St. John‘s Lutheran Church in
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Randolph, member of the Randolph Community Club and
president of Pierce County Farm Bureau. Angie is active
on a review committee at St. John‘s Lutheran Church and
a member of the Q125 committee. Submitted by Ryan
and Angie Brodersen

Henry and Frances Broer
The old saying "Chickens come home to roost" seems
to apply very well to Henry and Frances Broer. After 23
years absence, they returned in 1976 to make their home
in Randolph again.
Henry was born in Randolph, May 22, 1908, son of
Henry C. and Frieda (Burmeister) Broer, third in a family
of nine children. He grew up on the farm and attended
country school. So many families in that neighborhood
were recent emigrants from Germany that they had to hire
teachers who spoke German.
Frances was born at Moville, Iowa, on July 22, 1918,
daughter of Chris and Signe (Anderson) Thomas. She
moved to Randolph at the age of three with her mother
and sister. She spent her childhood on the farm and
graduated from Randolph High School in 1935.
Henry and Frances were married in June 1935 by
Reverend Harold Hoff at the Lutheran Parsonage. They
had no money, but nobody else had very much in 1935.
Those were the "good old days" or "hard times,"
depending on how you remember them.
Henry and Frances started farming in 1936 and farmed
near Randolph until 1953. During that time they had four
daughters and one son. They left Randolph in 1953 to
move to Sioux Center,
Iowa. They moved several times in the next few years,
finally settling in Luverne, Minnesota. Henry was
Security Guard for Iowa Beef Processing for 14 years and
Frances was a bookkeeper for Herman Motor Company.
Daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Broer are Patricia (Mrs. Don
Brodersen) of Randolph, Barbara (Mrs. Dean Stingley) of
York, Nebraska, Nancy (Mrs. Robin Savage) of
Brookings, South Dakota and Vicki Wilken of
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Larry Broer, their only son, died
in February 1985 at the age of 42. Larry‘s wife, Cece,
still resides in Luverne, Minnesota. Henry and Frances
have twelve grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
Henry and Frances celebrated their Golden Wedding in
June 1985. They retired in 1976. Perhaps retired is not the
right word for Henry. As "Handy Hank" he was busy
almost every day, believing as he did, that work is the
name of the game, until his death in January 1995.
Frances died in March of 1999. Submitted by Patty
Brodersen and Carmen Patent

Ludwig and Frieda Broer
Ludwig (Louie) Broer was born November 21, 1905, in
Holstein, Germany. He grew up in Germany with the
other eight Broer children. He learned the blacksmith
trade from his father. At 18 years of age, he came to
America, arriving in Sioux City on January 4, 1924. He
Family Histories Submitted in 2010

was met there by his brother, Hans. He worked for his
brother, Richard, who was also a blacksmith. He bought
the blacksmith shop from his uncle, Herman Broer.
Frieda Lienemann was born near Wayne, Nebraska on
December 12, 1912. The Lienemanns moved to a farm
south of Randolph in January, 1913. Frieda grew up in
this vicinity with the other nine children. She has many
memories of the happenings in a family of ten children.

Frieda and Louie Broer on left Roger Buchanan on right

One of the first places Louie visited when coming from
Germany was the Lienemanns‘ farm home as the Broers
were good friends of the family. The young folks from
around the neighborhood went to barn dances, to McLean,
and many Saturday nights to Hoskins. Sunday afternoons
were spent playing ball with the young folks in the
neighborhood. While growing up, the children had to
help with the milking, stacking hay, shocking oats and
picking corn.
In 1930, Louie decided to go to Germany to visit his
parents. It was at this time Louie and Frieda realized this
was more than just friendship. When Louie returned from
Germany, his yellow Pontiac convertible made many trips
south of Randolph. In 1933, on March 10, Frieda and
Louie were married by Reverend Harold Hoff at St.
John‘s Lutheran Church on the 37th anniversary of
Frieda‘s parents. They made their home in Randolph
where they lived their married life. Louie celebrated 50
years in business and retired in 1979. They celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on March 10, 1983.
Louie and Frieda had three children: Margaret (Jim)
Schenck of Omaha; Marilyn (Tony) Gillotte of Denver,
Colorado and Roger (Merlene) of Hill City, South Dakota.
Louie and Frieda were both active members of St.
John‘s Lutheran Church. Louie sang in the choir and
loved to play the concertina in the area nursing homes for
a past time. He also made knives that many homemakers‘
in the Randolph area cherish. Frieda liked to bowl and
play cards with her sisters and nieces.
Louie and Fried had some nice trips; four times they
traveled to Germany and also to visit their children and
grandchildren. Louie died March 22, 1996 and Frieda
died October 26, 1997. Both are buried at the Randolph
Cemetery.
Margaret is deceased but had three children: Paul and
his wife Pam live in Omaha, Nebraska; Dave and his wife
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Michelle live in Blair, Nebraska and John lives in Denver,
Colorado.
Marilyn is also deceased but had four children: Heidi,
Kurt, Michael and Ryan. All live in the Denver, Colorado
area.
Roger and his wife Merlene have two children: Juli and
her husband Cory Reynolds live in Austin, Texas; Zame
and his wife Crystal live in Vancouver, Washington.
Louie and Frieda‘s descendants include twenty-one
great grandchildren and three great-great-grandchildren.
Submitted by Roger Broer

Melvin and Carol Brunssen

Melvin and Carol Brunssen Family

Melvin Dale Brunssen, the son of Herman and Alvena
(Thaden) Brunssen was born August 20, 1931 at
Randolph. He attended District 38 grade school and
graduated from Randolph Public High School in 1949.
After graduation he farmed with his father until his
father‘s death. Melvin continued the farming operation
until renting the cropland to his son, Warren. Melvin
continues to live on the farm which has been in the family
for 83 years, feeds cattle and enjoys gardening, hunting
and fishing.
On August 28, 1956, Melvin married Carol Ann
Schleimer at St. Mary‘s Church in Danbury, Iowa. Carol
is the daughter of Louis and Lucille (Rosauer) Schleimer.
She received her education at St. Mary‘s Grade School,
Danbury Catholic High School and NBT College, Sioux
City, Iowa. She was then employed as a stenographer for
a plumbing company and later a finance company until
her marriage.
Melvin and Carol have six children: Stephen Duane
was born July 29, 1957 and married Sandra Baltzer on
March 4, 1978. They have three children: Melissa Ann
born July 28, 1978 and married Adam Gittins on March
25, 2006; Jeremy John was born January 29, 1981 and
married Lisa Steinhoff on May 10, 2003; Rebecca Lynn
was born October 8, 1983 and married Dustin Green on
September 23, 2006.
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Ramona Ann was born December 6, 1958 and married
Edward Bell on May 7, 1983. Ramona passed away,
April 10, 2008. Their son, Stephen Charles was born
January 18, 1994.
Warren Dale was born March 11, 1960 and married
Deborah Thies on June 13, 1981. Their children are:
Tanya Ann born April 11, 1985 and married Mark
Huwaldt on October 22, 2005; Clarissa Irene was born
May 20, 1987; Lucas Warren was born November 18,
1989; Andrea Rose was born September 2, 1992; Tyler
Melvin was born February 9, 1995 and Grant Donald was
born September 23, 1997.
Alan Dennis was born April 29, 1961.
Pamela Rose was born on December 20, 1962 and
married Phillip Monahan on June 8, 1984. Their three
children are: Jessica Rose born November 14, 1985 and
married Cole Young on January 5, 2008; Sarah Rachel
was born March 10, 1991 and Nicholas Phillip was born
on June 4, 1993.
Carmen Diane was born August 4, 1970 and married
Richard Clyde on August 23, 1990. Their children are
McKenna Elizabeth born on January 14, 1995 and Dalton
Richard born on June 2, 1998.
Melvin and Carol have four great grandchildren: Jesse
and Alexandria Huwaldt; Brodi Brunssen and Grace
Green.
The Brunssens are members of St. Frances Catholic
Church. Submitted by Melvin and Carol Brunssen

Trent and Marla Brunssen
Trent Brunssen, son of Harold and Berdine (Bartling)
Brunssen, grew up on a farm west of Belden. He
graduated from Randolph High and the University of
Nebraska with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and
Film.

Marla, Garrett, Trent Brunssen

Marla Kies, daughter of Rudolf and Goldie (Carney)
Kies, was born in Portland, Oregon and grew up in
Lincoln, Nebraska. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in English and Journalism at the University of Nebraska at
Lincoln.
They were married February 23, 1991 in Lincoln and
farmed for several years near Belden before moving to
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Randolph. Trent is currently a web programmer and
Marla is an emergency room patient access specialist at
the Norfolk hospital.
Their son, Garrett, was born June 22, 1994 and attends
Randolph High. Submitted by Trent and Marla Brunssen

Warren and Deborah Brunssen
Warren Dale Brunssen was born March 11, 1960, at the
Osmond General Hospital to Melvin and Carol Brunssen.
They farm two miles northeast of Randolph. He is the
third of six children with two brothers and three sisters,
one deceased.
Warren graduated from Randolph High school in 1978.
He then moved three miles north of where he grew up. He
started farming with his Dad.

They moved to their present farm in 1998, where
Warren‘s Grandma was born, (Alvena Thaden) just two
miles east of town. They did farmers market for almost 10
years, with their family, which was called Brunssen
Farmers Market.
Debbie still loves to garden and loves her flower beds.
Collecting cookbooks and watching the Huskers, also is a
passion. She loves riding the motorcycle every Sunday
with Warren.
Debbie is currently working at the Randolph High
School. Warren has been kept busy raising sheep, goats,
cattle, and calves. He still farms with help from his dad
Melvin. Attending all their children activities keeps them
busy also. They belong to the St. Frances Catholic
Church in Randolph, where they are active. A big honor,
was being chosen, Farm Family of the Year in 2006. In
2006 they were also honored to be in the Nebraska Life
Magazine. It showed their life as a family doing farmers
market.

Roger and Esther Buchanan

Warren and Deb Brunssen Family

On June 13 1981, Warren married Deborah Ann Thies,
at St. Frances Catholic church in Randolph. Debbie was
born March 5 1961 at the Osmond General hospital. Her
parents are Donald and Ann Marie (Moes) Thies. She
grew up on a farm five and one-half miles northeast of
Randolph, and is the second oldest of six children with
three brothers and two sisters.
Debbie graduated from Randolph High School in 1979
and worked in Norfolk until she was married.
To this union were born six children: Tanya Ann was
born April 1, 1985 and married Mark Huwaldt October
22, 2005. They have two children: Jesse, and Alexandria.
Tanya is a Registered Nurse at the Osmond General
Hospital. They live by Pierce. Clarissa Irene was born
May 20, 1987. She teaches at Fremont, and lives in
Omaha. Lucas Warren was born November 18, 1989. He
works at Dinkel Implement in Norfolk as a Diesel
Mechanic. Andrea Rose was born September 2, 1992 and
is a junior in high school. Tyler Melvin was born
February 9, 1995 and is a Freshmen in high school. Grant
Donald was born September 23, 1997 and is a sixth
grader. They all attend or have graduated from Randolph
Public School, and have been very active in many
activities to keep them and us busy.
Warren and Debbie love to ride their motorcycle,
camping and spending time with all of their families.
Family Histories Submitted in 2010

Roger Buchanan
was
born
on
November 28, 1906
to Leonard and Susie
(Hughes) Buchanan
at McLean. In 1918,
Leonard fell victim
to the Influenza
Epidemic that had hit
the Randolph area
leaving Susie with
three small children;
Gladys, Roger and
Elma. Susie married
Leonard‘s
brother
James in 1923 and to
this union a son
James Lloyd was
Esther and Roger Buchanan
born.
Roger graduated from Randolph High School in 1925
and went on to the University of Nebraska College of
Pharmacy, graduating in 1929. Roger was employed as a
pharmacist at the Bowles Drug Store in Randolph and
after his marriage to Esther Wingett on June 6, 1932; the
couple purchased the drug store in 1935.
Esther Marie Wingett was born on February 16, 1909 at
Laurel to William Elbert and Daisy (Lamb) Wingett. She
also had three sisters; Hazel, Bertha and Mary and two
brothers; Glenn and Howard. She was a graduate of the
Sholes High School and went on to Wayne State Teachers
College, graduating in 1929. She taught in country
schools and the Sholes Public School.
Roger and Esther had one daughter; Rogene and
adopted another girl Jana, whom both helped out at the
drug store prior to their marriages. Rogene married Paul
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Korth and Jana married Keerthe Kumar. Rogene passed
away on May 4, 1982.
Roger and Esther were very civic minded. They were
members of Community Club, Randolph Area Ventures,
Senior Citizens Center, Masonic Lodge, Eastern Star,
Library Board, Lions Club and P.E.O. Roger served on
the School Board for 38 years and 29 years as a Randolph
Volunteer Fireman. Roger and Esther were also members
of the United Methodist Church in Randolph, which
Roger served on the church board for many years.
In 1977, the Buchanan‘s sold the drug store to Jerry and
Nancy Lagerstrom of Plattsmouth, Nebraska ending 42
years of service to the Randolph area. Esther passed away
on December 3, 1996 and is buried at the Hillcrest Park in
Norfolk. Roger remained at home until 2002 and then
moved to the Colonial Manor in Randolph. He passed
away on October 21, 2005 and was buried with his wife in
Norfolk. At the time of his death, he had eight
grandchildren; 14 great grandchildren and four great great
grandchildren.

Terri Ann was born on August 20, 1972. She attended
Randolph Schools and graduated from Bahner School of
Hairstyling. She resides in Lincoln, Nebraska with her
husband, Rick Chmelka and their two daughters, Payton
and Ava.
James Allen was born on September 22, 1977. He
attended Randolph Schools and graduated from the
University of Nebraska. He married Jennifer Kopetsky of
Frederick, South Dakota on April 12, 2007. Jim and Jen
live in Carver Bluffs, Minnesota.
Jackie Lynn was born on March 19, 1981. Jackie
attended the Randolph schools and graduated from Mt.
Marty College. She married Bradley Steffen in Randolph
on August 12, 2006. They reside in Hartington, Nebraska
and have one daughter, Breah Josie.
Allen and Barb currently own and operate Tri County
Feed and Grain, Inc. and A & B Recycling in Randolph.
Submitted by Allen and Barb Burbach

Keith and Barbara Burbach Family
Allen and Barbara Burbach
Allen Edward Burbach was born on January 10, 1946 to
Edward and Irene (Huss) Burbach. He received his
education at St. Frances School in Randolph, graduating
in 1964. Allen has been involved in agriculture and ag
businesses all of his life.

Barb, Vicki, Keith, Ed, Landon, Wendi Burbach

Allen and Barb Burbach Family

Barbara Jean Wattier was born on April 26, 1950 to Leo
and Loretta (Dendinger) Wattier in Yankton, South
Dakota. She attended St. Frances School and graduated in
1968. She attended Mt. Marty College in Yankton, from
1968-1970. Barbara has been employed at the Randolph
Family Practice Clinic since 1988.
Allen and Barbara were married in St. Frances Church
on September 19, 1970. They have always lived in the
Randolph community. They have four children and six
grandchildren.
Tammi Sue Burbach was born on June 15, 1971. She
attended Randolph schools and graduated from Mt. Marty
College in Yankton, South Dakota. She resides in Blair,
Nebraska with her three children, Kelsey, Colby and
Riley.
Family Histories Submitted in 2010

Keith Dean, the youngest of eight, five brothers and
two sisters, was born to Edward John and Irene E. (Huss)
Burbach at St. Joseph‘s Osmond hospital on December
17, 1956. He was raised on the family farm two and
three-fourths miles northwest of Randolph. He started his
school days at St. Frances Catholic School until reaching
the sixth grade when he switched to Randolph Public and
graduated in May 1975. After graduation he remained on
the farm working with his parents. Then his dad passed
away December 12, 1977. So, at that point he continued
farming but along with his brother Dennis and helping his
mother.
In time, he met up with and dated Barb Nordhues who
was to be his new life-long sweetheart.
Keith and Barbara Ann Nordhues, daughter of Joseph
C. and Rosalee R. (Gubbels) Nordhues, the second
oldest of eight and the first girl, were married on a perfect
spring day of 70 degrees, April 25, 1987.
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Before the wedding Keith‘s mother had purchased and
moved to a house in town, so Keith and Barb resided on
the farm and Barb worked at Jim‘s Food Center.
On January 26, 1989, their first child, a daughter, Vicki
Rae was born at Osmond General Hospital. Daughter
number two, Wendi Jo arrived May 28, 1991, also at
Osmond. Then a short fourteen months later their son,
Edward Joseph came into the world on August 13, 1992 at
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Norfolk.
With three small children, Barb decided to be a stay-athome mom for awhile and decorate cakes on the side.
Once the girls were off to school, Barb went back to
work, starting at the new Pronto in March 1996. In
December 1997, she took on another job cooking at the
Colonial Manor, working there in the mornings while
working afternoon/evenings at Pronto. But, in 1998, she
resigned from both jobs due to health problems. In the
new millennium Barb started her own home-based
business of daycare and a lot more cake decorating.
On July 28, 2005, Keith lost his mother, Irene of 88
years. After her passing, Keith and Barb purchased the
home farm in 2006. In 2007, Vicki graduated from high
school and on June 26, Keith had a life-threatening
accident that kept him from his farming and chores for
awhile. Not long after that Vicki moved to Fremont to
start college at Midland Lutheran College.
On Thanksgiving night, November 27, 2008, Keith and
Barb became grandparents. Wendi gave birth to a son,
Landon James Hammond, also the son of Heath J.
Hammond.
In January 2009, Barb went back to work outside the
home after nine years of daycare. She once again began
working at the Colonial Manor. Vicki and Wendi are
attending college and working jobs. Ed is a junior in high
school and little Landon is fourteen months old.
Submitted by Barb (Keith) Burbach

Everett (Bud) and Violet Burley
Everett Henry (Bud) Burley was born in Holt County,
Nebraska on August 31, 1912 to Everett A. and Metta
(Lamcken) Burley, the ninth of twelve children.
Violet Marie Colvin was born on September 15, 1922 to
Samuel E and Ina Elnora (Jones) Colvin in Bloomfield,
Nebraska. She had one brother and a sister who died in
infancy.
Everett and Violet married on August 7, 1939 in
Worthington, Minnesota. He was employed by the
Bloomfield Creamery at that time. In December, 1939 he
became associated with the Randolph creamery, becoming
a partner in the business as well as the manager. They
moved to Randolph in early 1940 and had four daughters:
Dixie, Betty, Sandra and Patricia. There were eleven
grandchildren and eventually sixteen great grandchildren.
Violet was also employed by the Creamery as the
bookkeeper.
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Bud and Violet Burley

They moved to West Point, Nebraska in 1968 where
they were both employed by the West Point Creamery.
Bud died January 19, 1978 at West Point at the age of
65. Violet died April 15, 1996 also at West Point at the
age of 73. Submitted by Dixie (Burley) Mueting and
Sandra (Burley) Kuhlman

Randolph Trivia Questions
Q – Who was the first family who lived
in what is now
Randolph?
A – Frank Whiney staked out 320 acres
of raw prairie and filed on it under the
homestead nd tree claim law to become
the first man to make his home in the
Randolph Township.
Q – A Windmill was located at the main
intersection in Randolph. When was the
windmill taken down?
A – The windmill was removed
sometime between 1887 and 1890.
Q – When was the viaduct torn down?
A – The viaduct was destroyed in 1935
and 1936 taken downw with the WPA
help
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